
 
Dear Parents 
 
As we approach the mid-term break it is an opportune time to reflect on the start of the new school 
year. We would like to welcome our new students to the school and especially the 186 Year 7s who 
have now settled in well to secondary education. Our sixth form has risen to a record 180 students 
working on a range of level 2 and level 3 (A Level) courses. 
 
Our examination results for the summer 2007 have now been collated although these remain 
‘provisional’ until the official publication later in the autumn. At Key Stage three the results were 
exceptional at Level 5 with English (81%), Mathematics (76%), and Science (72%) all out-performing 
2006. In Mathematics 96 students gained a Level 6 or above. The challenge is now to continue the rate 
of progress to achieve top GCSE grades. 
 
At GCSE, 65% of our 177 students achieved five A-C grades or equivalent and 95% gained at least five 
A-G grades. The results were our best ever and continue an annual improvement over the past six 
years. In addition 39 Year 10 students gained an A-C grade from our early entry Mathematics groups. 
We achieved a 94% pass rate at A Level with English, Science and Business achieving a 100% pass 
rate. We can improve further and will be using a full range of strategies in support of all students 
achieving their full potential in 2008.  Our ‘raising achievement’ evenings for Years 11 and 12 were very 
well supported by parents this year and this bodes well for future success. 
 
I would like to formally welcome new members of staff to the school who started with us in September. 
Mr McCann and Mr McErlean (ICT), Ms Cooper and Ms Collins (English), Mr Wan (Science) and Miss 
Beattie (Physical Education). Mr Quenby, Mrs Hellyer and Mrs Donnelly have joined the Leadership 
Team and I would also like to publicly congratulate Mr Boughtflower who is promoted to Advanced 
Skills Teacher for Mathematics. 
 
I would like to thank parents for ensuring students arrive at school on time for 8.40 am in order that 
lesson one can start promptly. We are currently discussing the new start of the day arrangements with 
the School Council and will also canvass staff and parental views before deciding whether to make the 
arrangement permanent. 
 
In our attempt to conserve resources this newsletter is published on the website rather than sending 
home paper copies, unless requested. Parents will already know that our calendar and homework are 
published on the web-site and we are constantly reviewing our communication systems. Mr Neave has 
taken over responsibility for the web-site and would welcome any parental comments for further 
developments. 
 
Finally, I would like to remind you that I am available to meet parents regarding any aspect of education 
or welfare. Parents should contact Mrs Akrill at the school to make an appointment. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

Richard Hart 
Headteacher 
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GOVERNOR VACANCIES 
 
We currently have two vacancies: one for a Parent 
Governor and one for a Partnership Governor. Any 
parent of a current student would be most welcome 
to join the Governing Body.   
 
If you are interested, please contact Mrs G 
Merchant, Clerk to the Governors, at the school for 
more information. 
 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 
 
Fifteen Year 11 students are nearing the completion 
of their Bronze Award. One of their final activities is 
their Assessed Expedition over 25 kms completed 
on the weekend of 5th – 7th October in an area north 
and west of Sittingbourne. They are regularly 
checked in all aspects of expedition skills by an 
external assessor, who has the responsibility of 
passing or failing them. Many of  them have also 
completed the other three sections of the Award, but 
some are still finishing their Physical, Skill or Service 
sections. The students are: Rebecca Clarke, 
Katherine Smith, Sophie Sussex, Shakira 
Crennell, Penny Somm, Rhianna Shewan, 
Rebecca Togwell, Samantha Harris, Ben Jones, 
Henry Fensome, Craig Evans, Jack Somm, 
Daniel Blackmore, Connor Goode and Ross 
Henbest .  While some of these students will 
hopefully move on to start their Silver Award, a new 
group of Year 10 students will be able to start their 
Bronze Award very soon.  
Mr Townsend  - D of E Award Co-ordinator 
 

FANTASTIC FUND-RAISING 
 
Year 9 English groups 9B2 and 9A2 put the FUN in 
fund-raising! 
 
On Friday 13th 
July, students in 
current Year 9 
raised over £35 to 
donate to the 
BBC’s “Saving 
Planet Earth” 
scheme.  This 
scheme raises 
m o n e y  f o r 
e n d a n g e r e d 
species, such as lions, tigers, elephants, turtles, 
rhinos, gorillas, crocodiles and orang-utans. 
 
