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Dear Parents

As we approach the Easter break we can reflect on a very busy term. We have suffered

a significant amount of staff sickness and | am very grateful to the hard work of (—,
colleagues who have strived to keep as much continuity for students as possible.l |Ct‘]‘
Despite this an enormous amount has been achieved including the award of the /
National ICT Mark to recognise the strength of ICT in the school.

Our Year 11 students have already started their practical GCSE examinations and we have been
encouraged by the enthusiasm and commitment to after school and Saturday coursework sessions. We
have planned an Easter revision programme for Years 11 and 9 to boost their chances of achieving well
in public examinations.

There have been a number of school events and visits this term. Our third Caribbean poetry evening
was well attended and entertaining. Our popular Sixth Form visits to Disney, Futuroscope and New
York were a great success with plans already for a further visit to New York next year. The new History
residential visit to the world war battlefields was appreciated by both students and staff. We have had
feedback on the excellent behaviour of young people on school visits from bus operators and hotels.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

I am taking this opportunity to tell you about planned changes to update the school uniform. There
will be a period of consultation after Easter on proposed changes for September, outlined below, to the
school uniform. The details are as follows:

1. The changes are for our rising Year 7 only (current Year 6), although older students may
voluntarily decide to change from September 2006.

2. Black blazers, trousers and skirts remain the same throughout.

3. The traditional blazer badge design remains the same with a new colour way of dark blue &
gold. The lettering type-face has also been changed.

4. Girls will wear a white with blue pinstripe blouse, short or long sleeve, worn in or out and will not
require a tie.

5. Boys will continue to wear white shirt & tie. The tie is designed in blue with gold diagonal stripe.

Boys may choose to wear a summer school blue polo shirt with logo (+blazer) as an alternative

to collar & tie.

A blue V-necked school sweater in dark blue will also be available.

The PE uniform changes to dark blue (with white) reversible rugby (boys & girls versions), black

shorts, dark blue socks with white trim. Optional tracksuit trousers in black or dark blue. Indoor

work in black shorts & white polo. PE kit for existing students remains unchanged.

No

The proposed new uniform will be available to view in reception after the Easter break and comments
are invited from students (through the year council), parents, staff and governors. The uniform will be
available for our rising Year 7s from May.

Your sincerely

(st

Richard Hart
Headteacher
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Friday 31° March - End of Term 4
Periods 1,2 & 3 - Normal Lessons

Period 4 12.25 -1.00 for ALL students.

1.00pm - All students to return to their Tutor Base to be
registered. Students will then be dismissed by tannoy
announcement at:

1.10pm - Upper School

1.15pm - Lower School

(Lunches will be available as normal at this time and
students may remain in school for lunch if they wish.)

IMPORTANT DATES
Monday 3" to Monday 17" April inc.
Easter Holidays (students do not attend)
3" April — Year 9 SATS Booster Day (see below)
39— 6" April — Year 11 Revision Classes (see below)
Tuesday 18" April - Start of Term 5
Monday 1°' May - Bank Holiday (students do not attend)
Tuesday 2"* May - Friday 5" May inc.
KS3 SATs exams for Year 9
Friday 26" May - End of Term 5
Monday 29" May - Friday 2" June inc.
Summer Term Break (students do not attend)
Monday 5" June - Start of Term 6
Friday 21° July - End of Term 6

YEAR 9 EASTER REVISION BOOSTER DAY

Year 9 students are currently preparing for their SATs
in English, Maths and Science which will take place in
the week beginning Tuesday 2nd May. All students
have now been given general revision books and there
are revision classes taking place after school in each
subject which are proving very popular. On Monday
3" April an Easter Revision Booster Day will take
place allowing 60 students the chance to gain the skills
to reach level 5 in the forthcoming tests.

Mr T Neave Assistant Headteacher

YEAR 11 REVISION CLASSES

Year 11 are now coming to the end of their GCSE/
GNVQ courses. Many students have taken advantage
of the extra coursework sessions after school and on
Saturdays. We are running exam revision classes
during the Easter holidays. Please encourage your son/
daughter to attend if they receive an invitation. A few
hours extra work whether at home or school during the
holidays can really make a difference to final grades
and careers!

