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Dear Parents 
 
As we approach the summer break I would like to thank pupils, staff and governors for their hard work during the 
school year. Progress Reports will be issued before the end of term and we would encourage all parents to 
discuss with students both their successes over the past year and targets for future improvement. This has been 
another busy year and we wish all students who await public examination results every success. We never take 
parental support and involvement for granted and I am grateful again that so many parents have actively 
supported the school. Attendance figures for 2004/5 hit a record high at 93.3%. 
 
Over the summer break we will be undertaking a range of decorating and refurbishment projects around the 
school. Most notably a new Sixth Form Science Laboratory is being constructed to provide the best possible 
facilities for our growing number of Post-16 scientists. 
 

Staffing 
At the end of term we will be saying goodbye to a number of teachers and would like to thank them for their 
service to the school. Miss Perrenot is returning to her native France, Mrs Cristina is leaving to take up a Head of 
Year post, Mrs Whyte and Mr Richardson leave the English department, Mr Akehurst (Design & Technology), Mrs 
Lancaster (Maths), Mrs Whattler (French) and Mr Martin (Science). We wish them well for the future.  
 
We welcome Miss West (English), Miss Brown (English), Miss Roberts (ICT & Business), Mr Gibson (Maths) and 
Mrs Wilkins (Art) who have all trained with us this year. Mrs Gooch (Geography), Miss Price (Science) and Ms 
Steinman (Design & Technology) also join the staff. Mrs Lee will be making a welcome return following maternity 
leave.    
 

The New School Day 
Parents will be aware from previous correspondence that lesson times are changing from September. We will 
move from six (fifty minute) lessons per day to five (one hour) lessons. The timetable will now be organised over a 
two week period and students will need to be aware that Week A & Week B will be different. We are continuing 
our split lunch arrangements that have proved successful this year. The new timings are as follows: 
 

Years 7, 8 & 9       Years 10, 11 & Post 16 students 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clubs and activities will run after 3 pm with the Library open until 6 pm every evening.  
 
I wish everyone a happy & safe summer holiday. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Richard Hart 
Headteacher 

July 2005 

Registration  8.40  Registration  8.40 

Lesson 1  9.00  Lesson 1  9.00 

Lesson 2 10.00  Lesson 2 10.00 

Morning Break 11.00 - 11.25  Morning Break 11.00 - 11.25 

Lesson 3 11.25  Lesson 3 11.25 

Lesson 4 12.25  Lunch Break  12.25 - 1.00 

Lunch Break  1.25 - 2.00  Lesson 4  1.00 

Lesson 5  2.00  Lesson 5  2.00 

End of School  3.00  End of School  3.00 
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EXPECTED STANDARDS:  

JEWELLERY AND MOBILE PHONES 
 
 
I am taking this opportunity to re-emphasise that 
visible body-piercing is forbidden and students 
will not be allowed into lessons until they are 
removed. One set of plain stud earrings in the 
lobe is the only acceptable jewellery. Thank you 
for continuing to support high standards in this 
respect. 
 
The development of mobile-phone 
technology means that many phones 
have the capacity to take 
photographs and video images. Our 
policy on allowing mobiles in school, 
provided they are switched off 
throughout the school day, remains 
the same. However, taking photographs in school 
is strictly forbidden and will be treated as a 
serious breach of school discipline.  R. H. 

 
 
 

END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Term ends on Thursday 21st July 2005, and as 
we have done previously, morning school will be 
extended until 1.15 pm.  Lunches will be available 
as normal at this time and students may go home 
or remain in school for lunch if they wish.   
Upper School students will depart at 1.10 pm.  
Lower School students will depart at 1.15 pm. 
 