The students sold cakes and stationery, as well as 
holding an animal Olympics, face-painting, a raffle, 
guess how many sweets in the jar, a sponsored run, 
and other activities.  Other students from other 
classes were invited to join in, and everybody had a 
good time. 
 
Student, Katie Hannaby said, “We have learnt that it 
is important to help endangered animals, and we 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Thurs 18 th October End of Term 1 
Fri 19 th October  Staff Training Day 
 (Students do not attend) 
 
Mon 29 th October  Start of Term 2 Week B 
Fri 21 st December  End of Term 2 
 
Mon 7 th Jan 2008 Start of Term 3 Week B 
 

Important examination dates:  
*  - selected students only 
Sixth Form  
Mon 5 th Nov  English  paper 1 * 
Tues 6 th Nov  Maths paper 1 * 
Thurs 8 th Nov  English  paper 2 * 
Fri 9 th Nov  Maths paper 2 * 
 
Year 11 
Tues 30 th & Wed 31 st Oct 
   Mock GCSE Textiles exam 
Tues 6 th Nov  Maths paper 1 * 
Fri 9 th Nov  Maths paper 2 * 
Tues 13 th Nov  Science Modular exam 
Mon 26 th & Tues 27 th Nov  
   Mock GCSE Art exams 
Tues 4 th & Fri 7 th Dec 
   Mock GCSE practical PE 
   exams 
Thurs 13 th - Thurs 20 th Dec  
   Mock exams 
 
Year 10 
Thurs 22 nd Nov Science Modular exam 

 

USE OF VIDEOS AND PHOTOGRAPHS  
AT SCHOOL EVENTS 

 

In light of recent legislation regarding the 
safeguarding of all children, Thomas Aveling has now 
adopted Medway’s Policy on the use of Videos & 
Photographs at school events.  This policy is 
available on the school website, and we ask all 
parents to kindly return the consent form which forms 
part of this policy.  A copy of the consent form is 
attached to this newsletter for your convenience.   
Parents who require a hard copy should please 
inform the school in writing.  Thank you for your co-
operation in this matter. 
 

ELECTRONIC ITEMS 
 
I have been impressed with how smart students have 

looked in the new term and how 
well all have settled in.  Could I ask 
that parents remind students that 
they should not bring electronic 
items such as MP3 players and 
Ipods onto the school site.  Mobile 
phones are allowed but the school 
accepts no liability for them.  They 
must be kept in bags or lockers and 

should be switched off.  Thank you for your support. 
Mr Neave   - Key Stage 3 Manager 



have learnt how to do this by buying Fair Trade 
produce; not buying animal products, such as fur; 
and by recycling and buying second-hand goods.” 
Written by 9B EN2 
 

OPERATION  
CHRISTMAS CHILD 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE  
APPEAL 

 
 
For the fifth year 
running, students are 
contributing to the 
“Shoe Box” Christmas 
charity that sends  this 
gift to deprived 
children from all over 
the world.  Thomas 
Avel ing students 
a l w a y s  g i v e 
generously creating 
fabulous boxes - so 
parents, dig under the 

bed for old shoe boxes!  The students I know will do 
the rest! 
Mrs Nyangon  - Assistant Headteacher 

 
THREE DAY EVENT  - July 2007 

 
We all had a great time on our Three Day Event, 
Samba and Brazilian Carnival. On the first day we 
went to London to see STOMP, it was loud and good 
– they used everyday objects and rubbish to make 
music! For the other two days we had two performers 
in to teach us samba drumming and dancing in 
workshops and we all got to have a go at everything, 
including costume making. Once we had decided 

what we were good at, we took our performance to 
Warren Wood Primary School and performed to the 
pupils of Key Stage 2, they liked it, but the younger 
children said it was really loud. 
Tom Parkin 9V 

 
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 

 
There are over 40 After School Clubs and activities 
planned, from "Walk TAll" (a group for people in 

Years 7 and 8 to chill out and relax) to a Radio 
Controlled Car Club, and lots in between!  There are 
also homework and coursework catchup groups, so 
students can get the best grades possible!  An After 
Hours Clubs & Activities list is available to download 
from the school website. 
 
