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October 2005 

Dear Parents 
 

As we approach the October break I am pleased to be able to report on the progress of the 
school. The new pattern to the school day is now established and students have adapted well 
to the five period day and two-week timetable.  
 

Results in public examinations were again very pleasing: 
 

·  At Key Stage 3 our Level 5 results: English (76%), Mathematics (76%), Science (59%) 
reflected a lot of hard work by (now) Year 10 students and provides a positive 
springboard to success over the next two years. 

·  In Year 11 our 5A-C grade GCSE headline score rose again to a new high at 55% 
with 99.5% of students gaining 5 A-G grades. Many students benefited from our 
decision to abandon study leave and teach right up to the examinations, along with 
the full range of support and mentoring strategies we have developed over the years. 
The stay on rate into full time education or training at 83% is our highest ever with the 
sixth form growing to 190 students. 

·  At A Level students surpassed previous efforts with a 99% pass rate and an increased 
number of higher A Level grades than in previous years. 43 students have progressed 
to Further and Higher Education. 

 

During the summer break we received designation as a High Performing Specialist School 
from the government Department for Education and Skills. This will mean that the school will 
take on greater responsibilities and additional funding as a ‘Training School’ over the next four 
years. We have an opportunity to train new teachers and support staff to work at Thomas 
Aveling and to contribute to the local pool of well qualified people.  This week we have been 
successfully re-designated as an Investor in People (IIP), a national award to recognise 
training and development in the school.  
 

Our curriculum priorities for 2005/6 are to continue our upward trend by working hard to 
improve teaching and learning, particularly in the area of assessment and feedback for 
students. We are also keen to really stretch our most able pupils both through classroom 
activities and through the Gifted and Talented programme.  
 

We are pleased to note strengthening local networks of schools with more of our sixth form 
students taking courses within our local sixth form partnership. We are currently working with 
the local authority and Governors at Warren Wood School to extend services on our two 
school sites. This could mean more after school, weekend and holiday opportunities and 
activities for local people. 
 

Once again we had a very busy Open Evening for prospective parents and I would like to 
thank all students who volunteered to show families around the school or to work in 
departments during the evening. I am available each month to meet parents on any matter 
relating to your child’s education and welcome and encourage parental involvement in the life 
of the school.   
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
Richard Hart   -  Headteacher 



IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Thurs 20th October End of Term 1 
Fri 21st October Staff Development Day 
 (Students do not attend) 
 
Mon 31st October Start of Term 2 
Fri 16th December End of Term 2 
 
Tues 3rd Jan 2006 Staff Development Day 
 (Students do not attend) 
Wed 4th Jan Start of Term 3 
 

Important examination dates: 
 
Year 12  
Tues 1st Nov  Mock Maths paper 
Wed  2nd Nov Mock Maths paper 
Mon 7th Nov  English  paper 1 
Thurs 10th Nov English  paper 2 
 
Year 11 
Tues 8th Nov  Maths (Set 1 only) 
Fri 11th Nov  Maths (Set 1 only) 
Week beginning 12th Dec 
   Mock exams 
Week beginning 2nd Jan 2006 
   Mock practical exams 
 
Year 10 
Thurs 24th Nov Science Modules 
 
A more detailed examination timetable will be 
issued at a later date. 
 
 

CASHLESS CANTEEN 
 
Please remember that from the beginning of 
Term 2 students must have a smartcard in 
order to purchase food from the canteen.  
Students who receive free school meals will 
also need to use a smartcard every day.  The 
alternative is for your child to bring a packed 
lunch to school.  If your child has lost his/her 
smartcard a replacement may be purchased 

f rom Student 
Services. Please 
support us in our 
attempts to make 
th e  ca sh les s 
system run as 
e f f i c ien t ly  as 
p o s s i b l e  b y 

ensuring that your child brings their 
smartcard or a packed lunch to school every 
day.  Thank you. 
 
Mrs Stratford 
Student Services 

 
LOST PROPERTY 

 
All lost property will be on display in the main 
hall on the second Thursday of every month, 
beginning on Thursday 10th November at 3 
pm.  Parents are welcome to come and have 
a look for their child©s belongings.  Students 
may also come to Student Services on any 
week-day before registration, during lunch or 
break times and after school to claim their 
property.  At the moment we have an 
enormous amount of lost property and 
insufficient storage space so any items 
remaining unclaimed after 10th November 
will be sent to charity.  Thank you for your 
support. 
 