RETURN TO SCHOOL – SEPTEMBER 2005 
 
Students should arrive at the following times: 
 
Sixth Form enrolment only (* see note below) 
Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September 2005 
 
Monday 5th September 2005: 
 
Year 7 and Year 13 only  8.40 am 
Year 12   9.00 am Induction at  
  Greenwich University 
  
Tuesday 6th September 2005: 
 
Whole school: 
 
Years 7 - 11  8.40 am 
Year 13  9.45 am 
Year 12 9.00 am Induction at  
  Greenwich University  
 

 

*ADVICE FOR PROSPECTIVE SIXTH FORM 
STUDENTS 

 
Mrs Whelan and Mr Smith will be in school from 
9.00 am until 3.00 pm on Thursday 1st and 
Friday 2nd September 2005 for students to 
enrol.  Students will be able to finalise their 
courses, return contracts and information forms 
and receive Sixth Form Handbooks.  We would 
like to encourage all students to come in on 
these days. 
 

EXAM RESULTS ARRANGEMENTS 
 
The results for external exams will be published 
on the following dates: 
 
 AVCE/AS/A2 Thursday 18th August 
 GCSE/GNVQ Thursday 25th August 
 
You may collect your results from school at 
1.00 pm. 
 
If you would prefer your results to be posted to 
you, please provide a stamp to the Examination 
Secretary, Mrs Vandertak. 
 

* * * * * 
CONGRATULATIONS ... 

 
… to Year 9 for their spectacular Key 
Stage 3 Maths results. A good end to 
a good year’s work! 
 
From the Maths Department 

 
* * * * * 

SIXTH FORM OFFICERS 
 
I am very pleased to announce the following 
Sixth Form Officer team who will be representing 
the student body for the academic year 2005/06: 
 
Head Girl    Abby Patterson   
Deputy Head Girl   Amber Gibson 
Head Boy   Mark Kenwood 
Deputy Head Boy  Sean Humphrey  
Sports Captains  Vicky Barton  
    Scott Ashby  
Deputy Sports Captains Roxanne Perrin 
    Georgina Hussey 
    Andrew Shiner 
Social Secretary  George Sheppard 
Mentoring Co-ordinators Emma Williams 
    Armend Gecaj  
Arts Officer   Sara Al-Badri 
 
Mrs S Whelan   
Director of Sixth Form Studies 
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PEER MEDIATORS HONOURED! 
Anti Bullying Initiative Recognised 

The 27 Thomas Aveling School Peer Mediators 
have been awarded the prestigious Princess 
Diana Award to recognise their work in school. 
There will be a formal presentation ceremony for 
Mediators, Parents and Governors next Autumn.  
 
The Mediation scheme was launched over a year 
ago. The charity Medway Mediation came into 
assemblies and explained their work, asking 
students to apply to  train as Mediators who 
would be able to help other students resolve their 
problems. Applications flooded in and the Heads 
of Year had the difficult task of interviewing 
students to decide who would go on to be trained. 
 
The  students who ‘got the job’ came off timetable 
last summer for two days of intensive training with 
Mrs Gill Hartup. They learned the importance of 
listening and not taking anybody’s side. 
 
Of course the important part was what came next! 
Helping other students! Through assemblies and 
posters (all organised by the Mediators 
themselves) students got to know who the 
Mediators are and how they can help. And help 
they did! Over the school year more than 100 
students have been supported by Peer Mediators. 
 
What sort of problems can the Mediators help 
with? 
 

Anything a student feels is a problem! Name-
calling, fallouts, bullying, feeling depressed, 
lacking confidence…the list goes on. They are 
always ready to listen to situations such as: 
 
‘In Year 7, three males were fighting all the time.  
I stopped them fighting, and resolved the 
problem, this then made them friends and in the 
end they told other people to see us and didn’t 
fight any more.’ 
‘A male Year 9  was involved in bullying – I was 

informed by a teacher.  I spoke to everyone 
involved and they now stay away from each 
other.’ 
 

