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Dear Parents

As we approach the summer holiday | would like to thank students, staff and governors for their hard
work throughout the school year. Progress reports will be issued before the end of term and we would
encourage all parents to discuss both successes over the past year and targets for future improvement.
2006/7 has been another good year and we wish all students who await public examination results
every success. The early signs from Key Stage 3 tests are very encouraging with excellent
performances in Mathematics and Science.

Since our outstanding Ofsted inspection in 2006 we have continued to work hard to improve further.
Our priorities over the next year will be focusing on teaching, learning and assessment in order that
every child can reach their full potential. We are changing Key Stage 3 to accelerate our more able
learners and give more support to those who need it; in short, we aim to ‘raise the bar and narrow the
gap’ so that all children will enjoy coming to school and achieving. In Key Stage 4 some students will be
early entered for examinations whilst others will spend three years working towards GCSEs, and
another group will have more opportunities to attend college and work placements. We will continue to
improve attendance and punctuality as a priority and to ensure that our anti-bullying and support
strategies work effectively when things go wrong. We will also continue to strengthen our external
partnerships with other schools, colleges and universities so that students are able to progress into their
chosen course or job at 16 or 18. As a school we have much to celebrate but are not complacent about
the need to continue improving in a fast changing and unpredictable world.

At the end of term we will be saying goodbye to Mrs Levick and Mrs White from senior positions in the
school, along with Miss West and Mrs Tiller (English), Miss Wellard (PE), Mr Dracocardos (ICT) and
Mrs Wilford (Art). | would like to record my appreciation of their service and wish each one a successful
future. The school is fully staffed for September and | will publish the names of new colleagues in the
autumn.

We are making a change to the organisation of lessons at the start of the day with period 1 starting at
8.40 leading to period 2 at 9.40 and the tutor period and assemblies from 10.40 — 11.00. A new focus in
tutor periods will be to work on social and emotional education. It is essential that all students are
present in school for a prompt start to period 1 and | would be grateful for parental support in this
respect.

| am taking this opportunity to re-emphasise standards so that there can be no misunderstanding for
September. Visible body-piercing is forbidden and students will not be allowed in lessons until the
offending items are removed. One set of plain stud earrings in the lobe is the only acceptable jewellery.
The change to the new school uniform must be completed for all students by September. The exception
to this is for PE kit where ‘old kit" will still be acceptable for years 9-11. Blazers will remain compulsory
for all years and should be worn at all times in school. The new boys blue polo shirt may continue to be
worn up until the October term break. Hopefully we will have better autumn weather than this summer.

| wish everyone a happy and safe summer holiday

Yours sincerely
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Richard Hart
Headteacher




END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS

Term ends on Tuesday 24™ July, and as we have done
previously, morning school will be extended until 1.15 pm.
Lunches will be available as normal at this time and students
may go home or remain in school for lunch if they wish.

Upper School students will depart at 1.10 pm.
Lower School students will depart at 1.15 pm.
RETURN TO SCHOOL — SEPTEMBER 2007

Students should arrive at the following times:

Monday 3 " and Tuesday 4 " September:
Sixth Form enrolment only

Wednesday 5 " September:

Year 7
Year 13
Year 12

Thursday 6 " September:

8.30 am (meet in west courtyard)
8.40 am
9.30 am (meet in the school hall)

Whole school returns at 8.40 am

MEDICAL AND DENTAL APPOINTMENTS

We would be most grateful if parents could organise these
appointments as far as possible to take place outside school
hours. Whilst we appreciate that this is not always possible,
we would ask that where students need to leave the school
site during the day for an appointment, that parents/carers
write a note in their child’s planner.

Mrs K Gunn - Deputy Headteacher

MOBILE PHONES/MP3 PLAYERS
Students are reminded that they must not bring IPODs/MP3
players to school and mobile phones should be switched off
and kept in bags or lockers.
Mr T Neave - Assistant Headteacher

LOCKER KEYS

Would all students who have the use of a locker please empty
the locker and return the key to Student Services by Tuesday
17 July. Students who have paid for 5 years’ hire must also
return their keys; they will be given a replacement locker in
September. It is essential that the students empty out their
lockers as some of the older lockers are being replaced and
we do not have sufficient storage space to store students’
belongings. Anything left in the lockers after 17 July will be
disposed of. Your co-operation in this matter would be greatly
appreciated.