Mrs Stratford 
Student Services 

 
 

POETRY WORKSHOP 
 
Our English class went to a poetry workshop 
in June. It was great! I feel it really was a 
good learning curve for anyone who enjoys 
writing poetry. We looked at how to write 
poems about things we see, and how to 
expand beyond that object. We had a 
professional poet talk to us, and she read to 
us some of her work, and it really was 
excellent. I would definitely recommend this 
trip to anyone who may be faced with the 
opportunity. It was not only really interesting, 
but it was a nice relaxing break from the 
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average busy afternoon. I was inspired to 
write the following poem: 

 
The Fruit of Life! 

 
Old and lonely, 
Dry and forgotten, 
Life seems so unfair at times, 
Beaten, down trodden, 
Your yellow skin,  
Tainted with bruises of caramel brown. 
Lying there, shrivelled,  
Your death bed is where you lie, 
Your life is ceasing, 
The dried up banana skin!  
 
by Andrew King 11I  
 

NATIONAL POETRY DAY 
 
Pupils celebrated National Poetry Day on 
Thursday 6th October by writing poems about 
the future.  Here are a few examples: 
 
Mrs Esland 
Head of Communication Faculty 
 

My Pet Alien 
 

My pet alien has ten 
legs  
And a flat body 
Which changes 
colour depending how 
it feels. 
Green if it is happy, 
Red if it is not. 
He’s often hard to find  

As he’s camouflaged a lot! 
 
by Sam Torr 8M 

 
My Alien 

 
My pet alien is spotty, wriggly,  
Jumpy and bumpy. 
He has four legs, three arms and six blue 
eyes. 
He looks green and slimy like old green pies. 
My pet alien has antenna that point west. 
He has bad breath  
But I like him the best. 
 
by Jasmaan Nagra 8M 

Pocket Alien 
 

Small enough to fit in my pocket,  
I found him in a blue rocket. 
With three eyes to keep an eye on you 
And seven legs, he could play for Man. U. 
When he’s in bed he snores all night. 
He’s blue and slimy, what a silly sight. 
When he comes looking for a treat 
I feed him chocolate,  
He loves most things sweet. 
 
by Andrew Hearne-Kingsford 8D 

 
WARREN WOOD VISITS THE THOMAS 
AVELING SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY 

LIBRARY 
 
Over the first five 
weeks of the new 
school term, the 
Library at Thomas 
Aveling School will be 
welcoming the whole 
of Warren Wood 
Primary and Junior 
Schools. 
 
Every Tuesday and Friday afternoon for five 
weeks, a class will be visiting the Library to 
borrow books and listen to stories. 
 
Thomas Aveling Library staff hope that this 
will be the first of many visits to this excellent 
community resource. 
 

MEDWAY BOOK AWARDS  
27th SEPTEMBER 2005  

THE GUILDHALL, ROCHESTER 
 
Each year schools throughout Medway are 
invited to take part in an award made by 
Medway Libraries to an author for a first 
novel written for teenagers. 
 
Small reading groups are set up within the 
schools, the selected books are handed out 
and the reading begins. 
 

This year the chosen books were:  
‘Millions’ by Frank Cottrell Boyce;  
©The Recruit: Cherub© by Robert Muchamore; 
‘Dizzy’ by Cathy Cassidy;  
‘The Ring of the Slave Prince’ by Bjarne 
Reuter. 
 



The Thomas Aveling group consisted of 
Elizabeth Cook 10L, Kyle Rogers 8D, 
Amber Whiting 8D, Charlotte Griffiths 10A 
and was assisted by Miss Suman from the 
English Department and Mrs Jeanes from the 
Library.   
 
Without a doubt, the winner was –  
‘The Recruit - Cherub’ by Robert Muchamore. 
 
Thomas Aveling students were invited to a 
reception in the Guildhall, Rochester for the 
presentation to Robert Muchamore, and 
enjoyed listening to him speak about how he 
became a writer. The students were able to 
choose one of his books in recognition of 
their efforts, before tucking into the feast 
provided by Medway Libraries. 
 
