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October  2003 

Dear Parents 
 
We have enjoyed a very busy and productive half-term and I know students and teachers are 
looking forward to a well-earned break.  Our Open Evening and day visits were extremely busy and 
I would like to thank everyone who gave up so much time and effort to support the school.  Our 
School Prefects and Sixth Form Officers were magnificent and were an excellent role model for 
younger students. 
 
The summer examination results were again our best ever!  At A Level, we had our highest ever 
pass rate (90%) from our highest ever number of entries.  At GCSE, our Year 11 students gained 
outstanding results with 42% gaining five good (A-C grade) GCSEs and 97% gaining five passes.  
The Sixth Form continues to expand and now has 180 students studying for both intermediate and 
advanced qualifications.  Parents will be pleased to learn that, as a consequence of collaboration 
with local schools, future generations of our students will have an increased choice of courses at 16. 
 
Last week, we opened a brand new Recording 
Studio, in order to be able to offer Music 
Technology at A Level.  Many other musicians 
and performers will benefit from the facilities 
that have transformed a disused changing room 
to a high-tech studio. 
 
Following the appointment of Mr L Edwards as 
a Parent Governor, we still have one remaining 
Parent Governor vacancy, and any parent of a 
current student would be most welcome to join 
the Governing Body.  Please contact me 
directly at the school for an informal 
discussion. 
 
 
Finally, may I remind parents that students 
should not attend school on Thursday 23rd and Fr iday 24th October , since these will be staff 
development days.  All students will return to school on Monday 3rd November 2003 following the 
half-term break. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

Richard Hart 
Headteacher 

© A Colyer  

Rose Collinson, Medway’s Director of 
Education, opens the new Recording Studio 



IMPORTANT DATES FOR YEAR 11 
 
Following a very successful Year 11 ‘Aiming High’  
evening in September, I would like to take this 
opportunity to remind all families of Year 11 students of 
some very important dates that are fast approaching. 
 
Work experience starts on Monday 20th October  and 
concludes on Fr iday 24th October .  Good luck to you all, 
and I hope your experience of work is informative. 
 
Mock exams run for two weeks immediately after the 
Christmas break.  Once students return to school on 3rd 
November , preparation for their exams needs to start in 
earnest.  Can I please ask that family holidays are not 
booked during term time leading up to, and during, the 
two week mock exam period (5th - 16th January 2004).  
This is most important preparation and completion of 
coursework time. 
 
Mr T W Scott 
Assistant Headteacher 
 

GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS 
 
Congratulations to four of our students – Danielle 
Humphrey (Year 10) Oliver Henderson and Adam Parks 
(Year 9) and Adiel Onumah (Year 8) who successfully 
took part in a summer programme for Gifted and Talented 
students organised by Medway.  These students were 
nominated by their Heads of Department to represent The 
Thomas Aveling School.   
 
Danielle attended a week’s Art course at the Kent Institute 
of Art and Design, working on a ‘Manimal’  project.  This 
involved visits to Howletts Zoo, Powell Cotton Museum, 
and the production of various life drawings, using a 
number of different media and techniques. 
 
Oliver had the opportunity of two weeks developing his 
music skills and understanding with the Music Summer 
School.  Work included Gospel singing, Music, ICT, 
African drumming and work with a range of instruments, 
including guitar, drums, saxophone, violin and trumpet. 
 
Adiel attended the English Summer School at Rochester 
Girls’  Grammar School.  During his two weeks, he 
studied Victorian Gothic Horror, Detective stories and 
poetry.  This incorporated the work of Coleridge, Conan 
Doyle and some very scary stories!! 
 
Adam Parks attended a number of venues while studying 
Napoleonic History. ICT was developed at Bridgewardens 
College; Ship-building at Chatham Dockyard; HMS 
Victory at Portsmouth; Land Warfare at Fort Amherst, 
and Napoleon at Guildhall Museum, Rochester. 
 
They were all involved in a variety of activities, including 
project work and presentations to a number of different 
audiences.  They all enjoyed their particular course ‘ far 
more than expected’  and would love the opportunity of a 
similar experience in the future.  Well done to you all, and 
thanks to Medway for the opportunity and the challenge. 

Mr Goodwin (Head of Science & Technology Faculty) 
would also like to congratulate the following students for 
their effort in a one-day ‘Code Breaking’  activity at 
Rochester Girls’  Grammar School, funded by The Thomas 
Aveling School:  Chris Humphrey, Holly Crundwell  and 
Amber Gibson. 
 
Once again, the activities proved to be great fun while 
generating much thought and interest – not quite the 
Enigma standard yet, but watch this space! 
 
Mr T W Scott 
Assistant Headteacher 
 

HOMEWORK TIMETABLES 
 
I feel sure parents will find it helpful to have a copy of the 
Homework Timetables which have been published for 
each Year Group, and a copy relevant to your child’s year 
group is published with this newsletter 
 
Mr T W Scott 
Assistant Headteacher 
 

GROUND FORCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Thomas Aveling Ground Force finished planting 200 
new bulbs in the school courtyard this week.  The project 
was to re-design the area of the courtyard, which received 
fresh tarmac, during the summer.  Toni Carter, Amy 
Godman, Charlotte Griffiths, Nicole Jones, Aimee Josh, 
David Little, Kieren Martin, Danielle Moat and Anthony 
Williams, make up the Ground Force Team every Monday 
after school, looking after the school grounds and 
planting.  Well done to you all. 
 
