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Dear Parents

As | write this Spring newsletter we are still gripped by cold and inclement weather. We were
forced to close due to staff availability and an unsafe site and | am grateful to parents who had
contingency plans in place for their children. The local radio stations were overwhelmed,
providing conflicting information and as a consequence the education authority will be working
with them to provide a more coherent information system in the future.

The term began with a letter from the Education Minister to congratulate the school for being
amongst the top 100 most improved schools in the country over the past three years. The
improvement has been brought about through a joint commitment to standards and the support
of parents for learning and achievement is central. We have the capacity to continue
developing and improving and challenge each successive year group to achieve their very
best.

Our academic review day in January was a success with high levels of attendance and the
opportunity not only to review performance but to agree targets for the future. In addition, we
do intend continuing with subject based evenings for Years 9 and above and will respond to
individual parental concerns regarding subject progress in the lower school. We have improved
the format of our progress records, issued in December and as well as contact with staff in the
spring term will issue full school reports in the summer.

| am using this opportunity to announce that we will be making changes to the structure of the
school day from September 2005. For many years we have taught six fifty minute lessons each
day. Following a review and working with other local schools we will move to five one hour
lessons each day, taught over a two week period. This will enable us to create a more flexible
timetable and to co-ordinate our joint post-16 work with other schools. It also has the benefit of
one less movement of students around our site each day. All students will be issued with their
timetables in July and we do not anticipate that students will have difficulty adapting to the
change. | also do not anticipate that we will need to change our start or finish times.

At Easter Ms Nicola Lee will start her maternity leave and we all wish her well. Her lessons will
be covered by Mr John Boyd. We also will be saying goodbye to Ms Linda Howland and thank
her for her work in Design and Technology. Mr Mark Richards (Science) and Mr Tom Neave
(Assistant Head/ History) will be joining the teaching staff in April.

With the ‘examination season’ fast approaching students involved need support in planning
and executing a proper and regular revision plan to maximise their chance for success. In Year
11 the established pattern of study leave is now replaced by structured revision lessons right
up to the point of each subject examination. We ask that parents are aware of timetables and
continue to encourage and support at this important time.
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Richard Hart
Headteacher




END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS

We shall break up for Easter on Wednesday
23" March 2005 and return to school on
Monday 11™ April 2005. As is usual at the end
of term, we shall be extending morning school -
upper school students will be dismissed at 1.10
pm and lower school students at 1.15 pm.
School lunch will be available for those students
who want it.
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TERM DATES FOR THE SUMMER TERM

Mon. 11" April
Mon. 2" May
Mon. 30™ May - Fri. 3 June
Thurs. 21° July
Fri. 22" July

Start of summer term:
Bank Holiday:
Half term:
End of term for students:
Staff development day:
(Students do not attend)
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E-HOMEWORK PILOT

We now have an e-homework link on the main
school web site to provide information on
current homework set for both students and
parents. Over the next few months this will be
piloted for Year 10 students only in the core
subject areas of Maths, Science, English and
ICT.

The aim is to extend this facility to all year
groups and subjects by September 2005.

More information can be found at:
http://www.thomasaveling.co.uk/homework.

Mrs M Hellyer
ICT Co-ordinator

*kkkkkk

CARIBBEAN EVENING

FIRST THE BAD NEWS ...
Our wonderful Caribbean evening was
postponed due to snow!

BUT THE GOOD NEWS IS ... We are very
fortunate to have been able to reschedule the
evening with John Agard and Grace Nichols
for 6.30pm on Thursday 14" April.

Please see Mrs D McCallion for free tickets.
(email: dmccallion@thomasaveling.co.uk)

Ms K Esland
Head of Faculty of Communication

WARREN WOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL
CHILDREN VISIT THE THOMAS AVELING
SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY LIBRARY!!!

In January, Year 10 Thomas Aveling students
studying English welcomed two groups of Year 1
and Reception Class students from Warren
Wood primary school to our library for a story
reading session.