Mrs Jeanes 
School Librarian 
 
A selection of 4 students from Years 8 and 10 
went to the Guildhall in Rochester where we 
met the winner of the 2005 book awards - 
Robert Muchamore, author of ©The Recruit: 
Cherub©.  He gave the whole hall a talk about 
the ups and downs of his writing career. He 
gave us confidence that you can’t do 
everything the first time around.  We were 
allowed to choose a signed copy of either 
book 1, 2 or 3 in the ©Cherub© series and five 
lucky people were given an advance copy of 
book 4 - not officially published yet.  This trip 
has inspired me to write my own books and 
enter the book awards again next year.  I 
would like to thank Mrs Jeanes                                                                                                  
for organising the trip and Miss Suman for 
giving up her time to come with us. 
 
Charlotte Griffiths 10A 
 
It was great to attend the Medway Book 
Awards with Mrs Jeanes and Miss Suman.  
We met the winner Robert Muchamore and 
even got a signed copy of his latest book.   
 

Kyle Rogers 8D 
 
We went to the Guildhall in Rochester and it 
was great fun at the Book Awards.  The best 
thing was that we met the winner and got to 
miss some lessons! 
 
Amber Whiting 8D 

ENGLISH COURSEWORK SURGERY 
 
The English department will be running an 
after school coursework surgery for years 10 
and 11 after the autumn break in E1. The 
purpose of this session is for catching up with 
missing work and also for additional help with 
tasks. 
 
Mrs Lee 
English Department 
 
SCHOOL PERFORMANCE OF MACBETH 
AT THE HAZLITT THEATRE, MAIDSTONE 

 
On Tuesday 18th October students from 
across the school, in years 8 to 11 were 
involved in a production of Macbeth that was 
shown to a theatre audience at the Hazlitt 
Theatre in Maidstone.  The performance, 
which was part of the Shakespeare Schools 
Festival 2005, was a thirty-minute abridged 
version of the Shakespeare tragedy.  The 
evening involved three other schools, each 
providing a thirty-minute version of a different 
Shakespeare play.  The students had worked 
hard in workshop and rehearsal sessions 
since before the summer holidays, in order to 
create a play that they could be proud of.  
The workshop sessions encouraged students 
to create their character, and to explore the 
way that their character would act, speak, 
move and think, and this in turn helped to 
create an exceptional performance from all 
involved! 
 
The play will also be performed to all students 
in Year 9, as Macbeth is the text that will be 
studied by the year group for their English 
SATS.  Giving the students an opportunity to 
see a performance of Macbeth at this stage in 

the year will 
help them to 
u n d e r s t a n d 
and appreciate 
the play when 
they come to 
study it later in 
the year. 
 



would like to thank Mrs Jeanes                                                                                                                            

Students involved in the production were: 
 
Witches  - Lily Burford 8E 
                   Willow Burford 8D  
                   Ashleigh Brannon 8E  
                   Lorna Fazakerley 8W  
              Becky Acheson 8M 
                    Joanne Cooke 10E 
                Sian Roberts 8E 
  
Duncan  -  Daniel Brierley 11V 
   
Banquo  - Kieron McKeown 10A 
  
Macbeth  -  Craig Allen 11A 
  
Ross  -  Tom Connor 11I 
 
Argus  - Andrew King 11I 
 
Lady Macbeth - Nissa Dann 10E and  
  Hayley Parkin 10L 
  
Lennox  -  Kairn Bignell 10G 
 
Donalbain  -  Scott Barnard 11B  
 
Miss West 
English Department 
 

YEAR 8 VISIT TO  
THE LONDON DUNGEON  
& MADAME TUSSAUDS 

The trip to The London Dungeon and 
Madame Tussauds  back in June was great!!!  
We were on the coach for over two hours 
because there was a lot of traffic.  At the 
museum we split into groups and had our 

photos taken as we 
went in.  As we 
walked in a man 
jumped out at us and 
I had to hold my 
f r i e n d ’ s  h a n d 
because I was so 
scared.  She ended 
up with a dead arm!  
We met various 
actors pretending to 
be characters like a 
nurse in the plague, a 
torturer and many 
more.  We saw an 
exhibition of Jack the Ripper telling us about 
his victims and what he did.  We even saw a 
body he had cut up.  We went on a water ride 
and it was pitch black - I was really scared.  
When we went into the Labyrinth of the Lost, I 
kept walking into mirrors. We then went by 
coach to Madame Tussauds and saw lots of 
wax models of famous people, even a 
chocolate statue of Elton John!  We saw life-
like models of the Queen, Hitler, David and 
Victoria Beckham, J-Lo, Chris Tarrant, 
Beyonce and many more.  The day was great 
fun and there were lots of screams! 
 