ATTENDANCE
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May | also take this opportunity to remind you, that it is
parent’'s responsibility to report their child’s absence to the
school by telephone on the first day of absence. Failure to do
so will result in the absence being recorded as unauthorised
and may result in a referral to Education Welfare Service.

Mrs Merchant, School Attendance Officer

DO YOU HAVE A HOBBY?

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SHARE YOUR HOBBY WITH
STUDENTS AT THE SCHOOL?

I am looking for parents, friends, neighbours or anyone who
either has a special skill or particular interest to work with staff
and students on short projects designed to enhance the extra-
curricular opportunities available to our students at Thomas
Aveling. So, if you have an interest in Model Railways, Model
Making, Chess, Gardening, Dance, Drama, History, Martial

Arts, OR ABSOLUTLEY ANYTHING, then please contact
Andy Plank at the school to discuss how we can help
introduce your hobby to students. The school is dedicated to
providing a wide variety of opportunities to students and | will
gladly help and deal with any concerns that you may have of
making your ideas work in a school environment. | look
forward to hearing from you in the near future.

Andy Plank - Head of Faculty

CONGRATULATIONS TO YEAR 7 STUDENTS ...

. who worked so hard towards their progress tests. 15
students improved on the work they had done at Key Stage 2
by gaining level 4 in English and increasing their confidence
in their language skills. 11 students are working hard towards
improving their attainment in English which will hopefully
show next year. All students received a certificate for their
increased effort and progress. Mrs Johns & Miss Edwards

... AND TO OUR NEW SIXTH FORM OFFICERS 2007
Head Boy Oliver Bulcraig
Deputy Head Boy Tim Peters
Head Girl Samantha Butler
Deputy Head Girl Kelly-Marie Chappell
School Partnership Emma-Kate Featherstone
Arts Officers Jasmine Mason & Kerry Maguire
Community Yasmin Salam
Plus Certificate & Mentoring Catherine Johnstone &
Gold Sofela
Kate Fitton & John-Paul Foley
Anthony Miles & Lee Delaney
Rajvinder Khatkar
Harminder Pabla

LOST PROPERTY
All lost property will be displayed in the main hall on Tuesday
17 July from 3 pm — 3.30 pm. Parents and students are
invited to come and search for their belongings. Due to a
lack of storage space, any lost property which remains
unclaimed after this date will be disposed of.
Mrs Stratford - Student Services

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION VISIT

TO THE MORDEN MOSQUE
As a group of Year 7 students we went to visit a mosque in
South London. When we arrived two ladies were waiting to
greet us. They were dressed in flowing black robes with their
hair covered. When we walked in the mosque we were
astonished about how big it was. It apparently is the largest
mosque in Western Europe. Before we went in we all had to
take our shoes off and put them on a shelf. Firstly we looked
in the ladies prayer hall, it was a very large hall which had a
créche at the back for children. The créeche was
soundproofed so that the worshippers would not be
disturbed. We then went into the main men’s prayer hall. This
had a large dome in the middle. The dome echoed our voices
and we were told that it used to be used like a loudspeaker
before modern technology. We asked our guides questions
about Islam and we learned a lot about their beliefs and way
of life. After our tour around the mosque we had lunch before
returning to school in time for the end of the school day.
Kayleigh Andrews

YEAR 7 HISTORY VISIT TO THE TOWER OF LONDON
When we arrived at the Tower the first thing | noticed was a
massive gate. As we went in we met a man dressed in
medieval clothing who gave us a talk. He talked to us about
the ravens and how if they left the Tower it would fall down.
So they are kept in cages to stop them leaving. We were then
taken into a room that was decorated to look like it had been
in the medieval times. The room had a four poster bed, table
and chairs and a little chapel. When the man left us we went
into the White Tower, but it was really beige in colour. There
was lots of armour in there. Then we went up loads of stairs
and came to a room that they used to imprison people in and
we saw lots of engravings on the walls b y the prisoners.
After lunch we went to see the torture chamber. | hated the

Sports Captains
Deputy Sports Captains
Publicity & Fundraising
Social Secretary




rack. We then went to the gift shop to buy presents to take
home. If we had another trip | would go again. Kirsty Paine

TRIP TO THE LONDON DUNGEON

The trip to the London Dungeon and Madame Tussauds was
fantastic because at the dungeons | got really scared
especially on the rides. On the boat ride you went backwards
in the pitch black! The other ride dropped you like you were
being hanged, which was such a scary experience. Madame
Tussauds was good because the wax works looked like real
people. | would definitely go again.