Ms A Colyer 
Senior Site Services Officer 
 

GOVERNORS’  ANNUAL REPORT TO PARENTS 
 
All parents are invited to attend the Governors’  Annual 
Report to Parents which will take place on Wednesday 5th 
November  2003 at 6.00 pm in the School Hall 
 

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION 
 
We have started collecting Box Tops for Education 
tokens, which can be found on all Nestle breakfast cereal 
packs.  It would be greatly appreciated if you could send 
the tokens in with your child – the more tokens we collect, 
the more money we can raise for the school. 

© A Colyer  



YEAR 11 CRAGRATS PERFORMANCE 
 
On Monday 29th September, Year 11 was visited by a 
Theatre Group called CRAGRATS.  They talked to us 
about what options we had after taking our GCSEs and the 
effects they would have on our futures.  Although they 
didn’ t just talk, they sang, danced and performed, they 
gave us important information, some of which we had 
been told before, but this time, it seemed to sink in more 
because they made it fun. 
 
Emma Williams – 11G 
 
The other day, I went to see a Careers Drama Production 
by CRAGRATS.  It was very useful in explaining to me 
what there is for me to use in the future.  It explained 
about modern apprenticeships and the Sixth Form.  I found 
it very interesting and it has helped me with my career 
choices.  They did it in the form of a play, where they had 
two schoolboys and two girls.  One of each was prepared 
and the other thought they had their life planned out.   It 
was very helpful and I found it funny, but useful and 
interesting at the same time. 
 
Mark Kenward – Year 11 
 

FUNDRAISING 
 
As in previous years, each Year Group has nominated a 
Charity which they have chosen to support.  The Charities 
are as follows: 
 
Year 7    -  Kent Air Ambulance 
Year 8    -  Barnados 
Year 9    -  Sponsoring a 3rd World Child 
Year 10  -  Macmillan Cancer nurses 
Year 11  -  Cancer research 
6th Form -  Barnados 
 
Ms R Gray 
Senior Head of Year 

 
INSTRUMENTAL TUITION 

 
We still have places to learn the guitar, piano, keyboard, 
flute, clarinet, saxophone, violin and trumpet.  Forms are 
available from Mrs Best.  If you have been accepted to 
learn an instrument, please check the noticeboard outside 
M1 for your lesson time. 
 

HERE COME THE CLASSICS! 
 
On Wednesday 8th October, a group of Year 10, 11, 12 and 
13 students travelled to The Royal Albert Hall.  They 
listened to The Philharmonic Orchestra perform pieces 
such as Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue and Ravel’s Bolero.  
An enjoyable evening was had by all. 
 
Mrs B Best 
Music Department 
 
We went to see the Philharmonic Orchestra at The Royal 
Albert Hall.  I don’ t usually like classical music, but I 
really enjoyed myself.  It was a mixture of classical pieces, 

and I had heard most of them before, which made it more 
enjoyable.  I have listened to classical music on CD, but 
to actually listen to a live orchestra was amazing.  I would 
recommend it to everyone, even if you do not usually like 
classical music. 
 
Natasha Perkins – 11T 
 
We went to see the Philharmonic Orchestra at The Royal 
Albert Hall on Wednesday and it was a really amazing 
night.  I didn’ t really appreciate classical music, but I 
definitely do now!  Two thumbs up, and 10/10 for the 
Philharmonic Orchestra – go see it! 
 
Jayne Harris – 10E 
 

LIBRARY REPORT 
 
The past twelve months has been a period of settling into 
the new building. After the initial opening excitement, I 
am pleased to see that staff and students are making the 
maximum use of the Learning Resources Centre. During 
the school day it is rarely empty and there is a bustling 
atmosphere of learning, study and reading for pleasure.  
Lunchtime in the LRC is still very busy and the student 
library assistants, led by two 6th formers and two Yr 11 
students are invaluable.  All the Library assistants 
underwent training sessions after school and in June of 
this year, accompanied me on a visit to the Delce Junior 
School Library. I hope that as a result of this visit, we will 
be able to raise funds and donate time to assist in the 
setting up of primary school libraries in the area. These 
young people also gave their time to represent the school 
at an open afternoon promoting the merger in April 2004 
of The Thomas Aveling School Library with Medway 
Library Services. 
 
Homework Club is once again operating from the LRC 
three afternoons a week, and parents, please feel free to 
join in.  If your youngster has a younger brother or sister 
in Year 6, perhaps they might like to use our books and 
computers to help with any homework projects that they 
might have.  You are welcome any Tuesday, Wednesday 
or Thursday afternoon from 3.00 until 4.00 
 
A Book Week is planned for the New Year, 
with the theme ©Caribbean Carnival of 
Literature©. It is hoped that we will have 
several well-known Caribbean poets and writers working 
with students across the whole school, culminating in an 
evening of Caribbean food and entertainment. Watch for 
more information on this exciting event. 
 