Kelsey Smith  9A & Bethan Morgan 9V 
 

 
INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS 

 
If anyone in Years 7 - 10 would like to learn 
an instrument, we still have spaces available.  
Lessons are either 20 minutes if you are 
taught on your own or 30 minutes if you are 
taught in a pair. You can have lessons in 
piano, keyboard, voice, drums, flute, 
saxophone, clarinet, and guitar.  For more 
information and an application form, please 
see Mrs Best or Mr Plank. 
 
Mrs Best 
Music Department 

Mrs Monday and Mrs Jones with a murderous 
bunch at The London Dungeon 



RLSS UK NATIONALS  
LIFESAVING CHAMPIONSHIP SHIELD.  

 
My twin sister Penny and I swim for the City of 
Rochester Swimming and Lifesaving Club. We 
had to go through a series of stages with the 
first round held in the Kings School, 
Rochester. The second round, held in Eltham 
pool in London, was the south east region 
qualifying round for the RLSS UK Nationals 
Lifesaving Championship Shield.  
 
The final round will be held in Ponds Forge 
International pool in Sheffield where Penny 
and myself are representing junior boys and 
junior girls for the South East.  
 
There will be a number of things taking place 
in November.  In each round we have to 
perform a wet Aquatic Initiative test and dry 
Initiative test (First Aid Resuscitation), a line 
throw when we have to loop the rope as fast 
as we can and throw it out in order to pull our 
casualties to safety within 90 seconds and 
finally a swim and tow swim to our casualty for 
25m then tow them back for another 25m but it 
is all down to speed. We both work very hard 
and do lots of training week after week. This is 
Penny©s first time in the Nationals and I know 
she will do her very best.  
 
I have been to the Nationals three times: in 
2003 I won a gold medal and in 2004 I came 
home with two gold medals. I went to the 
speed trials and won a medal and 3 other 
medals with my team. I was given the "Victor 
Ludorum" award 2004 and then "Junior 
Lifesaver of the Year" for 2004.  
 
We are both hoping to do well and go with our 
club to the Commonwealth Games in 2006. 
We have been swimming for 9 years now and 
have enjoyed every bit of it.  It’s a great hobby 
to have. It’s good fun and we meet lots of 
friends. 
 
Jack and Penny Somm Year 9 

 

SPONSORED RUN FOR YEARS 7 AND 8 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During this term every year, a sponsored 
event is organised for the younger students 
in the school. This year, the event will be a 
sponsored run around part of the school 
field. All students in Years 7 and 8 will be 
given a sponsor form before the holiday, and 
so will be able to collect sponsors during 
their week off school. The run will take place 
during one of the students’ first PE lessons 
of the new term, and the Sponsor Form will 
be signed by a PE teacher, indicating the 
number of laps completed. All money raised 
will be shared by the school and a charity of 
the students’ choice. Prizes will be awarded 
to the students who complete the most laps, 
and who raise the most money.  
 
Mr Townsend 
PE Department 
 
 

 
FOOTBALL SUPERSTARS 

 
 
 
Congratulations go out to James Allen 11T 
and Alistair Nwachukwu 9A.  Both boys 
have been selected to play football for Kent. 
 
Miss Wellman 
Head of PE 
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FOOTBALL RESULTS 
 

The football results so far have been very 
encouraging both in League and Cup 
matches.  Well done to all teams. 
 
Mr Moss   
PE Department 
 
Year 8 
 
League 
Thomas Aveling 6  -  5  Hundred of Hoo  
Thomas Aveling 1  -  0  Howard 
Thomas Aveling 3  -  2  Rainham Mark 
 
Kent Cup 
Thomas Aveling 6  -  5  Hundred of Hoo 
 
Year 9 
 
League 
Thomas Aveling     13  -  1  MCC 
Thomas Aveling 0  -  4  Greenacre 
 
Kent Cup 
Thomas Aveling 4  -  3  Abbey School 
 
E.S.F.A. Cup 
Thomas Aveling 3  -  4  Northfleet Boys 
 
Year 10 
 
League 
Thomas Aveling 5  -  2  Rainham Mark 
Thomas Aveling 4  -  3  Howard 
 
Year 11 
League 
Thomas Aveling 2  -  1  Rainham Mark 
Thomas Aveling 3  -  3  Hundred of Hoo 
Thomas Aveling 0  -  2  Howard 
 