Megan Grove 9L

GEOGRAPHY RESIDENTIAL TRIP
TO DEVON - JUNE 2007

After a long six hour coach journey we reached the PGL
resort of Barton Hall. The accommodation was excellent, all of
our groups had large rooms and their own bathroom. The food
was really good and they even catered for people with food
allergies. The staff were very helpful and always available for
advice and our group leader Ben was very funny. Everyday
we did four activities, one morning activity which was field
studies such as Rock Pooling and Map Skills. In the afternoon
we did two activities such as Archery and Climbing and then
we had an activity in the evening such as “Capture the Flag”.
All the activities were really enjoyable and the English weather
did not ruin it!  James Morgan 9L

DESIGNERS OF THE FUTURE
VISIT GRAND DESIGN LIVE
On the 8" June we were really excited as we arrived at the
Excel Centre which towered above us. Our party, the only
school group to visit, included the Year 9 Masterclass
students, some of the year 12 AS D&T students plus staff who
had been looking forward to this trip and the new innovations
we were going to see. As we entered the exhibition through 3
sets of Romanesque grand pillars, we made our decisions in
small groups about the areas we wanted to explore first Grand
Interiors, Grand Gardens, Grand Kitchens and Bathrooms, or
Grand Buildings. We investigated the different designs to be
found and at lunch compared notes, freebies and which
sausages we liked best from the free samples being given

away! Many students and the staff especially enjoyed the

opportunity to sit on a ‘Living Tower’, a Vernor Panton Chair
(pictured). This design classic from 1969 was bright orange
and can actually seat 4 people.

It rare to see it in a

g AT i
museum, let alone be allowed to sit in one! We were
inspired and challenged to think differently about the way we
design and use products, considering their impact on people
and the environment. Many students also found that the
exhibition helped inspire them to choose some challenging
design tasks for the Major Projects they have just started.
Mrs A White - Assistant Headteacher

YEAR 11 SCHOOL PROM

On Tuesday 26™ July our Year 11 students celebrated the
end of their GCSE/GNVQ examinations by attending a prom.
The prom took place at River Valley Golf Club at Upchurch.
Ninety five students attended and about twenty seven
members of staff. The students all looked very glamorous
dressed up in ball gowns and Tuxedos. Nine limousines had
been ordered by the students. A great time was had by all.
Photographs will be on sale on 23" August at £2.50,
proceeds will go to the British Heart Foundation Charity.

Mrs J Dodsworth - Head of Year 11

WORLD LANGUAGES DAY AT KEYNES COLLEGE,
CANTERBURY 4™ July 2007

Year 8 students took part in the World Languages Day
organized at the University of Kent in Canterbury. The trip
was offered to students who had shown consistent
enthusiasm and commitment to the language studied. The
group were greeted by the Student Ambassadors and given
a personalized program for the day based on the workshops
they had previously chosen. The day started with a brief
welcome and introduction in the lecture theatre, followed by
a theatre production conducted in the target language —
some students went to the French one, others to the lItalian.
The performance was very enjoyable and was conducted in
a pantomime style, with students joining in. The students
then attended 3 sessions, each with a specific language
focus, including French and Italian workshops (conducted
exclusively in the target language), introductions to Greek,




Rumanian, Japanese, Spanish and Arabic, various quizzes,
karaoke and dancing. At lunchtime students had the
opportunity to taste various continental specialities. All
students greatly enjoyed themselves and participated
enthusiastically in the activities. Ms R Rosina - MFL Dept.

DISTRICT SPORTS
The school enjoyed a very successful day at the Medway
District Athletics Championships at Deangate Ridge, Hoo with
over 60 students representing the school.

The occasion brought about the best in our students who were
competing against several other local schools, with many of
them recording personal best performances. There were also
some fine team performances, notably the Year 7 boys team
who finished 5", Year 9 and Year 10 girls' teams who each
finished 4™ and Year 10 boys team who finished 2™. Overall,
with every performance being taken into account, our students
produced a fantastic team display to finish top of the mixed
schools section of 8 schools. Many congratulations to all
students who took part.

Individual winners were:
Girls.

Olivia McGregor
Charlotte Hayes
Shannon Page
Janevive Ekejuiba

Boys

Ryan Noon

Abiola Ameen

Abiola Ameen

Ali Nwachukwu Long Jump Year 10
Josh Elderfield 1500m Year 10

The school will be holding its Annual Sports Afternoon  on
Monday 16 ™ July commencing at 1pm. Parents are welcome
to come and watch.