‘There was a Year 9 girl that had just fallen out 
with her friends.  She was being bullied and hit.  I 
felt that after all my efforts that I needed to tell a 
teacher that had more power and authority to deal 
with the problem and authority to deal with the 
problem.  I saw one of them later and she said 
thank you for telling the teacher.  They are now 
friends again.’ 
 

Just three of the many cases dealt with this year. 
 

How do students get in touch with Mediators? 
 

This is easy! They have been introduced through 
assemblies and all teachers have a list of who the 
team are. Students can ask any member of staff 
to arrange a mediation visit or a member of staff 
will ask a Mediator to get involved. However, what 
usually happens is students simply find a 
Mediator during break time or lunch. Sometimes a 
Mediator will even spot a problem and ask if help 
is needed without being asked!  
 

The Mediators all wear badges to identify them 
and next year will have special ties … less easily 
misplaced! 
 

Who’s Who?  Peer Mediators 2004-2005 
 

Katherine Smith 8M 
Reece Hooper  8D 
Taylor Grindley 8D 
Amy O©Donohue 8W 
Levi Verrall  8A 
Jaylee Batson  8A 

Max Burford  9A 
Katherine Hampson 9A 
Oliver Harries    9A 
Mark Dean     9V 
Nissa Dann    9E 
Islamur Rahman    9I  
Katharine Stradling 9I 
Lisa Godden  9I 

Jasmine Conkie    10A 
Craig Allen     10A 
Luke Burns     10V 
Kadie Masters    10E 
Hayley Collins    10E 
Jasmine Mason    10L 
Andrew King     10I 
Robert Harris    10I 
Kerry Hamill     10I 
Oliver Henderson    10N 

Siobhan Castle    11I  
Ben Botterill    11L 
Hayley Ashton    11G 
 
Mrs G Nyangon  -  Assistant Headteacher 

COSTUME DONATIONS NEEDED PLEASE 

New Year 9 and 10 students show off  
their Princess Diana Award.  

© Anita Colyer 
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As the school’s Drama 
Department is going from 
strength to strength, with a 
c o n s t a n t  s t r e a m  o f 
productions taking place, we 
would be most grateful for the 
donation of any suitable 
costumes for both boys and 

girls in Years 7 -13.  Any suitable theatrical props 
would also be gratefully received. 
 
John Knott 
Drama Department 
 

* * * * * 
INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS 

 
If anyone would like to have lessons on piano, 
keyboard, voice, flute, clarinet, saxophone, guitar 
or drums starting in September, please see Mrs 
Best for an application pack. Lessons can take 
place as single lessons costing £50 per term or 
as paired lessons costing £33.00 per term. This 
works out as £3.50 or £5.00 per lesson 
respectively! Pretty cheap considering what other 
places charge. All forms and information are 
available now, so don’t delay, sign up today! 
 

WARREN WOOD MUSIC LESSONS 
 
Since half term, we have been offering taster 
music lessons on keyboard, recorder, percussion 
and singing to years 5 and 6 from Warren Wood 
Junior School. These lessons have been highly 
successful and have been enjoyed by those who 
have taken part. The students have been working 
on pieces to be performed to their school on 
Friday July 15th in assembly along with a 
presentation of certificates. They have all done so 
well, and it has all been worthwhile.  
 
Here are some comments from the students: 
“I am doing singing at Thomas Aveling and I am 

learning how to sing 
four songs. I think it is 
excellent and good 
fun. We also use a 
rhythm to keep in 
time with the music.”  
Kayleigh 
 
“I enjoyed singing 
because the songs 

were great. We made dances to some of  them.  
Thank you to the people who helped me learn, 
they were fab! The singing lessons were also 
good because we learnt different rhythms”  
Lauren 

“I am doing percussion 
it is really fun and I 
know what parts of the 
drum kit are called but 
you get a very bad 
headache. We have got 
a surprise for the school 
on Friday.”   Jake 
 
“I done recorder. I really enjoyed it. We learnt 
notes and songs. I would like to do it again 
another year.”  James 
 
