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Dear Parents

As we approach the Easter break we can reflect on a very busy term. We have suffered a
significant amount of staff sickness and especially within the English Department and | am very
grateful to the hard work of colleagues who have strived to keep as much continuity for
students as possible. Despite this, an enormous amount has been achieved during the term.
We received a letter of congratulations from the Secretary of State to coincide with the
publication of national examination results. Thomas Aveling is placed in the top 2% of all
secondary schools for the amount of progress children make between 11 and 16.

Our Year 11 students have already started their practical GCSE examinations and Year 9s are
preparing for the Key Stage 3 tests. We are encouraged by the enthusiasm and commitment to
after- school coursework and revision sessions and have planned an Easter revision
programme for both Years 11 and 9 to boost their chances of achieving well in public
examinations.

There has been a number of school visits this term. Our popular sixth form visit to New York
was a great success, with plans already for a further visit next year. The History residential visit
to the World War battlefields and our recent Italian residential visit were appreciated by both
students and staff. We have had feedback on the excellent behaviour of young people on
school visits from bus operators and hotels. | have attached a letter and photograph sent to
Medway Council by a member of the public at the Menin Gate in Ypres. Young people often
get a ‘bad press’ and this sort of positive news redresses that balance.

Applications to join our sixth form are running at record levels this year with a greater number
of students applying to join us, including a rising number from local grammar schools. Any
parents of year 11 students or year 12 studying on a one-year course who are still considering
a late application should contact Mrs Whelan at the school.

From the start of the summer term boys may choose to wear a school polo shirt in place of
collar and tie. This is an optional choice and is hot compulsory. Parents opting to purchase
shirts from Schooltime of Chatham are reminded to replace blazer badges to the new colour
scheme at the same time. Our new uniform colours will be compulsory for all pupils in years 7
— 11 from the start of the autumn term 2007.

A feature of the term has been the range of charity events organised by pupils and sixth form
students. The sixth form raised over £800 around the Comic Relief period and ‘The Big Hush’
in Year 8 raised £1253. We also wish Mr Smith every success in his forthcoming London
Marathon charity run.

Yours sincerely

vt

Richard Hart
Headteacher




END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS:
Friday 30" March - End of Term 4
Periods 1,2 & 3 - Normal Lessons
Period 4 12.25 -1.00 for ALL students.

1.00pm - All students to return to their Tutor Base to be
registered. Students will then be dismissed by tannoy
announcement at:

1.10pm - Upper School

1.15pm - Lower School

(Lunches will be available as normal at this time and

students may remain in school for lunch if they wish.)
IMPORTANT DATES

Monday 2" April to Friday 13" April inc.

Easter Holidays (students do not attend)

2nd April — Year 9 SATS Booster Day (see below)

2" 11" April — Year 11 Revision Classes (see below)

Monday 16™ April - Start of Term 5

Monday 7" May - Bank Holiday (students do not attend)

Tuesday 8" May - Friday 11" May inc.

KS3 SATs exams for Year 9

Friday 25" May - End of Term 5

Monday 28" May - Friday 1% June inc.

End of Term 5 Break (students do not attend)

Monday 4" June - Start of Term 6

Tuesday 24" July - End of Term 6

YEAR 9 EASTER REVISION BOOSTER DAY
Year 9 students are currently preparing for their SATs in
English, Maths and Science which will take place in the
week beginning Tuesday 8" May. All students have now
been given general revision books and there are revision
classes taking place after school in each subject which are
proving very popular. On Monday 2" April an Easter
Revision Booster Day will take place allowing 60 students
help to gain the skills necessary to reach level 5 in the
forthcoming SATs. Further groups of students will also be
given invitations to help enable them to attain level 7 in
English and Science and level 8 in Maths on the same day.
Mr T Neave Assistant Headteacher

SATS REVISION CLASSES
The SATs revision classes will continue to run after the
Easter holidays. The SATS revision classes take place after
school, from 3.00pm to 4.00pm every Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday and are taught by members of the Science,
English and Maths Department. These revision classes will
run up until the SATs in May 2007.

Tues. Wed. Thurs.
Science S4 & S5
English El1&E2
Maths A5 & B3

YEAR 11 REVISION CLASSES

Year 11 are now coming to the end of their GCSE/GNVQ
courses. Many students have taken advantage of the extra
coursework sessions after school and on Saturdays. We are
running exam revision classes during the Easter holidays.
Please encourage your son/daughter to attend if they
receive an invitation. A few hours extra work whether at
home or school during the holidays can really make a
difference to final grades and careers!

Mrs B Brocklehurst Assistant Headteacher

MESSAGE FROM THE CANTEEN

Students are reminded that money needs to be put on their
cards no later than the end of break in order to be used at

lunch-times. Please put name and address on the back of
cheques. Thank you.
WORLD BOOK DAY

Mrs Gunn and Mr Neave motivate students by
supporting World Book Day

As part of our World Book Day celebrations we invited
comedy writer Dave Smith to run some comedy writing
workshops with some of our KS3 students. Invitations to the
workshops were given to those students who made us laugh
with their entries to the caption competition, run in
conjunction with the library. Below are some reviews from
students who attended the workshops.