Mrs B Brocklehurst Assistant Headteacher

MOBILE PHONES IN SCHOOL

A reminder to parents that mobile phones brought into
school are to be switched off during the day. Unless
needed for contacting parents after school they are
best left at home as the school accepts no liability
whatsoever for loss or damage. It is prohibited to use a
camera phone to take pictures or video on the school
premises and such use will result in serious disciplinary
action. Thank you.

CATERING CONTRACT

As from 1°' April 2006, a new company will be taking
over the catering contract in the school. Independent
Caterers, who are a smaller local company, tendered

Were rchrorsenr Unéhim"durslry by é pénélroer'ov'ér'nbrsr,
Staff and Students.

Initially, the current smart card system will remain in
place but parents should note, that from the beginning
of Term 5 (18" April 2006), all cheques for school

meals should be made payable to INDEPENDENT
CATERERS.

ATTENDANCE

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all
parents who phoned in and kept us up to date with
their child’s illness during the flu epidemic.
Fortunately, this now seems to be behind us and
attendance has now returned to normal.

Can | please remind parents/carers to notify us on the
first day of their child’s illness/absence.

Mrs G Merchant

Student Welfare and Attendance Officer

YEAR 9 HISTORY RESIDENTIAL TRIP
TO FRANCE AND BELGIUM

When we arrived in Ypres (Belgium) we visited a site
where we had to wear our spare pairs of shoes as the
weather was so wet and the trenches were so muddy.
While we were there we saw weapons and equipment
from the war and some pictures that made us very
emotional.

We then went outl-'_ (R
they had been left as {1

they were in the war. &
Trenches were all _
the soldiers had to
live, fight and die in. _
The ground often &5
flooded and the
soldiers had to walk
through water which §
caused trench foot.

We visited a large
English  cemetery
and a German
cemetery. Some of
us saw our surnames on the walls in the English
cemetery. The
stones  were
white  with a
plant on every
grave. The
German
cemetery was
= different it

looked dark.
We then went
to our Youth

Hostel and in
the evening we
went to the Menin Gate where there was a Ceremony
of Remembrance.

© T Taylor 2006

The next day we visited a German trench and then
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Ossuary were we could see the bones of dead
soldiers through a window. We then went to a fort dug
into the ground. We saw where soldiers washed, slept
and a kitchen for them. It was very wet. Then we
went into another large fort and it involved a ride.
There was a taped narrator which explained all the
places we saw. My favourite museum was the one
with all the big machines and different models dressed
as soldiers.

On the last day we were given the chance to go
shopping in City Europe in Calais. We then made our
way home. We all enjoyed the History trip and we
wished it never ended.
Janevive Ekejuiba 9V

The Year 9 History trip to Belgium and France was a
great experience. We visited lots of different sites
such as museums, trenches and cemeteries. In one
museum you caught a kind of train which took you on
an underground tour in the tunnels of a fort in Verdun.
You got the whole affect of how it was at the time,
showing you what it would have looked like in World
War 1 with all the soldiers living in there.

Overall | really enjoyed the trip and
it should definitely be done again
for year 9. The best part of all was
the free Belgian chocolate.

Sian Holland 9A

THE GIFTED AND TALENTED (G&T) CLUB

The G&T Club started last term for 30 of our most
gifted and talented students, across Years 7 to 11. A
gifted student is one who excels in an academic
subject (eg Maths and Science) and a talented
student is one who excels in a performing arts subject
(eg Art and PE). Membership is by invitation only,
based on a number of criteria such as test results and
teacher nominations. To be eligible for the club
students had to be nominated by a minimum of four
subject areas. Each term a different department hosts
the club providing enrichment/extension activities that
the students wouldn’t normally receive during normal
curriculum time. The programme for this year is :
Term 3 Science; Term 4 ICT,;

Term 5 Geography; Term 6 English/Media.

We are nearing completion of the I.C.T programme
with Geography to start after Easter.