“Keyboard lessons are really enjoyable because 
you learn all the notes and you all work as a 
group.  You will learn notes to common songs 
and rhymes.  I would recommend keyboard 
lessons to anyone - it’s great fun”  Kayleigh 
 
“I go to recorder lessons and it is great fun. I have 
learnt the following tunes: “Mary had a little 
lamb”, “Hot cross buns”, and “Jesus’ hands are 
kind hands”. It is great at Thomas Aveling  
School.”  Laura 
 
“I enjoy music at Thomas Aveling and I find it fun. 
I like it when we all play together.”  Melika 
 
“I have been learning keyboard at Thomas 
Aveling. I have learnt songs and notes. The 
music teacher gives us sheets to practice at 
home. It is very good there.”  Jade 
 
Mrs B Best 
Music Teacher 
 

* * * * * 
 

HEALTHY SCHOOLS 
 

All of Year 8 were invited to 
a cookery demonstration 
last week called ©Ready 
Steady Wok©. It was set up 
just like the programme on 
television. There were two 
teams of students who had 
to help two chefs cook a 

healthy dish in only 15 minutes. My team made 
fish with a crispy topping on mashed potato. I had 
to mash the potato and grate the cheese. We 
steamed the fish and added lemon zest and 
parsley. The other team made pork meatballs 
with salsa and rice. Everyone cheered us on . I 
really enjoyed it because I had a lot of fun and I 
learnt how to make a healthy meal very fast and 
my team won. 
 
Mohammed Rahman 8D  
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MAKE POVERTY HISTORY  
Class poem by 7A2  

(Miss West’s English group) 
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* * * * * 
 

PE KIT FOR NEXT TERM 
 
Just a reminder that if any old PE kit needs 
replacing, the school colours are plain red rugby 
or polo shirt, black tracksuit bottoms and shorts.  
Red or black sweatshirts will be needed during 
the colder months. Football shirts are not 
acceptable. Any students doing GCSE PE will 
need extra kit as they will have more PE lessons. 
Thank you for your co-operation, 
 
Ms K Wellman 
Head of PE 

SPORTS AFTERNOON JUNE 21ST 
 
Mr Cristina and Mr Reed were judging the Tug of 
War competition.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The winners of Year 9 were 9N. 9T were 
disqualified because they didn’t have enough 
team members, but the best pull was against 9E 
and 9V. That went on for two minutes.  
 
Mr Cristina had a really funny hat that people 
wanted to take. He was wearing shorts with milk 
bottle white legs with no sun tan. Then there was 
Mr Reed in trousers and a jumper.  
 
Mr Burton was pleased when 9V won sports 
afternoon for two years running. 
 
Sam Jorba won the 400m after staying second 
most of the race and then taking it up a gear on 
the last 100m. Sam had this to say, “I’m so 
pleased that I won but it was hard because of the 
warm weather.” 
 
Matthew Burford  10A 

 
V FOR VICTORY 

 
The event was buzzing with excitement. You 
could hear  people screaming for their team.  
There were events all the way around the field. 
You could hear people laughing when people fell 
over doing the Tug of War. It was a very hot day 
and everyone who came to watch was taking in 
the sun.   
 
There were a lot of events 
including: Tug of War, 100m, 
200m, 400m, 800m, Long jump, 
High jump, Shot-put, Javelin etc. 
There were too many events for 
me to remember, but at the end of 
the day 9V won in Year 9. Mr 
Burton was ecstatic. The cheers 
from his form roared.  
 
Lottie Elvin 10T 
 

* * * * * 
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GIFTED AND TALENTED (G&T) PUPILS 2004/2005 
 
The year has been busy and fruitful. 
Approximately 10% of students have been 
nominated in one or more subjects and appear 
on the G&T register.  
 
Awareness has greatly improved over the year, 
with lead teachers (mentors) being identified by 
departments ensuring that teachers have 
appropriately recorded relevant details for their 
pupils.  
 