Ms Girvan - English Dept. and Mrs Jeanes - Librarian

“I enjoyed the comedy workshop, the comedian was very
funny. Mr Smith made travel and comedy writing sound like a
brilliant career, | would now like to be a travel writer when |
am older. The story writing was my favourite part. It was
funny to write a story without worrying about whether things
made sense or not! | would definitely go to this workshop
again if there was another one next year!” Charlie Miller 8E

“Mr Smith taught us interesting facts about comedy and
taught us how to write like a real comedian. He told us all
about the work that he does on the radio and he made us
laugh. He told us about how he carries a notebook
everywhere with him and when he gets a good idea that
pops into his head he jots it down so he doesn't forget it!”
Adecia Smeed 7W

“The comedy workshop was so funny! We talked about lots
of famous people who Mr Smith has worked with and how
funny they are. We got to write a comic story using random
words that we didn’t think could fit together. My story was
about baby-sitting at a hospital after arriving there on a
scooter!”  Robyn Murphy 7A

THE TEMPEST
On the 20™ February, Thomas Aveling were host to the
Young Shakespeare Company who came into school to
engage Year 9 in an interactive workshop and production of
The Tempest. Several of our students played roles in the
performance and Mr Burton played an
integral part in the workshop beforehand!
Ms D Girvan - English Department

“l watched The Tempest production and |

thought that it was an overall enjoyable

performance because there were things

going on all around you, not just in front of

you. The open rehearsal was a good idea

because it helped you understand the play.

It also got the audience involved with the

play because we got to make play decisions ourselves about
how certain parts of the play were performed.

The performance itself was funny It was better than watching
the videos, as are all live performances. Although | didn't
know all of the Shakespearian words used | could get the gist
of the conversations.”

Aaron de Bruin 9A1




NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE!

Weee pleased to announce the official launch of the new
Thomas Aveling website www.thomasaveling.co.uk.

This site has all the old favourites - E Homework, school
calendar and helpful advice and guidance, plus lots of new
information, with more to be added over time. Our thanks
go to the staff involved in providing information for the site,
to Olly Whelan for the graphics and to Matt Hanbury for
making the site. ~ Mrs A White - Assistant Headteacher

ST DUNSTAN’'S CHARITY

We had a talk by representatives from a charity called St.
Dunstan’s, which helps people blinded in wartime to get
their lives back. It teaches them to cope with normal
everyday things. The charity was founded during World
War | when a blind man decided to build a place where
people could come and learn things if they were temporarily
or permanently blind. Steve, a medical orderly in the
Northern Ireland conflict was blinded in a helicopter crash in
1991 which badly injured him and killed some of his fellow
soldiers. He talked about what happened to him in the
crash and what it was like in St Dunstan’s.

Rebecca, a worker from St Dunstan’'s, gave us a
presentation about the history of it and talked about a young
man who was blinded in the war. There was a short film
about his blindness and how St Dunstan’s helped his life
after his injury. Emily Garbutt 9E

We had a visit by a medical officer, blinded in action in
Northern Ireland. His helicopter collided with a flock of birds
and crashed. He woke up 9 days later and was told that he
was blind and had lost the lower part of his leg. He was
helped by St. Dunstan’s and now plays golf and goes rock
climbing. He was given a Braille watch too. It was a very
interesting talk. James Healy 9T

RESIDENTIAL TRIP TO FRANCE AND BELGIUM

Below is an extract from an email received by the school:

On the evening of February 20" | attended the daily ‘Last
Post’ ceremony at the Menin Gate during a tour of the World
War One battlefields. Also there that evening was a group
of pupils from The Thomas Aveling School. | would like to
say how much | appreciated their part in the
ceremony. They conducted themselves with poise and just
the right degree of thoughtfulness and their rendering of the
‘They shall grow not old ......... " lines was extremely
moving. Ever since | was around their age - some 60 years
ago - 1®e wanted to visit my uncle® grave in Prospect Hill
Cemetery. This year | finally made it and the part played by
those pupils from your school added for me an

extra dimension to a very special time and | would like to
thank them. Many thanks. (Name & address supplied)

During our trip to

Belgium we

stayed a night in

a Youth Hostel

which was very

nice with friendly

people and lots

to do. In the

evening we

played basketball

in their gym

which was great.

The next day we

went to the

trenches at Ypres, it was very interesting. The ancestors of
the people who owned it hid all the World War | grenades,
bombs and other things they had salvaged in a cellar. This
was concreted over and hidden from the Germans during
World War Il. The family lied to the Germans and said that
the British Army had taken it all away. They now have guns
that were actually used in the First World War and this had
made them millionaires!

