
Dear Parents 
 
As we approach the October break I am pleased to be able to report on the progress of the school. 
Public examination performance was again very pleasing: 
 
·  At Key Stage 3 our Year 9 students excelled at Mathematics with 81% of the year gaining Level 5 
and an increasing number gaining Level 6 and 7. For the first time three students gained an 8, the 
highest grade possible. English and Science also performed well although girls outperformed boys in 
English. We would advise all parents in Years 7-9 to encourage children to read for pleasure and to use 
the excellent library on our site. 
 
·  At Key Stage 4 our Year 11 students outperformed our most challenging targets by achieving our 
best ever GCSE results for a fifth successive year with 62% of students gaining 5 top grades and 97% 
gaining 5 passes. Boys and girls achieved equally well. For the first time our top sets in Year 10 
attempted the GCSE Maths resulting in 47 students gaining C or above. 
 
·  AS and A2 results were encouraging with some excellent individual and department 
performances with many students progressing onto further and higher education. We currently have 
175 students in our sixth form studying a wide range of intermediate and advanced courses. We are 
already looking forward to next September and plan to launch Advanced level courses in both History 
and Dance. 
 
Amongst our priorities for the current year will be to sharpen punctuality for a small but persistent 
number of students arriving late to school or being late between lessons. We would encourage parents 
to ensure that students arrive at school in time for our first bell at 8.35. 
 
The uptake for the new uniform has been good with many students in Years 8, 9 and 10 opting to 
change. Clearly there will a mixture of new and old during this transitional year with the new uniform 
becoming compulsory for Years 7 – 11 from September 2007. The summer polo shirts for boys will be 
available from Easter.  I am most grateful to parents who have supported this change. 
   
We hope to be able to re-launch our Parents and Friends Association with a first meeting in 
November to plan activities and events. If any parent would like to be involved in this valuable 
association please either contact me, or directly with Mr Cleave who will be the senior staff link for the 
group.  
 
Over the past week we have had in excess of 900 prospective parents and Year 6 students touring the 
school. Our students have worked very hard as guides and classroom helpers on Open Evening and 
during our two open mornings. We are delighted that Thomas Aveling students are such outstanding 
ambassadors and so keen to promote our school. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

Richard Hart 
Headteacher 
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LOST PROPERTY 

Students and parents are invited to come into school 
on Friday 20 October (Staff Training Day) when all lost 
property will be on display in the main hall from 10 am 
until 11 am.  Personal belongings which were left in 
lockers  over the summer will also be available for 
collection.  Students may also claim their lost property 
from Student Services before or after school and during 
breaktimes.  Please note that, due to a lack of storage 
space, any lost property which remains unclaimed after 
11 am on 20th October will be disposed of. 

Mrs Stratford  - Student Services 
 

PSHE & CITIZENSHIP    
YEARS 7 & 8 

 
T h e  C r i m e  S t o p p e r s 
performance was really fun and 
a good way to put across the 
dangers of anti-social behaviour, 
drugs and other illegal things. 
The crime-stoppers do not take 
your name or any other details 
so they will never know who you 

are. Their telephone number is 0800 555 111, so if you 
know something is wrong give them a call, they could 
really help you out. 
 
Lucy Mullan 
 
I thought that the Crime Stoppers show was very good. 
They told us the effects of drugs and anti-social 
behaviour, bullying and the number we can ring. The 
presenter gave out prizes, sang songs and played a 
game. He chose people from the audience to answer 
questions and be background dancers for when he was 
singing. He explained the choices you make and the 
consequences. He talked to us in stages about drugs 
and made it clear for us to understand. He gave us prizes 
if we answered the questions correctly. At the end he 
reminded us about everything. The show never got 
boring!  The number to ring is:- 0800 555 111 
 
Lucy Elliott 
 

VISIT TO THE DESIGN MUSEUM OF LONDON 
 
The Design Museum of London is a must visit. You can 
find great pieces of graphic and industrial design. Some 
of the amazing objects are the Graffiti Machine of Lehni 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Thurs 19th October End of Term 1 
Fri 20th October Staff Development Day 
 (Students do not attend) 
 
Mon 30th October Start of Term 2 Week A 
Fri 15th December End of Term 2 
 
Wed 3rd Jan 2007 Staff Development Day 
 (Students do not attend) 
Thurs 4th Jan Start of Term 3 Week B 
 

Important examination dates: 
*  - selected students only 
Sixth Form 
Mon 6th Nov  English  paper 1 * 
Tues 7th Nov  Maths paper 1 * 
Thurs 9th Nov  English  paper 2 * 
Fri 10th Nov  Maths paper 2 * 
 
Year 11 
Tues 17th & Wed 18th Oct 
   Mock GCSE Textiles exam 
Tues 7th Nov  Maths paper 1 * 
Fri 10th Nov  Maths paper 2 * 
Fri 23rd Nov  Science Modular exam 
Mon 27th & Tues 28th Nov  
   Mock GCSE Art exams 
Wed 29th & Thurs 30th Nov 
   Mock GCSE practical PE 
   exams 
5th - 15th Dec  Mock exams 
8th & 9th Jan 2007 GNVQ Art exam 
 
Year 10 
Thurs 9th Nov  Science Modular exam 
 
A more detailed examination timetable will be issued at a 
later date. 
 