The ‘big’ boys and girls were each partnered with
two little visitors and clutching their selected
books and stories, took themselves off to quiet
corners, tables and available floor space to enjoy
the special treat of reading and being read to.
Thomas Aveling students entered into the spirit
of the afternoon with plenty of sound effects,
humour and kindness.

I hope that this initial visit will be the first of many
and will encourage other local schools and
playgroups to see the Library as a vital part of the
community and look for ways to become involved
in a joyful occupation — that is READING for
FUN.

Mrs J Jeanes
Librarian

*kkkkkk

BUSINESS LINKS

Over the course of your child’s studies your son/
daughter will be studying one of the following:
Art, Business Studies, Health and Social Care,
ICT, Leisure & Tourism, Performing Arts and
Science. These qualifications are based upon
the world of work and require the student to
develop a good understanding of the industry
they have chosen to study. This requires the




students to visit places of work, receive talks by
business representatives at school and answer
student questionnaires etc.

We are building a database of contacts, who are
prepared to assist the school with our vocational
courses. All too often, our requests for
assistance go unanswered which both
demotivates the student and requires us to rely
upon printed case studies which do not have the
same impact.

We are looking for
representatives from
all backgrounds such
as tele-working to
company directors,
child minding to lorry
driving, whether you
work on an employer’s premises or from home.

If you are prepared to be a point of contact,
please provide the following information to Mr T
Goodwin.

Your name

Area of support offered

Child’s name & form

Telephone number

Email address (if appropriate)

We will then get in contact with you to discuss
how you can support.
Many thanks in advance

Mr T Goodwin
Head of Faculty of Science & Technology
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INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS

If anyone in any vyear
wishes to have singing,
flute, clarinet or
saxophone lessons we \
have spaces available.

The cost of tuition is £48
per term for 20 minutes
(single) or £33 per term for
30 minutes (in a pair).

If anyone is interested, please see Mrs Best for
details.

Mrs B Best
Music Department
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CONNEXIONS

PARENTS ARE ASKED TO NOTE THE
FOLLOWING:

Providing information to Connexions

For students approaching or above the age of 13,
the school is required to pass on information to
the Connexions Service. This includes name and
address of student and parent, and any further
information relevant to the Connexions Service’'s
role, which is to support young people, helping
them to achieve their potential and to realise
benefits from education, learning and
employment. However, parents, or students if
aged 16 or over, can ask that no information other
than name and address be passed to
Connexions.

If you do not wish any further information,
other than name and address, to be passed to
Connexions by us, please contact the school
within two weeks of receiving this note. |If
your child is aged 16 or over, please share
this note with them.
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YEAR 7 TRIP TO CHESSINGTON

The parents’ association of the school, The
Thomas Aveling Association, is organising a trip
to Chessington Park on Saturday 30th April for
Year 7 students and their parents. Brothers and
sisters of Year 7 students, if they attend the
school, may also go on the trip.

The cost, including transport and admission, is
£25 for students and £32 for parents. Letters
about the trip will be available to Year 7 students
in the week following the Easter holiday.

Mr M Townsend
Community Development Officer
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS

A group of 14 year 11
students have recently
completed their bronze
award. They finished all
four sections and areas
covered included first aid,
animal welfare, kart racing,
model car construction,
religion, ICT, money




management, fitness and basketball. The
students are now eligible to receive their Bronze
Award at the Awards Ceremony at Rochester
Cathedral. Hopefully, some, if not all of them will
move onto the Silver Award in the summer term.

Meanwhile, a new group of Year 10 students
have just started their Bronze Award.

They are currently
working on skills which
they will need when
they carry out their

expedition next term - a

24  kilometre walk

spread over two days,

with  two  overnight

camps. Important skills

- = to ensure that they

complete the expedition successfully include

navigation, map reading, cooking, first aid,
campcraft and working as a member of a team.

Mr M Townsend
Community Development Officer
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