Kent Cup 
Thomas Aveling 3  -  2  Senacre 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 NETBALL LEAGUE GAMES 
 

Years 7, 8 and 9 
 
Fixtures will begin at the start of Term 2.  
Dates will be posted in the Sportshall.  Come 
along and cheer your team.  All support 
welcome. 
 

HOCKEY PRACTICE 
 

Years 7, 8 and 9  (boys and girls) 
 
Hockey practice will be held at the Holcombe 
Hockey Club every Wednesday at 3.15 pm 
until 4.30 pm.  Please arrange your own 
transport and pick-up. 
 
Years 10, 11, 12 and 13  (boys and girls) 
 
Hockey practice will be held at the Holcombe 
Hockey Club every Thursday at 3.15 pm until 
4.30 pm.  Please arrange your own transport 
and pick-up. 
 
If you have any queries, please see a member 
of staff from the PE Department. 
 
Miss Wellman 
Head of PE 
 

Hearty congratulations go to: 
Mrs Holdsworth, Data Manager, 
Mrs Gunn, Deputy Headteacher, and 
Mr Neave Assistant Headteacher  
for successfully completing the 10 km run at 
Leeds Castle on Sunday 16th October. There 
were about 1800 runners and it was a tough 
and gruelling course including about a mile 
uphill.  So far about £280 has been raised for 
cancer research.  If anyone wants to make a 
donation to this worthwhile cause please see 
either Mrs Gunn or Mr Neave.  Well done. 

 



� � � �� � � � � ��	 
 � ��
 � �� � � � � ��� � � �� � � � � ��	 
 � ��
 � �� � � � � ��� � � �� � � � � ��	 
 � ��
 � �� � � � � ��� � � �� � � � � ��	 
 � ��
 � �� � � � � ��(A Foundation Technology College) Arethusa Road Rochester Kent ME1 2UW 

Headteacher: Mr R J Hart BEd, MA     �   01634 844809     fax: 01634 818385      www.thomasaveling.co.uk 

 
Working and Learning Together for Success 

LIBRARY SALE  
 

During the Autumn term 
break, from Saturday 
22nd  Oc tober  to 
T h u r s d a y  2 7 t h 
October, there will be a 
sale of books, videos, 
DVDs,  CDs and 

Playstation games, in the library.  The library 
will be open from 3.00 till 6.00 weekdays and 
10.00 till 4.00 on Saturdays.   
Come along and grab yourself a bargain!! 
 
Mrs Jeanes 
School Librarian 
 
 
 

ATTENTION ALL KNITTERS! 
 
If you have any odd balls of 
unwanted knitting yarn, the 
Textiles department can make 
very good use of them. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 
Ms Saunders 
i/c Textiles Department 
 
 

JEWELLERY WANTED 
 
We want any old bead 
necklaces or bracelets please, 
even if they are broken!!  Not 
your best diamonds or pearls 
but beads are expensive and 
the Textiles department can 
recycle them into stunning 
pieces of artwork.  Have a look 
at the bottom of your jewellery box please. All 
donations are welcome.  Thank you. 
 
Ms Job 
Textiles Department 

TREASURE ISLAND 
December 8th and 9th  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

T h e  Y e a r  1 3 
Performing Arts group would like to invite 
you to come and see this year’s Christmas 
Production. 
 
Based on Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic 
novel this all singing all dancing 
extravaganza is not to be missed. 
 
So come and support your children, friends 
and peers on  

Thursday 8th and Friday 9th December. 
Hope to see you there! 
  
The Year 13 Performing Arts Team 

 
PUSS IN BOOTS 
 December 12th 

 
All parents, particularly those of students 
taking part, are cordially invited to attend a 
performance of the Year 7 Drama group’s 
performance of the pantomime, “Puss in 
Boots” to be held on Monday December 
12th at 4 pm in the school’s Drama Studio.  
There is no admission charge and the 
performance will last for about 30 minutes.   
 
Mr Knott  - Drama Department 

 