OPEN EVENING -  
PARENTS’ VIEWS 

Quotations: 
 

 
 
“Very well and enthusiastically presented by the students” 
 
“A well organised smart school.  All the activities look very 
stimulating” 
 
“A school which seems to have achieved a good standard 
in all aspects.  Very impressed.” 
 
“Looks excellent.  Everyone is very friendly and helpful” 
 
“Seems really good, the interactive white board is an 
excellent IT tool.” 
 

LATENESS 
 

As part of the school’s efforts to help prepare our students 
for the world of work, we propose to introduce a sanction 
for persistent lateness.  A letter will go out detailing exactly 
how this will work.  It is hoped that high standards of 
punctuality and attendance will be met by all. 
 
Mr M Cleave  - Learning Mentor 
 

“ Boys will be boys on the PlayStation chair!”  



and Franke, Classic chairs like the recent " Aeron”, 
designed by Bill Stumpf and Don Chadwick.  As an 
opposite to that chair, you can see the "Statement chair" 
of Martí Guixé, a simple plastic garden chair with a 
legend that says "Stop discrimination of cheap furniture!”  
The Design Museum offers unrivalled views of the 
Thames which was really nice to look at.  
 
Thrilling, seductive and addictive, formula one car this is 
among the world’s most popular sports. I enjoyed looking 
at the cars and also discovered how they are deigned, 
the Museum exhibition featuring iconic cars, compelling 
deconstructions of F1 technology and with detailed 
displays of exhausts and brakes. I also liked the video 
presentations which was quite interesting.  After all the 
Design Museum is a good representation of the best of 
British design. 

Foisol Miah Year 12 

 
GIFTED AND TALENTED WRITER’S WORKSHOP 

DURING SUMMER SCHOOL 2006. 
 

Below is an extract from a letter from Jonathan King, 
(currently in Year 9), nominated by Mrs Mahomed for the 
Gifted and Talented Writer’s Workshop during Summer 
School 2006. 
 
“I am writing to thank you for 
nominating me for the 
summer school writer’s 
workshop. It has been a 
really great experience.  We 
have done some excellent 
stories about super-humans. 
I enjoyed that very much as I 
like choosing what happens 
and to come up with new 
adventurous ideas. The poems were great and I wrote 
about the sun. The trips were great and I wrote about 
one of them, Reculver, my most favourite because it was 
like being on an adventure.” 
 
Yours sincerely 
Jonathan King 
 
Here is Jonathan’s poem : 
 
RECULVER ABBEY 
 
Floating to Reculver’s Abbey 
The grand walls now broken and dead 
The gravestones covered in fungi and unread 
 
Something’s happened to this place 
What has time done? 
Now all the memories gone 
 
The beach has crashed into bits of rocks 
The winds nearly blew me over there 
Unfeeling, stupid salty air 
 
I landed by a very large stone 
I read it and it shook me. 
Catherine May DEAD 693! 
 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 
 
12 intrepid Year 11 students took part in a Duke of 

Edinburgh assessed expedition on 
6 - 8 October in and around Bredgar 
a n d  W o r m s h i l l ,  b e t w e e n 
Sittingbourne and Maidstone. 
 
To pass this section of the award, 
they had to ensure that they 
followed their pre-planned route 
correctly, cooked at least one meal 
on each of the two days, demonstrated good camping 
skills and worked well as a team. 
 
After walking for 25 km over two days, carrying with them 
all necessary items of equipment, and camping for two 
nights, all 12 students were passed by their assessors. In 
addition, the entire group were praised for their attitude 
and effort by the assessors and by the Medway Duke of 
Edinburgh organiser. They were a total credit to the 
school throughout the weekend. The students were: 
 
Bethaney Shewan, Nichola Woolmer, Charlotte 
Griffiths, Kelsey Fordham, Ashley Paige, Sophie 
Funnell, Chris Dodsworth, Chris Humphrey, Matt 
Burford, Alastair Hutton, Kieran Martin and Oliver 
Harries. 
 
Mr M Townsend  - Duke of Edinburgh Co-ordinator 

 
INSTRUMENTAL TUITION  

 
Instrumental tuition is now available for next half term. 
Instruments include voice, piano, keyboard, clarinet, 
saxophone, flute, guitar and drums. This will be on a first 
come first served basis. The school has some instruments 
for loaning. If you are interested please see Mr Whelan or 
Mr Plank for further advice.  
 
All fees must be paid in advance:  
30 minute paired lesson £18 per half term.  
20 minute individual lesson £25 per half term. 
 
