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Dear Parents/Carers

Welcome to the 100th edition of the Thomas Aveling Newsletter and my first! | would like to use this
edition to share with you some of my initial observations as new Headteacher and some of the
changes and improvements | will want to see in the coming months and years. However, before | do
that, | would just like to say a big thank you to all the staff and students who are working very hard to
achieve our exam targets in the Summer. We are an ambitious school who want the very best for all
of our students and the work we have put in, and are continuing to put in, should ensure that our
Year 11s and 13s reach, or even surpass their potential. There is still a great deal that can be done
if students commit to doing well.

As you will know, we are seeking to change our status as a school to become an educational trust.
This means that the work we do with partners such as the University of Kent, Barnardo’s and NHS
Medway will be on an official level. The help these organisations can give us to advise students on
Higher Education and living a healthy and socially responsible life is fantastic. You will very soon
see official notification appearing in the local area as we move to the next stage of this development.

It is great to see that the actions we have recently taken to ensure all of our students are smartly
dressed are already having an impact. Thank you to all parents who have supported us with this.

For a school to work effectively, we do need to have the support of parents to reinforce the
importance of hard work, meeting deadlines and behaving sensibly. In order to be most effective, a
real partnership needs to be established between the school, parents and students. In the coming
months there will be opportunities for you to let us know what you appreciate about the school and
also what you would like to see improved. | hope you take advantage of these opportunities.

Being a specialist Technology College means that we have a responsibility to use new technologies
to enhance our curriculum. Currently we make great use of PCs and laptops to ensure the quality of
work students produce is high. In the future we will be working on providing a great deal more
activities and resources online to support students in their move to become independent learners.

Finally, I would like to wish all of those taking exams in the coming weeks the very greatest success.
We have students in Years 9 to 13 taking important external exams, from early entry GCSEs in Year
9 to final A level exams in Year 13. I'm sure their hard work and determination will reap its rewards.

Yours sincerely

Mr Paul Jackson
Headteacher




IMPORTANT TERM DATES

Monday 25 ™ - Friday 29 ™ May (inclusive)
Mid Term Break

Monday 1% June

Start of Term 6 (Week A)

Monday 13" - Thursday 16 " July (inclusive)
Activities Week

Friday 17 ™ July

End of Term 6 - closure 1.15 pm

HEADTEACHER SURGERY DATES
from 3.00 pm — by appointment only

WEDNESDAY 17™ JUNE 2009
WEDNESDAY 8™ JuLY 2009

Holidays

The holiday form is no longer available as the
Governors have not authorised holiday absence for any
student during term time since September 2007. Only in
exceptional circumstances such as a family
bereavement or participation in a representative sport
will authorised leave will be granted. In these
circumstances, parents should write directly to the
Headteacher.

Penalty Notices

In line with Local Education Authority practice we must
advise parents/carers that a Penalty Notice may be
imposed in certain cases where unauthorised holiday
leave is taken or a child has regular unauthorised
attendance.

Mrs G Nyangon - Assistant Headteacher

LOST PROPERTY
Students and parents are invited to come to the main
hall on Friday 22nd May from 3 pm — 3.30 pm when
all lost property will be put out for collection.

Students may also claim their lost property from Student
Services before or after school and during break-
times.

Please note that due to a lack of storage space,
students’ possessions remaining unclaimed after
3.30 pm on Friday 22nd May will be disposed
of. Thank you.

Mrs S Stratford - Student Services
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Music Department News!!

I'm pleased to announce that the students of the
Thomas Aveling School Music Department have raised
over £300 in their sponsored Practice-a Thon in aid of
CLIC Sargent. Special recognition should go to Lauren
Aldridge in Year 7 who on her own raised £223 WELL
DONE! Plans are in full swing for Battle of the Bands
which will take place on 2" July. Tickets go on sale on
15" June at break times in the hall, so make sure that
you get your tickets early — last year we had to turn
people away at the door due to the popularity of the
event! The 14 students who are going to be singing at
the 02 Arena on 1* July have been working really hard
on the project and are very much looking forward to the
concert. Tickets are now available on Ticketmaster to
be purchased by the following methods:

WERB: http://www.theo2.co.uk/voices

PHONE: 0844 856 0202 DISABLED BOOKING LINE:
0870 600 6140. If you do book tickets, could you
please inform Miss Voice that you will be

attending the performance and if you

would be interested in travelling up to the

Arena by coach with other families from

the school — this is a possibility if we

get sufficient numbers.

Miss Voice - Head of Music

University of Kent Citizenship Day

On Thursday 30" April a group of Year 10 students
went to the University of Kent, Canterbury for a
Citizenship Day. We had the chance to take partin a
court room scenario, being a jury and being the
decision makers. Beside learning about Law we also
had the opportunity to find out about the University
itself, the courses it offers and to ask current students
questions on matters of this relevance.

We got given prospectuses and the coach ride home
was full of discussion. The trip also initiated the idea of
starting a school Debating Society. Students were
really positive about the idea and many subjects have
been suggested already. The day overall was really
enjoyable and most definitely worth while.