We are also looking to set up special interest 
groups - if parents or family members have an 
interest in model-making, chess, gardening, history 
or anything that may appeal to students or members 
of the wider community, please get in touch with us.  
We are looking for people who have a special skill 
or interest to work with staff or students on short 
projects, designed to enhance extra-curricular 
activities. 
Mr Wintle - Project Manager Extended Schools 
Mr Plank  - Creative Partnership Co-ordinator 

 
 

MUSIC CLUBS!! 
 
 
 
 

Please come along to the club of your choice… 
MONDAY: Lunchtime  Yrs 10-13, Music Theory 
TUESDAY:  Lunchtime  Yrs 7-9 Singing Group 
THURSDAY:  Lunchtime  Yrs 10 &11 
  After school – All years, Samba 
 
Please see Mr Plank or Miss Voice for more 
information. 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
 
Students and parents are invited to come to the 
main hall on Thursday 18 October from 3 pm – 3.30 
pm when all lost property will be put out for 
collection.  Students may also claim their 
lost property from Student Services before or after 
school and during break-times.  Personal 
belongings, which were left in lockers over the 
summer, may also be collected at these times from 
the Caretakers’ office.  Please note that, due to a 
lack of storage space, students’ possessions 
which remain unclaimed after 3.30 pm on 18 
October will be disposed of. 
Mrs Stratford  - Student Services 
 

WANTED!! 
 
Do you have: 
· any old white school shirts destined for the 

bin?   
· any odd balls of wool/

knitting yarn?   
 
The Ar t  &  Text i les 
departments would be very 
grateful for these items.   
Thank you. 
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SPORTS REVIEW 
 

Thomas Aveling Vs Chatham South  
Year 8 
The Year 8 football team got off to a solid start this 
season as they drew 1-1 with Chatham South. Even 
with a few key players missing, Thomas Aveling were 
able to keep the ball and dominate a long period of 
the first half. This pressure paid off when Steven 
Munn scored a looping half volley from the edge of 
the area. This pressure continued and Aveling were 
unlucky not to extend their lead through the 
dangerous looking James Amey-Drew . The second 
half saw a different game where Chatham South 
pressed for an equaliser and looked threatening with 
their direct style of play, they soon got the goal they 
deserved. The final ten minutes were a tense affair 
with both sides looking like they could snatch the 
lead. In the end the draw was the fair result, this 
hopefully sets the boys up for a successful season. 
 

Year 9 
After a battling performance the Year 9 team lost 
their first game of the season 3-2 to Chatham South. 
We were outplayed in the first half as Chatham South 
played some good football but we went in at the 
break only 2-1 down after a fine Harry Hunt strike 
found the bottom corner. Aveling dominated the 
second half and a poacher’s goal from Sam Maitland 
gave us hope but today was not going to be Aveling’s 
day as the boys finally ran out of time to equalise. 
 

Year 10 
Thomas Aveling Year 10s made a powerful start to 
their league campaign with a 6-1 win against 
Chatham South. The lads took a two goal advantage 
into the second half with goals from Tom Morgan 
and Lewis Slaughter , after fine approach play from 
Kai Badhan . In the second half the boys turned on 
the style with Conor McCormack creating havoc 
down the left wing and Simon Almond pulling the 
strings in midfield, all built on a strong defence. The 
goals had to come and Lewis Slaughter bagged a 
brace as did Shaun Butler with Connor also slotting 
one in. A late consolation from the battling Chatham 
team could not tarnish a promising start to the 
season. 
 

Thomas Aveling Vs Greenacre  
Year 7 
The Year 7 team played their second game of the 
season against a strong Greenacre team. The game 
was played at a very high tempo with both teams 
adopting a direct strategy when attacking. The 
deadlock was broken when Greenacre converted a 
penalty halfway through the first half. The scores 
were then levelled when the impressive Louis Herd 
finished off a goalmouth scramble. A lapse in 
concentration allowed Greenacre to score almost 
straight from kick off. The second half saw Greenacre 

TRAINING SCHOOL NEWS 
 
 

Congratulations to the following staff who have 
completed their Emergency First Aid in the 
Workplace Certificate:  
Carol Aldridge, Carol Curling, Debbie Durham,  
Sam Howes, Vanessa Lewis, Vera Long,  
Janice Magor, Sandra McMahon, Laraine Naughtin, 
Ann Rahman, Jean South and Tracey Stockden. 
 
Mr S Quenby 
Assistant Headteacher and  
Training School Manager 

really turn the screw on Aveling as they ran out 5-1 
winners.  
 

