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Dear Parents

The examination period is now upon us for another year and | would like to take this
opportunity to wish every student success in public examinations. The internal examination
week is in the week beginning 11" June. We appreciate that this can be a stressful time for
whole families and appreciate the support students receive from home, particularly in revision
and examination preparation.

The period of transition to our new uniform is almost over and all students should have made
the change by September. There is, however, no expectation for parents of current years 8-10
to purchase new kit for Physical Education. We have been pleased by the take up so far and
again are grateful to parents for their preparedness to change during the current year.

| am delighted to note the range of activities in this newsletter and especially the enthusiasm
from young people for charity fundraising this year. Forthcoming events include a Battle of the
Bands on 21% June , Year 11 Prom on 26" June, a Dance Show on 28" June, Sports Day on
17" July and both the 100% Attenders Lunch and our new Sports Awards Evening on 18"
July. The term will end with a Three Day Arts Event based on world cultures. The term ends for
the school year on Tuesday 24™ July.

The Governors’ revised policy on taking ‘holiday leave’ during term time has been well
publicised; however, | appreciate that families will be thinking ahead and need to be clear on
our position. No holiday leave will be granted during term time from September 2007 save in
exceptional circumstances. Examples of this might be for a family bereavement or to play
representative sport.

| am very pleased to announce that our School Officers have been elected for the year.
They are:-

Oliver Bulcraig (Head Boy);

Tim Peters (Deputy Head Boy);

Samantha Butler (Head Girl);

Kelly-Marie Chappell (Deputy Head Girl);

Kate Fitton and John-Paul Foley (Sports Captains);
Anthony Miles and Lee Delaney (Deputy Sports Captains);
Emma-Kate Featherstone (School Partnership);

Jasmine Mason and Kerry Maguire (Arts);

Yasmin Salam (Community);

Catherine Johnston and Gold Sofela (Plus Certificate & Mentoring);
Rajvinder Khatkar (Publicity & Fundraising);

James Richards and Jasmine Conkie (Social Secretaries).

Yours sincerely

Csthe

Richard Hart
Headteacher




Friday 25" May - End of Term 5

Monday 28" May - Friday 1% June inc.

End of Term 5 Break (students do not attend)
Monday 4™ June - Start of Term 6 (Week B)
Monday 11" June - Friday 15" June
Internal exams for Years 7 - 10

Tuesday 24" July - End of Term 6

FUND RAISING

The School Council would
like to bring to everyone’s
attention the quite
phenomenal amount of
money that has been raised
by the school this year. In
Year 7, £93 was raised in
loose change for Kent Air
. Ambulance, and together
with Year 8, 64 shoe boxes stuffed full of goodies
were collected for children in Africa so that they too
were able to celebrate Christmas with a gift.

In Year 8 a winning formula for fund raising was
established: ‘The Big Hush'. This raised £1253.16 for
MacMillan Cancer.  Parents and teachers alike
enjoyed the method used to raise such a fantastic
amount of money.

Year 9s have raised £350 for South African Aids
orphans. This is enough money to buy groceries for
almost a whole year. Every student in Year 9 sent a
hand-made Christmas card to the orphans which
again was received with a heartfelt and a humbling
thank you.

Years 10 and 11 have enthusiastically responded to
whole school fund raising activities which has seen
money raised for Comic Relief, BBC Children in Need,
Breast Cancer and Phab Kids. Phab Kids being the
Charity that the Head of Year 10 ran the London
Marathon for this year. Mr Smith, with a lot of willing
helpers within the school, raised over £2,000 for this
charity.

The Sixth Form have also raised a couple of thousand
pounds this year - see article below.

The School Council can therefore report that we have
a very kind and generous school that has raised well
over £5,000 for charity and have freely given their time
to help others. Congratulations everyone!!

The School Council

SIXTH FORM RAISE MONEY FOR CHARITY

This year has been a resounding success for those
charities that have received contributions from Sixth
Form events. The most successful has been the
money raised from The Prom and Tag days.

£1686 was shared between Mr Smith’s charity Phab
Kids, donated on his completion of the London
marathon, and The Red Nose appeal. £612 was

raised for Breast Cancer on the “Wear it Pink Day”.
The highlight being several of our Year 12 boys

add!l).

The Children in Need appeal received £437 raised by
students wearing pyjamas for a day and Diabetes UK
have had £70 donated to their charity.

Well done to all of those students who have entered
into the spirit of things and made this a magnificent
year for charity. May | also thank the staff that have
tirelessly supported the Sixth Form in their efforts.
Let's hope that our up and coming Sixth Form can do
as well, if not better!

Mrs D Z Humphrey - Sixth Form Assistant

YEAR 8 RESIDENTIAL TRIP TO PARIS
20" - 23" APRIL 2007

We were all so excited to go to Paris. When we arrived
in France it was very hot. Our first stop was a
Chocolate Factory. A French Monsieur showed us
around the and told us how chocolate is made. At the
end we tasted and bought some chocolate. After that
we drove to the Chateau de Grande Romaine, where
we would be staying for the next few days. We were
introduced to Jimbo, the PGL activity leader and his
team. After dinner we played dodgeball, it was really
funny but we were so tired.

On Saturday we went to the Eiffel Tower, the Arc de
Triomphe, shopping on the Champs Elysees, the
Louvre museum and lots more. After a tiring day we
headed back to the Chateau where after dinner we had
an activity called Egg Race which was really good and
entertaining.

