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Dear Parents,

Following consultation on the proposed changes to uniform | am pleased to announce that the new
uniform has been well received and will be introduced from September 2006. The details are as follows:

1. The changes are for our rising year 7 only (current year 6), although older students may
voluntarily decide to change from September 2006.

2. Black blazers, trouser and skirts remain the same throughout.

3. The traditional blazer badge design remains the same with a new colour way of dark blue &
gold. The lettering type-face has also been changed.

4. Girls will wear a white with blue pinstripe blouse, short or long sleeve, worn in or out & will not
require a tie.

5. Boys will continue to wear white shirt & tie. Boys may choose to wear a summer school blue
polo shirt with logo (+blazer) as an alternative to collar & tie during the summer term.

6. A blue v necked school sweater in dark blue will also be available.

The PE uniform changes to dark blue (with white) reversible rugby shirt (boys & girls versions), black
shorts, dark blue socks with white trim. Optional tracksuit trousers in black or dark blue. Indoor work in
black shorts & white polo. PE kit for existing students remains unchanged.

Students have asked for the tie design to be re-worked and an alternative fabric for the sweater. Our
suppliers, Schooltime, are proposing some alternatives for consideration. Current students who wish to
change to the new uniform may do so and must change to the new blazer badge if purchasing the
blouse, tie or sweater.

STAYING SAFE
I would be grateful for parental support on two issues of student safety and security.

1. We have seen a rise of young people arriving on the site very early in the morning. Breakfast is
available from 8am and may be eaten in the school canteen area. Unless there is a pre-
arranged activity students should not need to be on the school site until 8.30.

2. Mobile phones are permitted in school provided they are out of sight and turned off during the
day. We will accept no liability for their loss and parents should ensure that adequate insurance
is in place. Many mobile phones have camera and video facilities and use of these are strictly
forbidden on the school site. We would encourage parents to ensure that mobile phones remain
at home unless absolutely necessary for use after school hours.

PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS
The ‘examination season’ has now started and we have been impressed by the attitude and preparation
of the vast majority of our students. We appreciate that this can also be a stressful time for parents and

we are grateful for the support that is provided at home. We wish all students every success.

Yours sincerely,

<P

Richard Hart
Headteacher




IMPORTANT DATES

Friday 26" May - End of Term 5

Monday 29" May - Friday 2" June inc.
Summer Term Break (students do not attend)
Monday 5" June - Start of Term 6

Monday 12" to Friday 16" June inc.
Internal exams for Years 7 - 10

Friday 21° July - End of Term 6

LOCKER KEYS

We are trying to improve the locker system and have
some new lockers on order. We will also be disposing
of some of the older lockers. To help us with this we
are asking all students to return their locker keys at the
end of the summer term, regardless of whether or not
they have paid for further yearschire.

Would Year 11 and Year 13 students please return
their keys as soon as possible, before their exams
have finished. All other students should return
their keys during the week of Monday 10™ - Friday
14™ July, or earlier if they do not use their locker.

Possessions should be removed from the locker before
the key is returned. Any items left in the lockers after
Friday 14" July will be disposed of.

Keys should be handed in to Student Services. If
students have not paid for any further locker hire the £2
key deposit will be refunded. If students have already
paid for further locker hire, and would like a locker next
year, they should request one when they hand in their
key.

Mrs S Stratford Student Services
ACTIVE CITIZENS IN SCHOOLS

Three students — Max Burford, Yvette Marrs and
Oliver Henderson gave up a day of their holiday and
worked with the charity Continyou over the Autumn
break to construct an ‘Active Citizens in Schools’
student toolkit. This is a pack to be used by students in
schools to help them develop volunteering/citizenship
projects. The three named students were chosen to go
to the Department for Education & Science launch of
the ACIS toolkit in London on March 28" where there
were ministers supporting the launch and press
reporting the event. The launch went very well and we
look forward to seeing some of their work put into
practice in Thomas Aveling in the future.

Mrs T Donnelly ACIS Co-ordinator
GANGSTA RAP COMPETITION

Students in Years 7 and 8 have been taking part in a
creative writing competition in their English lessons.
They had to write an imaginative and exciting poem
about school life. The winners were Charlotte Mason
and Lily Burford from Year 8 who wrote a wonderful,
punchy rap about school life. Charlotte and Lily's rap
will be our school entry into the national ‘Gangsta Rap
Competition’. Let’'s hope they win it! Well done girls!
Miss J Edwards English Department

We arrived at school through the gate,
Cold and wet | walked to my mate.