Mr A Plank - subject leader for Music 
 

AIM HIGHER 
 
To further support the free Careers advice and intensive 
support service from Connexions for Years 8 -13, Mrs 
Cook from Aim Higher is in school on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Week B Wednesdays to support Year 10 -13 students 
who are considering university, but who have never really 
thought about it before.  She will spend time with small 
groups or individuals to ensure they remain on track for 
the best grades so that they can move on into further and 
higher education.  Please speak to Mr Wintle, the School 
Project Manager, for more information. 
 
Mr P Wintle - School Project Manager 
 

NETBALL  
 
YEAR 7 
 
What a brilliant start we’ve had to this 
year’s netball season. We’ve had excellent 
attendance and dedication for the training 
since the start of school.   
 
Year 7 represented the School at an away 
match against Hundred of Hoo achieving a 



DICK WHITTINGTON & GREASE 

There is a hive of activity in the Drama department with 
two productions in the offing.  The first is the Year 7 
pantomime “Dick Whittington” which will be performed 
before parents on Monday 12th December in the Drama 
Studio, starting at 4pm with free admission.   
This production will also be performed before the entire 
Year 7. 

 
The main production will be the 
musical “ Grease” , which will be 
performed in the school hall on  
Wednesday 17th and Thursday 18th 
January.   
Tickets will be on sale in December. 
 
 
During November and December a 

number of KS4 vocational students will be performing 
pantomimes at our feeder schools. 
 
Mr J Knott  - Drama Department 
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2-0 win.  The team’s first match of playing together was 
with excellent team spirit and they deserved to win.  
 

Year 7 team: Lucy Jones, Vicky Jefferson, Lucy Smith,  
Carla Roberts, Kiamini Martin, Chloe Brincat, Summer 
Page, Nicole Mackmay. 
 

YEAR 8 
 

The Year 8 team have begun the season with an excellent 
start. They played an away match at Hundred of Hoo, 
winning with a victory of 12-0. Training has been to a 
good standard keep up the attendance and dedication! 
 
Year 8 team: Amy Perrin, Olivia McGregor, Brooke Ryder, 
Emy Routledge, Elli Eagle, Maggie Zhu. 
Miss N Wellard  - PE Department 
 

FOOTBALL RESULTS 2006/2007 
 

Year 7 
League: 
Thomas Aveling   0 Howard  4 
Thomas Aveling   2 Greenacre 1 
Thomas Aveling   5 Chatham South 12 
 

Year 8 
League: 
Thomas Aveling   3 Howard  5 
Thomas Aveling   3 Greenacre 4 
Thomas Aveling   3 Chatham South 2 
Cup: 
Thomas Aveling   1 Hoo  3 
 

Year 9 
League: 
Thomas Aveling   1 Howard  4 
Thomas Aveling   2 Chatham South 2 
Cup: 
Thomas Aveling    6 Abbey 1 
 

Year 10: 
League: 
Thomas Aveling   5 St. John Fisher 0 
Thomas Aveling    0 Howard  6 
Thomas Aveling   7 Chatham South 1 
Cup: 
Thomas Aveling   1 Mascalls 0 
 

Year 11: 
League: 
Thomas Aveling   9 St. John Fisher 0 
Thomas Aveling   2 Howard  1 
Thomas Aveling   1 Greenacre 2 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PE DEPARTMENT 
 

·  Gym Club starts after the break every Thursday after 
school, all are welcome. 

 

·  With the winter season approaching, it is 
important that all students come 
prepared for the lesson and the 
environment they are being taught in  
- sweatshirts/rugby tops/tracksuits. 

 
Mr Moss  - Subject Leader for PE 

MID DAY MEALS SUPERVISOR 
 
Applications are invited for the post of Mid Day Meals 
Supervisor. 
 
Hours of duty are 12.20 pm to 2.05 pm, Monday to Friday, 
term time only. 
 
Previous experience preferred but not essential as full 
support and training will be available. 
 
Rate of pay would be £10 per day plus the provision of a 
school lunch. 
 
Any offer of appointment will be subject to satisfactory 
references and an enhanced Criminal Records Bureau 
Disclosure. 
 
Applications by letter, including full employment history, 
should be addressed to Mrs C Christopher, Bursar, at 
the school.  Please include the names and addresses of 
two referees. 

TRAINING SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Four teachers at the school have successfully completed 
their MA in Education. The group has been based at the 
school and has worked with lecturers from the University 
of Greenwich during the last two and a half years. This 
summer all four teachers wrote up their research projects 
which were based on work they had completed in the 
school.  They can now look forward to their graduation 
ceremony which will take place in the mid term break in 
October. Our congratulations go to:-  Mrs T Taylor,  
Mrs B Levick, Ms J Lindsay and Mr M Dawson. 
 
Mrs B Levick,  
Assistant Headteacher  
& Training School Manager 