Year 9 
The Year 9 team produced an excellent performance 
to beat Greenacre 5-1 in a spirited display. The boys 
produced their best football so far with some slick 
passing and good movement off the ball. All the boys 
were excellent but Ryan Tomkies had an 
outstanding game by scoring all 5 goals – a 
remarkable performance. 
 

Year 10 
A very tough assignment away from home against 
Kent Cup Quarter-Finalists looked even more difficult 
for the Aveling boys after 3 late withdrawals from the 
team. However with John Williams and Josh 
Stedman  making their school team debuts in 
outstanding fashion the boys in blue were able to 
maintain their winning ways. Greenacre gained a first 
half lead with a bullet free kick but were not able to 
build on their advantage. After the break two quick 
fire goals from the mighty atom Shaun Butler rocked 
the opposition. Greenacre had plenty of ball but 
every attack floundered against the twin peaks of 
Perry Morgan  and John Williams and Aveling’s 
neat counter attacking football caused the home 
team no end of problems. The game 
was wrapped up with five minutes to go 
when birthday boy Tom Morgan rattled 
one in from well outside the box. The 
stage is set for Howard next week! 
 

Year 11 
 
The Year 11 team gave a very solid 
performance against Greenacre in their opening 
game of the season. Dominic Shaw opened the 
scoring after only 2 minutes to give Aveling a 1-0 
lead. With the defence looking comfortable and the 
midfielders dominating the game it looked as if we 
were set for victory. However an injury to one of the 
opposing players meant that the game had to be 
abandoned with 15 minutes to go and will be 
replayed later in the season.      
Miss L Beattie  PE Dept.  



Consent form for use of images of children 
For use by Medway schools 
 
 

The Thomas Aveling School 
 

Occasionally, we may take photographs, or make video or web cam recordings, of the pupils at our school.  We may use these 
images on displays around the school, in our school prospectus, or in other printed publications that we produce, as well as on 
our website. 
Medway Council may use our photographs of pupils to illustrate work in Medway schools in council publications and publicity 
material. 
 
Sometimes, the media (papers, radio or television) may visit our school and interview or take photographs, videos or sound 
recordings of our children.  These images may then be published in local or national press. 
 
Please answer the Questions below, then sign and date the form where shown, and return the completed form to the 
school as soon as possible. 
 
         Please circle 
 
1. Are you happy that your child be photographed when taking  
 part in school events?  This may include by other parents 
 for their own private use.      Yes  /  No 
2. Are you happy for your child to appear in the media?   Yes  /  No 
3. Are you happy for your child to be recorded on video?  Yes  /  No 
4. Are you happy for your child to appear in publications 
 or publicity produced by Medway Council?    Yes  /  No 
5. Are you happy for your child to appear on the school 
 website and Medway Council website?    Yes  /  No 
 
Please note that websites can be seen throughout the world, and not just in the United Kingdom, where UK law applies.  Please 
also note that the conditions for use of these photographs are on the back of this form. 
 
I have read and understood the conditions of use on the back of this form. 
 
Name of Child:    ____________________________________ 
 
Parent/s or carers       Date: 
Signature:                ____________________________________  _____________________ 
 
 
Name (in block 
Capitals):    ____________________________________ 
 
 
Address:     ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone No:    ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



Conditions of Use 
 
 
This form is valid for the period of time your child attends this school plus one year after they leave.  The consent will 
automatically expire after this time. 
 
We will not re-use any photographs or recordings for more than one year after your child leaves this school. 
 
We will not use the personal details or full names (which means first name and surname) of any child or adult in a photograph 
on our website, in our school prospectus or in any of our other printed publications. 
 
We will not include personal e-mail or postal addresses, or telephone or fax numbers on our website, in our school prospectus or 
in other printed publications. 
 
If we use photographs of individual pupils, we will not use the name of that child in the accompanying text or photo caption. 
 
If we name a pupil in the text, we will not use a photograph of that child to accompany the article. 
 
We may include pictures of pupils and teachers that have been drawn by the pupils. 
 
We may use group or class photographs or footage with very general labels, such as ‘a science lesson’ or ‘making Christmas 
decorations’. 
 
We will only use images of pupils who are suitably dressed, to reduce the risk of such images being used inappropriately. 
 
We will remind you of this annually and give you opportunity to reconsider your consent. 