Mr T Goodwin G&T Coordinator

Below are thoughts from some of the students:

“The G&T Club is for the talented students so they
keep working and don't relax in lessons. We started
with Science. My favourite was the ‘crime scene
investigation’ where we
took footprint casts and
fingerprints to solve a
mystery. Now we are
doing ICT and making a
movie using new

7

@

P @

techniques we've learnt.
It's all good fun.”
Isaac Owen 7Y

e ol LIUD o ylcat 1Uull. Ldost ellll we Welc
experimenting with Science - exploding things that
crash and bang. We have investigated ‘crime scenes’,
built bridges and tested them to destruction, made a
chemical clock and experimented with combustion of
alcohols. We have now moved on to ICT and have
many fun activities that involve competing in teams.
Can’t wait until next week.” Lily Burford 8E

BOOK WEEK COMPETITIONS

A huge well done to the winners and runners up of the
book week competitions! Different classes from Years 7,
8 and 9 entered and many beautiful pieces of work were
produced. It was a tough decision made by the judges
but eventually they decided on three winners and some
runners up who also received a prize.

Congratulations to:

Samantha Arnold (Winner of Year 7)

Lily Burford (Winner of Year 8)

Mecheala Mills (Winner of Year 9)

Amy Gray (Year 7 runner up)

Perrie Probert (Year 7 runner up)

Joe Kedwell (Year 8 runner up)

Hannah Mitchell (Year 7 runner up book review)

Jake Yard (Year 7 runner up book review)

Jade Charlton (Year 7 runner up book review)

Amy Gillard (Year 7 runner up book review)

Jessica Amrat (Year 7 runner up book review)

Thank you to all those students who took part and keep
up the excellent work!

The English Department and School Library

Samantha Arnold
Winner of Year 7

Lily Burford
Winner of Year 8

Mecheala Mills
Winner of Year 9




MACDBEIH WURKSOROUFS FUR YEAR Y

As part of Book Week the whole of Year 9 were
treated to a different kind of performance of Macbeth.
The production only had three people in it and they
played all the characters. The play was really funny
and interactive. | thought the three people did a good
job at playing more than just one character and it kept
me interested as it was a different way of seeing the
play. My favourite scene was the banquet scene when
all of us students were asked to play the lords, ladies,
murderers and even a ghost! | think we did a good job
performing the play and it really helped us understand
the story more as we got to see it in being acted in
front of us. Well worth watching!

Calum Conkie 9l

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS

Can | remind all students who are having instrumental
lessons that payment for the summer term is due by
Friday May 26th. Cheques should be made payable
to @he Thomas Aveling School©and be passed onto
Student Services. Please make sure that cheques are
clearly labelled with your name, form and instrument
on the back. Individual lessons are £50 and paired
lessons are £35. Details for the next academic year as
well as Instrumental reports will be available from
June. Mrs B Best Music Department

CARIBBEAN POETRY EVENING

On Thursday 9th March we were treated to another
fantastic Caribbean Evening with guest poets John
Agard and Grace Nichols who shared with us their
insights into Caribbean culture and the ideas behind
their poems. The evening was very well attended and
we were joined by students from Sir Joseph
Williamsons Mathematical School, Rochester
Grammar School for Girls, Rainham Mark Grammar
School and Walderslade School for Girls. The displays
were excellent including examples of students’ poetry.
Ms K Esland - Head of Communication Faculty

EXAMINATION INVIGILATOR
VACANCIES

We are seeking a number of
parents/friends to act as paid
Invigilators in our school
examinations. Training will be
provided.

If interested, please contact
Mrs D Van der Tak,
the Examinations Officer,
on 01634 823127
for more information.

VARIETY SHOW

This year's school's Variety Show
features the work of both Years 10
and 11 GNVQ students as well as a ?\
performance by the

Year 7 drama group

of “St. George and

the Dragon”. The show will take
place on Friday 28th April in the
school hall. Tickets are £2 for adults
and £1.50 for children. Please come
and support the show.

J Knott Drama Department

(A Foundation Technology College) Arethusa Road Rochester Kent ME1 2UW

Headteacher: Mr RJ Hart BEd, MA

01634 844809

fax: 01634 818385 www.thomasaveling.co.uk

Working and Learning Together for Success