It's nine o clock,
French time rocks!

English next,
Writing text.

Pips ring loud,
Time to go out.

| put on my mac,
Have a shack.

It's time for P.E,
| cry out yippee!

| put on my Kit,
Keeping fit.

Maths comes fast,
Time quickly past.

| open my lunch,
It's time to munch.

Science comes last,
Teachers a blast!

Experiment time,
Feels like a crime.

End of the day,
Time to play.

Here comes the weekend,
Hip Hip Hooray!!

Charlotte Mason 8D and Lily Burford 8E

YEAR 12 VISIT TO
THE BLACK LION LEISURE CENTRE

To help us with our sports and fitness provision exam
unit, the year 12 GNVQ Leisure and Tourism group
visited the Black Lion Leisure Centre in Gillingham on
2" May with Mrs Gooch and Mr Cleave. This was to
help us with our exam preparation.

Before we went, we wrote up some questions to ask
the business manager, David Young. We asked
questions about the facilities for different age groups,
prices and any plans to improve the facilities on offer.
We sat in the bar where the manager talked to us and
we took notes. The manager then took us on a tour.
We looked at the sports hall, the tanning facilities, the
gym and the SHOKK youth gym. The SHOKK youth
gym is open from 3pm for 8-16 year olds so it is ideal
for use after school. Membership is only £15 and the
children are supervised at all times. Unfortunately I'm
too old to use the SHOKK youth gym now but if | had
known about it before | turned 17 then | would
definitely use it. The facilities are excellent, there is a
wide range of activities such as ‘Fit and fun Boxercise
Class’, circuit training. Personal gym programme and




tennis. There are also special offers such as free
fitness classes, line dancing, circuit training and body
conditioning with Pilates.

We also looked at the swimming pool and the
manager said that swimmers from all over the world
would come to the Black Lion to train for the 2012
Olympics. We also walked around the gym to see if
we could notice a pattern of who was using the
facilities and what they were using.

| also discovered that The Black Lion needs a £10
million refurbishment but the centre receives no
handouts from the government, it relies solely on the
local authority.

The visit was extremely helpful for our exam
preparation. | had never been to the Black Lion before
so it helped to visit and talk to the staff to get an
insight into how the leisure centre operates. | also
thought it was good of the manager to give up his time
to talk to us and help us out — he even promised us a
free swimming session after we have completed the
course!

Catherine Johnstone 12JCO

NEW YORK TRIP
FEBRUARY 2006

We all woke up about
4.30am to be at
school for 6am and
everyone looked half
awake as you would
expect! It was funny
when we were
checking in at
Heathrow - me and AJ
were at the front of
the queue with Mr
Broughton and when
it was AJ’'s turn she
completely panicked and had to ask Mr Broughton
what the check-in man was saying!

Heathrow security was a bit scary, you had to put any
phones, keys, watches, jewellery and wallets/change
in a plastic bag and go through the metal detector -
anybody wearing boots had to take them off. We then
went off to find some breakfast (everyone headed for
McDonalds) only to find that it had been shut down for
2 years!! So sandwiches it was... We boarded gate 6
and off we flew!

The flight was 7 hours long and we got 2 meals on the
plane WOW! We all had a really nice chicken tikka
masala and then that's when Mr Broughton fell
asleep! There is a photograph somewhere Mr
Broughton...!!

The landing was a bit dodgy and made everyone feel
a bit sick

Once we arrived at JFK airport we had to go through

customs and immigration - it was quite scary! We had to
give in two forms, have both our index fingers scanned
and a photo of our pupil (eye) taken, it's got to be said
though - they really are miserablel! No humour
whatsoever...

New York is 5 hours behind the UK time and we arrived
at around 6pm UK time but it was 1pm New York time,
so we were basically starting the day all over again!

Once everyone had their baggage we got onto a coach
for a tour of Manhattan and passed some graveyards -
the size of them was unbelievable! Really quite freaky...

We had a quick food stop at South Street Seaport and
then another 10 minute stop off at Ground Zero. Nothing
can describe what it's like to stand where those 2
planes flew into the Twin Towers. You're immediately
sucked into the emotion and it brings tears to your eyes
making you feel like you should have been there to try
and help out or something... after a few photos we were
off again to our hotel. When we arrived it was a bit of a
shock because they were renovating the hotel so it was
a bit of a mess! Most of us used lifts to take our
suitcases up to our rooms but mugs like me, AJ and
Alice Whelan dragged our suitcases up 8 floors of stairs
- needless to say we got knackered only 3 flights up!
There were a few comments about a dead body in my
suitcase...?