Mrs J Jeanes 
Librarian 
 

THE DOUBLE U HOMEWORK CLUB 
Reopens after half-term 

 
Have you got a problem with homework?  Need extra 
help?  Don’ t like doing it on your own at home?  Then 
why not come along to the Learning Resources Centre, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 3.00 pm until 
4.00 pm.   
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Working and Learning Together for Success 

You will find teachers, a Librarian and friends, all ready 
and waiting to lend a hand.  You don’ t have to come to 
every session, but the more times you visit, the better your 
results will be and if that isn’ t enough, you also get the 
chance to enter competitions, quizzes and win fun prizes. 
 
Mrs J Jeanes 
Librarian 
 

YEAR 10 HISTORY TRIP  
TO YPRES IN BELGIUM 

 
I really enjoyed the visit to Ypres in Belgium.  We were 
able to feel something of what the soldiers went through 
and we got to see the trenches.  They were wetter than I 
thought.  Then we went to a British and German 
Cemetery.  There were loads of lines of graves.   This 
made me sad because they lost their lives.  Then we went 
to a large museum and we saw lots of the soldiers’  
possessions, like watches and guns.  One room had glass 
on the floor and you could see model dead bodies.  We 
then had some time in Ypres to visit the shops and buy 
chocolate.  Some of us went up to the Menin Gate and 
looked at the thousands of names of soldiers 
who had no graves, but died in the battle of 
Ypres. 
 
Ben Baker – 10A 
 
On Friday 3rd October, we went to Ypres in Belgium on a 
History trip.  We left school at about 6.15 am to go to 
Dover and caught a ferry.  When we got to Belgium, the 
first place we went to was Sanctuary Wood and Hill 62.  It 
was really interesting to see the trenches and through a 
really long tunnel, which literally went from one end of 
the wood to the other!  While we were there, we also go to 
look at photos taken from this site when the First World 
War was on.   Some of the pictures were a bit gruesome, 
but it was cool to be able to actually see what it was like.  
After that, we visited a British Cemetery called Tyne Cot.  
Everything was kept in pristine condition, and it was all 
white stone and very neat.  We had a tour guide 
explaining things about it as well.  We left a wreath from 
our school there too.  We then visited a German 
Cemetery.  It was completely different from the British 
one.  Everything was black, and there were four really 
scary statues at the back!  We also went to a museum, 
which was interesting too.  At the end of the day, we had 
the chance to look around the town on our own and buy 
lots of chocolate!  All in all, we had a great day. 
 
Lucy Rix – 10E 

 
PE SPONSORED EVENT WEEK 

 
During the week 13th - 17th October, all Year 7, 8 and 9 
students took part in a Sponsored run/walk during their PE 
lessons, to raise money for school clubs, activities and 
transport. They completed as many laps of the circuit as 

they could in each lesson, in a variety of PE and sports 
clothing, with their best score being entered onto the 
Sponsor Form.  Many students managed to obtain a long 
list of sponsors and are now, hopefully, collecting in their 
money!  All sponsor money should be handed in to 
Student Services, in a sealed envelope, with the student’s 
name, tutor group and amount written on it, and we would 
like all sponsor money to be given in by Fr iday 7th 
November  please.  Prizes will be awarded to the most 
successful students in each tutor group and year group.  
Thank you to all parents and relatives who have sponsored 
our students in this event. 
 
Mr M Townsend 
Community Development Officer 
 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH  
PRACTICE EXPEDITION 

 
26 Year 10 students took part in a Practice Expedition for 
their Bronze Award in the Thurnham/Detling area on the 
weekend of 10th - 12th October.  They had to camp for two 
nights and walk for a total of 15 miles over two days.  
They also had to carry all their equipment with them, and 
provide and cook their own food.  Fortunately, the 
weather was dry, if a bit cold at 
night, and there was a generally 
good level of map-reading, walking 
and camp-craft.  The Assessed 
Expedition will take place in the 
Summer term. 
 
Mr M Townsend 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Co-ordinator 
 
We arrived at Cold Blow Campsite at about 6.00 pm on 
Friday night.  We managed to pitch the tents quickly and 
put all our gear inside.  We met some German students 
and also students from other Medway schools.  On 
Saturday, we set out on a 9 mile walk, carrying all our 
equipment in large rucksacks.  The walk was hard work, 
but enjoyable, and we were happy to get back to the site, 
pitch our tents and cook our evening meal.  On Sunday, 
we walked 6 miles, and my group arrived back early.  
Thanks to Mr Townsend, Miss Perrenot, Mr Akehurst and 
Mrs Stockden, for giving up their weekend to allow us to 
do the expedition. 
 
Ian Routlege – 10E 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
 
Students may come to Student Services Reception on 
Monday 20th October  to check for any items lost during 
this half-term.  A reminder to parents please that all items 
of clothing should be clearly named in order that they can 
be reunited with their owner as speedily as possible. 