In the trenches it was really muddy even with the duck
boards, so it is no wonder the soldiers got trench feet. They
were communication trenches with lots of tunnels which
were pitch black with water up to your ankles. All around the
trenches were massive shell holes filled up with muddy
water. Emily fell in and the water swirled around her
shoulders! Alfie Mason 9E

GCSE RESIDENTIAL VISIT
TO FLORENCE

When Years 10 and 11 went to
Italy we had a lot of fun. We
visited many different famous
landmarks such as the Leaning
Tower of Pisa. We tried new
food that we never would have
at home. We had a lot of fun
doing new activities, shopping
every day, visiting schools,
looking at art galleries. We used
the language learnt in lessons to
talk to ltalian students and then
looked around their school.

When the trip came to an end
we all wanted to stay longer in

the sun. We had a great time and we can’t wait until next
year for the next trip to Italy.
Mica Parsons 10L




Last week was the official opening of the new room in the Year 7 ,}‘

technology department, Studio 21. Boys Hockey V  Chatham Grammar Won3-1 ,
On Thursday 7" March, the Governors and teachers  Boys Football V  Robert Napier Lost1-4
gathered in the our new room called Studio 21€to hear a  Boys Football V  Hundred of Hoo Won1l-0
speech from a designer from &/ire Design@nd Mrs White. Netball V  Robert Napier Lost 0 - 20
A photographer from the press also attended, taking pictures Year 8
of students involved (Nathan, Stanley, Katie and myself), the =~ Boys Football V. Temple Lost3-9
new equipment and some of our work. Boys Football Vv  M.C.C. Won7-1
Netball V  Robert Napier Won 8 -5
The new room is great for all the design process taking place
in our new chair project. None of this could have happened if ~ Year 9
it wasn®for Mrs White and the other D&T staff so | would like Boys Hockey V  Greenacre Won 3-0
to thank them, as now our work can be better than ever. Boys Hockey V  Chatham Grammar Lost2-5
Kirstin Bicker, 9L Boys Footbhall V  Temple Won 3 - 2
Boys Football V  Robert Napier Lost2-3
The school was pleased to introduce such a great role
model, John Corcoran, Managing Director of a top design  Year 10
company based in East London. He showed us a  Thomas Aveling Hockey Tournament Joint 3"
presentation based on the development of products over the ~ Boys Hockey V  Maplesden Noakes Lost2-1
years, and how using design can help people. This was  Boys Football V  Hundred of Hoo Lost0-6
presented to selected groups of design students in Year 9  Netball V  Chatham South Won 19 -5
and to a class of 6" formers.
Year 11
Mr Corcoran was happy to answer any questions from  Boys Hockey V  Westlands Drew 2 - 2
students and it sparked off ideas in a few brains which made ~ Boys Football V  Robert Napier Lost 2-1
people think that design is really hard work! Nevertheless it
didn’t put them off. Well done to all our teams. Mrs S Beck - PE Dept.
Most of us were inspired by his talk and presentation and
were glad that he came. | found him inspiring because of
what he has achieved compared to the rest of the design
industry in the UK. | was challenged by him telling us that
the experience we have of designing is just as important if
not even more than qualifications. He also said that the
design industry is moving to the ‘East’ and we need to really
to develop design here as well. Therefore | realised | need to
concentrate on getting my D&T qualification and getting
experience of design in the future. To see more of John
Corcoran’s work you can visit www.wiredesign.com
Pawanjot Jhalli, Year 12
LOST PROPERTY
Lost property will be displayed in the main hall on Thursday
29" March from 3 pm until 3.30 pm. Students and parents
are invited to come in and search for their belongings. Due
to a lack of storage space any items remaining unclaimed
after this date will be disposed of. \
Mrs S Stratford - Student Services :
! ! "IH SR O#H (W H
ATTENTION ALL KNITS AND
222N ODDBALLS! " 4 #
::}}:".’.-”" The Art Department would be grateful s % $
--" for odd balls of wool/knitting yarn of &0)))*)") +

any colour and type.

A big thank you to everyone who donated old
shirts and if you have more, please send them in. TRAINING SCHOOL NEWS
Miss A Jones & Mr P Munroe - Art Dept.
Congratulations go to Mrs T Stockden and Mrs J Magor
who recently achieved Higher Level Teaching Assistant
status. Well done to you both.

Understanding your child’s behaviour
Open to parents of children aged 5 -11
Friday 20™ April at 9.45 -11.45 (for 4 weeks)

at Warren Wood School Mrs B Levick
Please contact Paul Wintle at The Thomas Aveling School Assistant Headteacher

SPORTS RESULTS FOR TERMS 3 AND 4 and Training School Manager

(A Foundation Technology College & Training School)
Arethusa Road Rochester Kent ME1 2UW
Headteacher: Mr R J Hart BEd, MA  tel: 01634 844809 fax: 01634 818385  www.thomasaveling.co.uk