We checked out our rooms, freshened up and then went
to dinner at John's Pizzeria. After we had all eaten
about 10 pizzas, ha ha, we visited to the Empire State
Building - this was amazing! No other word for it. It was
quite windy up on the 103" floor, the observatory deck,
scary taking photos as well because it is so high up.

The next morning we went to Macy’s for breakfast and
shopping. A guy called John told us the history of the
store (all 2 million square feet of it!) We enjoyed a
partially healthy breakfast of bagels, doughnuts,
pastries, mixed fruit, bacon, scrambled egg, tea, coffee
or orange juice. After this we were free to roam the
store for about an hour - shopping!

We then looked around Radio City Music Hall. This
place was pretty amazing! Nothing like British theatres.
The theatre was massive and the ceiling was so high!
So many seats it's Central Theatre in Chatham times 5
at least! We met a “Rockette” who are famous dancers
over there and had some photos taken with her.

That evening
we saw the
Broadway
musical
“Hairspray”.
This was a
really upbeat
musical
comedy and
was really
enjoyed by
everyone. We
were even




humming the songs on the way back to the hotel!

On Friday morning, one group went off to the Museum
of Modern Art and one group went to Madison Square
Garden. MOMA had some really interesting pieces in
and we were given a tour and spoken to about what
we thought of some pieces. Madison Square Garden
was amazing! It's huge! The actual stadium is so
atmospheric - you can’t even begin to imagine what it
must be like when a game is in place, the noise must
be deafening! Later on the other group went to the
NBC Studios.

Saturday was our last day in wonderful New York. We
went out for breakfast and then returned to the hotel to
finish packing. Our last visit of the trip was the Statue
of Liberty! This was really cool to see something you
only mainly see in films. Quite breathtaking.

All in all the trip was really good and I'd definitely go
again, America is such an amazing place and when
you go to New York - well, you're just astounded. I'm
going to look out for famous people next time | go!

Abbie Patterson Year 13

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’'S AWARD VISIT
TO MEET PRINCESS ANNE

When we arrived at the Woodlands Centre and
Summit House in Gillingham on 23" March, we were
all issued with bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s award
badges. When Princess Anne arrived, the six of us,
with students from other local schools, were involved
in “It's a Knock-Out” activity. You had to run through
an assault course, grab a puzzle piece and run back
through the course and reassemble the puzzle. We
met the Princess soon after our activity. She was very
pleasant and talked to us about the service we were
doing for our award. At the end of the day, we were
presented with certificates and a bag full of D.O.E.
things. Overall we really enjoyed the day.

Hayley Parkin 10L, Charlotte Griffiths 10A,
Chris Humphrey 10A, Nichola Woolmer 10A,
Kieren Martin 10l and Chris Dodsworth 10A

INSTRUMENTAL TUITION

Instrumental tuition is now available for next half term.
Instruments include voice, piano, keyboard, clarinet,
saxophone, flute, guitar and drums. This will be on a
first come first served basis. If you are interested
please see Mr Whelan or Mr Plank for further advice.

All fees must be
paid in advance: 30
minute paired
lesson £18 per half
term, 20 minute
individual  lesson
£25 per half term.

Mr Plank
Head o f
Performing &
Creative Arts
Faculty

MOON WALK

Well Done!

Mrs Gunn and Mrs

Holdsworth

completed the

Playtex Moonwalk

on Saturday 20"

May. They walked 26.2 miles through London
overnight to raise money for Breast Cancer.

They hope to have raised approx. £600.
Thank you for your support.

t's
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After the success of the Variety Show, the Drama
Department will be presenting two performances this
term. The first is “Metamorphosis” by Steven
Berkoff which will be performed in the school hall by
Year 12 GNVQ Performing Arts students on
Thursday 22" June, starting at 7pm - admission is
FREE.

The second performance will be “The
Pied Piper of Hamelin”, to be
performed in the Drama Studio by the
Year 7 Drama Group on

Monday 17" July,

starting at 4pm -

admission is also FREE.

We hope you can come along

and give your support.

Mr J Knott
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