Multi — Skills Event

On Thursday 21% June the Year 10 BTEC Sports students
planned and organised a multi-skills activity afternoon for Year
2 children from 3 local Primary Schools. The afternoon was a
great success and the Year 10 students were very
professional in their conduct. The primary school children
thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon and were very enthusiastic
about keeping the event going in future years.

PE Kit

We are trying to change the PE kit colours to blue. We
understand that many pupils currently wear a red top. This will
continue to be acceptable but if you are replacing a top could
you replace it with a pale blue polo t-shirt which is available
from Schooltime. Names can be embroidered onto the shirts.

200m
1500m
Shot
Shot

Year 8
Year 9
Year 9
Year 10

200m
200m
Long Jump

Year 7
Year 9
Year 9

Years 7 and 8
Indoor kit
Outdoor kit

White polo t-shirt, Black / navy shorts
Blue rugby top, Black / navy shorts
or Black / navy tracksuit bottoms

Years 9 and 10
Polo t-shirts (pale blue preferably or red will be acceptable)
Black /navy shorts, Black / navy tracksuit bottoms

Please try to avoid football shirts. Blue fleeces and/or
tracksuit tops are available from Schooltime. Please consider
these for very cold days as we will not accept pupils wearing
coats. Mrs S Beck - PE Dept.

CRICKET RESULTS
Results for Years 7, 8 & 10 teams are as follows:
Year 7
Tied against Howard School.

Beat Robert Napier, winning by 30 runs

A superb start for a newly formed team. Congratulations and a
big well done to all the players in the squad.

Mr J Lynes - PE Dept

Year 8

Lost to Howard School by 49 runs

Beat Chatham South by 5 runs

Beat Greenacre by 10 wickets

Beat Rainham Mark by 1 run

Beat Robert Napier by 61 runs

An excellent achievement by the Year 8 boys this season.
Congratulations to all the boys concerned:

Josh Wasseff ,Billy Box, Sam Maitland, Grant Mcllhe
James Morgan, Jay Fenn, Emanuel Onumah,

James Seymour, Danny Stafford-Sutton, Zak Williams,
Luke Hesketh, Harvinder Chaggar, Suhkdip Bahia,
Liam Wyatt.

ren,

Year 10

A great set of results from the Year 10 team. Against Rainham
Mark they won by 4 wickets but with one over to go. The top
scorer was Jimmy Masters with 25 runs. They also had a
good victory against Chatham South, winning with only one
ball left. Top scorer was Liam Foley with 30 runs.

Mr A Moss - Head of PE Dept

AND THE WINNERS WERE...

After a superb evening of entertainment

and tough competition at Battle of the

Bands, the judges found it very difficult to

make their decisions. All the bands
performed extremely well, giving a very professional show.
The audience and bands eagerly awaited the judges’ decision
and the winning bands were Circus Freaks and 3 of a Kind.
Congratulations to everyone who took part and thank you to
those who helped to put it all together and make it such a
fantastic evening.
Miss Voice - Music Dept.

GCSE DANCE SHOW 2007

On the 28™ June the Year 10 and 11 GCSE/GNVQ Dance
groups held their first public performance showing work that
they had choreographed themselves for their exams. As
anticipated the show was a great success which was largely
due to the hard work and professionalism of the students
concerned. My thanks go to all of them and | wish them the
very best of luck for their future.

Miss J Mash Subject Leader in Dance

TRAINING SCHOOL NEWS

As we end our first year as a training school we have
much to celebrate. Many of our teaching assistants have
recently gained examination success in numeracy and
literacy. We have also successfully trained 10 new
teachers who will be entering the teaching profession in
September. We recently presented our work as a Training
School at a conference at the University of Greenwich
where we received lots of praise. We continue to host
sessions for people from Medway and beyond about the
work of the training school. We already have many plans
in place for our second year. | would like to thank the
training school team - Mrs Donnelly, Mr Quenby, Mr
Burton and Ms Esland - and all our mentors and coaches
for all their work this year.

Mrs B Levick
Assistant Headteacher
and Training School Manager

(A Foundation Technology College & Training School)
Arethusa Road Rochester Kent ME1 2UW

Headteacher: Mr R J Hart BEd, MA  tel: 01634 844809

fax: 01634 818385

www.thomasaveling.co.uk