On Sunday we went to a beautiful church called Sacre
Coeur which means Holy Heart. Some of us lit candles
for family and friends. Afterwards we strolled around
Montmartre
with  lots of
portrait artists.
We saw Pablo
Picasso’s
house. Later
we took Le
Metro to
Notre-Dame
cathedral.
Then we went
to the Rex
Cinema where we made our own movie. It was really
good. We watched our movie and | was so
embarrassed because me and Jade were in it as
extras. After dinner at the chateau we had an activity
called “Have-a-go-show” where people had to
volunteer for activities they didn’'t know what they were
and they got covered in flour, water, yoghurt - it was
so funny!

On Monday we sadly said goodbye to Jimbo and the
PGL team who made our trip very enjoyable. We
stopped for some more shopping before going through
the channel tunnel, arriving home to a totally different
culture. | can’t wait to go back to France.

Lucy Mullan 8E
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| am pleased to announce that 43 students across
Key Stage 3 were successful in the “Away with
Words” competition and have had their poetry
published in a poetry book called Verses from Kent.
Congratulations to the following students:

Jack Milner

Connor Starkey
Cherylann Howland
Jessica Potter

Jass Powar
Marina Popova
Simon Baldwin
Jade Dowse

Shelby Wheller Rahul Attra

Lewis Slaughter Farhana Begum
William Connell Jacky Zhu

Jay Taylor Amy Louise Strevens
Charlotte Brincat Joshua Banfield
Amy Gray Amy Dawe

Sean Kollath-Newport Jack Johnston

Chris Bailey Kieron Oliver

Matthew Foster
Daniel Duncanson
Sam Simmons
Kayleigh Wells
Laura Beale

Molly Teresa Lane

Willow Burford
Georgia Mcllheron
Grace Barker
Jessica Ellis-Lineham
Luke Crookes
Michael Olsen

Billy Cook & Kieran Clarke
Nathan Baker Joe Wilkinson
Alex Busher Danielle Clare Scott

Nathan Bit-David Jamee Salam

Mrs S Mahomed - English Department

CARNEGIE BOOK AWARDS

Mrs Jeanes, Ms Girvan, Ms West and
members of the book club.
(Photo by Mrs S. Mahomed)

Every year a number of books are short-listed to
compete for the Carnegie Book Awards awarded to
outstanding children’s books. Students have to read
six books, write reviews and finally vote for their
favourite book. Schools from across the UK
participate in this prestigious event and we are very
fortunate that The Thomas Aveling School is one of
the shadowing schools chosen for this very important
task. It is a very challenging task as each book is filled
with excitement, adventure, suspense and action. To
find out more go to: www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk//
shadowingsite/default.asp

Robert Brown 8M

A group of Year 8 students

went to the University of

Greenwich recently where

we learned to make potions

and lotions, look at our own

DNA and enjoyed making a

DVD player work with only

the wuse of our body

temperature, happy

thoughts and heart beat!

Behind the Harry Potter

Day were various scientists

from the university who were dressed up as wizards
from Hogwarts, keen to help us learn that science is
very useful and great fun! We all learned something
new and are looking forward to another Aim Higher
activity very soon!

WORK RELATED LEARNING

Year 12 (Advanced) students will be going on a
week® work experience placement from 25™ - 29"
June. Year 10 will attend their work experience from
2" - 6™ July. Placement information will be available
from Mr Wintle soon. Work Experience ensures that
students learn some skills necessary for the working
world and to become familiar with a working
environment. In the past, successful candidates have
been invited back, either for part time employment or
even a full-time apprenticeship after leaving school!
We are looking forward to a successful year for all of
our work experience students!

Also congratulations to Year 11 students: Angela Hall,
Steven Morgan, Lewis Pooley, Daniel Reeves, Tom
Tierney and Jordon Townend for completing their
Work-Related Learning programmes in partnership
with Mid Kent College. Awards were presented at the
college on Friday 11th May.

Paul Wintle - School Project Manager
SUMMER SPORTS CLUBS

Summer Sports Clubs are now
up and running and fixtures will
soon be under way including the
annual District Sports Athletics
Competition at Deangate.

Can | take the opportunity to
remind any keen athletes that
athletics club is on
Wednesdays after school for all
year groups.

1 Mr A Moss -

subject leader for PE




Join us for the trip of a lifetime
POLAND 2008

Auschwitz Krakow Jewish Ghetto
1.5 -2 million Only city in Poland Used in the
people not bombed by filming of
murdered Germans in WW2 Schindler’s List
Fly to Poland A fantastic .
to discover opportunit Eatin
. PP y restaurants
what it was to
. X and taste
like to be a experience :
) . Polish
Jew during the history culinar
the 2" World and culture deli hté/
War. of Poland. ghts.
% &! ' (%
I 1]
# 0% $
#

been announced
and the chosen
five are rehearsing
to polish their
acts. Make sure
you come and
support our very

talented musicians who are working hard to try and
win the first prize. The event takes place in the school
hall on Thurs 21% June from 7pm. Tickets will be on
sale after half term, details of when and where these
will be available will be given in assembly. Come
along and see and hear the results!!

Miss Voice and the 6" Form team
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TRAINING SCHOOL NEWS

Congratulations go to Ms | Mawn who has
completed her MA in Education at the University of
Greenwich.

As a Training School we encourage all our staff to
take up learning opportunities. Another group of 6
teachers, together with 5 teachers from other
Medway schools, has recently started an MA course
based here at the school.

Five associate staff have also started a work-related
Foundation Degree. They are working with a group
of associate staff from across Medway. The course
is again based at the school. Both courses are led
by the University of Greenwich. We wish both
groups every success with their studies.

Mrs B Levick

Assistant Headteacher
and Training School Manager

Headteacher: Mr R J Hart BEd, MA

(A Foundation Technology College & Training School)
Arethusa Road Rochester Kent ME1 2UW

tel: 01634 844809

fax: 01634 818385

www.thomasaveling.co.uk