Katie Blaze Rowe, Year 10

The day trip to the university of Kent in Canterbury for
the understanding of the workings of a court room was
most enjoyable the day was full of fun activities we got
to have a court room scene acted out and we played
the part of the jury and had to find the defendant guilty
or not guilty and we found her guilty of the murder from
the evidence shown and the witnesses in the stand we
also had a talk about law and the way the law works ,
we also got to ask lots of questions on university to see
what it was all about all in all the day was really
enjoyable and i would like to thank Mrs Cross and Miss
McMahan .

Bradley Peachey, Year 10




PARENTS CORNER

Maths

The numeracy part of family learning

has been successfully running for

the past four years at the Thomas

Aveling School. The students and

parents are ‘working and learning

together for success’. At the end of

the course we had a very successful and enjoyable visit
to Laser Rush in Whitstable. Some of the parents
continue their learning with Thomas Aveling staff working
towards numeracy and literacy qualifications. The maths
department has run a free GCSE course for a cohort of
25 parents. This has proven to be very successful. The
parents are working very hard towards their GCSE.
Good luck to everyone of them.

Miss M Bisrat

GCSE Adult Italian Course

The main idea behind teaching
Italian to adults at Thomas Aveling
was to build another solid bridge
between our students, their parents
and our school. This is forming a
great way for parents to support
their children with their study at
home. The Italian GCSE course started in January and
was an immediate success. After a number of initial
taster lessons (with parents and staff from Thomas
Aveling and Warren Wood) there are about 15 students
who consistently attend the course every Wednesday
afternoon. The students enrolled are aware that the aim
of the course is to gain a GCSE qualification in 2011 and
are taking their study very seriously. They have already
learned a considerable amount of Italian. | hope they
will continue working with the same dedication and | am
confident that they will complete the course successfully.

M Simone
Subject Leader for Italian

Family Literacy Visit
to London

A select group of students in Key [
Stage 3 have been working on their
reading skills which included analysing,
reviewing and describing; they were
successful in completing their stories
about the stimulus text ‘Why the
Whales Came?’ by Michael Morpurgo;
which then enabled them to engage in
speaking and listening activities to
build on their confidence. They also
worked on map reading skills and as |
part of this programme of study
students were expected to identify
landmarks and roads along their tour
route by minibus, boat and tube; which

then gave them an opportunity to describe and inform,
also to put together a collage explaining their visit to
London. The visit was planned with parents and
students so that it could live up to everyone's
expectations and it promised an exciting, educational
and adventurous boat ride and visit to the Science
Museum, one that was enjoyed by parents and
children alike.

Paige Follett was excited and had this to say:
‘We enjoyed our visit to the Science Museum, got a
chance to look around and even have an ice-cream.’

Lucy Freedman enjoyed a pleasant day out and

had this to say about the trip:

‘It was a bright sunny day like full blown summer —
Wednesday, 22" April 2009. The favourite bit was

the hour long boat ride from Greenwich Pier to
Westminster Bridge as | sipped my hot chocolate at
leisure and took in the scenery. Paige Mummery and |
had fun on the ‘Venturer Motion ride’. | wish we can go
again.’

Feedback from parents and students clearly indicated
that they were extremely pleased with the visit. | am
looking forward to writing up the new scheme of work
for Family Literacy and displaying the photos taken by
students and parents during our visit.

Mrs S. Mahomed
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Students on their London visit.

OTHER NEWS

DICKENS TRIP

After we completed an ASDAN module
called Place of Interest in Medway, my
group voted to visit Dickens World at
Chatham Maritime. When we went
there, on 30" April, we went on the
water ride and got a bit wet. After the
water ride we went to see a 3D film about the life of
Charles Dickens. This was a funny trip!

(Dicke'bg

By Amy Burns




PLASTIC > RECYCLE > EDUCATE

)
HISTORY
e

Year 7 made some fantastic model castles for
their History homework last term. Here we can see
Andre Joseph Newman with his excellent homework.

Please recycle any small transparent plastic
pots with lids eg: yoghurt, dessert pots and
squeezy plastic bottles eg: ketchup or sham-
poo bottles, for students to use for mixing and
dispensing paint.

Please deliver your clean
containers to room T6 in
the Art Department.

This is an ongoing re-
quest. Many thanks for s
your kind co-operation.

Mr A Waters -
Art Technician

TRAINING SCHOOL NEWS

Staff are currently engaged in a whole host of
training activities. Presently we have 6 teaching
colleagues following Masters level qualifications,
delivered at the school through Greenwich. We
also have a variety of teaching colleagues
following Teaching and Learning Academy (TLA)
qualifications. Six of our associate colleagues
are currently working towards foundation degrees
with Greenwich University. Other award bearing
qualifications currently being studied include the
SWiS (Support Workers in Schools) programme,
HLTA (Higher Level Teaching Assistant) award
and Leadership, Innovation and Enterprise
Training. All staff will continue to access both
internal and external training activities to improve
the quality of service they deliver to the school.

Mr S Quenby Training
Assistant Headteacher & School
Training School Manager

(A Foundation Technology College & Training School)
Arethusa Road Rochester Kent ME1 2UW
Headteacher: Mr Paul Jackson BSc tel: 01634 844809 fax: 01634 818385  www.thomasaveling.co.uk