Resources and extension activities are growing 
significantly, either in-house or externally 
sourced. Pupil self esteem has increased and is a 
motivational force in getting other pupils onto the 
register.  
 
Several activities have taken place this year to 
support our G&T pupils:  
 
·  Chatham Dockyard - Science/DT challenge 

(15 KS3  students);  
 
·  Greenwich University – Science 

Enrichment Day for Year 9 (35 students);  
 
·  Druidstone Park Art trip (KS3);  
 
·  Medway Council- summer schools in 

History, ICT/Robotics, PE and Mathematics 
(8 students);  

 
·  Out of Hours (OOH) - art 

students on school murals. 
 
 
Our next phase is; 
 
·  to establish enrichment programmes for our 

G&T pupils by providing an OOH club to 
encompass all subject areas;  

 
·  to increase awareness of the G&T 

programme by developing better links with 
parents and industry. 

                                                                                  
Many thanks to all members of staff who have 
contributed their time and effort this year in 
promoting our G&T programme. 
 
Mr T Goodwin  
G&T Coordinator 

 
 

* * * * * 
 
 

ART TRIP TO DRUIDSTONE PARK 
 

As part of its KS3 Gifted and Talented 
programme the art department organised a day 
of drawing at Druidstone Park, near Canterbury.  
Inspired by a variety of primary sources students 
had a successful day exploring different drawing 
materials and techniques. 
 
Mrs A Wilford  - Art Department 
 
On June 30th  selected pupils from years 7, 8 and 
9 went on an art trip to Druidstone Park. There 
were peacocks and animals like deer, as well as 
sculptures to draw. The pupils who attended all 
had a great time.  We produced some beautiful 
work which will be displayed in the art block. 
Thank you to the teachers who organised the trip, 
it was a great day out! 
 
Toni Carter 9L  

 
* * * * * 

 
ECO ENGINEERS CAR CLUB 

 
At Eco Engineers Car Club, we had to make the 
car frame and then design and make the body.  
Every week when I went to the club I had so 
much fun and our finished piece was amazing.   
 
When the day came to race our car at BAE 
Systems in Rochester, the teachers who were 
helping us hired a van to take the car over.  They 
met us with their families in the car park.  I was 
so excited as we started the race, someone had 
to push the car from behind while you pushed the 
button to go.  In my first race 
I came second but no-one 
else could beat the winner, 
so I was really proud of 
myself.  We got into the final 
but there was a massive 
crash and our car lifted into 
the air and broke up when it 
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hit the ground.  We came 8th overall which is still 
brilliant!   
 
I’d like to give a very big thank you to Miss Ellis 
and Mr Akehurst for running the club and getting 
everything organised, and to my team mates, 
Hannah Burt, Shaun Martin, Kyle Rogers and 
Daniel Banks who were fantastic.  
 
Charlotte Hayes 8W  

 
* * * * * 

 
ATTENDANCE 

 
We have done it again!  Attendance for this 
academic year has yet again improved and as a 
reward for our best attenders, a sumptuous lunch 
was provided on Monday 11th July at Tangs’ in 
Rochester High Street, and enjoyed by all.  I look 
forward to taking an even larger group next year! 
 
Mrs G Merchant 
School Attendance Officer 
 

* * * * * 
 

LOCKER KEYS 
 

Letters are being 
sen t  ou t  t o 
s tudents  w i th 
regard to payment 
for the renewal of 
locker keys.   

 
Any student who wishes to renew the rental on 
their locker should pay £5 for each further year of 
rental by the end of the summer term.  Lockers 
which remain unpaid for will be re-allocated. 
 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
 
We make every effort to return lost property to its 
owner but can only do this if the items are clearly 
marked with the owner©s name.  Students who 
have mislaid their property should come to 
Student Services before school, at break-time, 
lunchtime or after school.  From Monday 18th 
July to Thursday 21st July inclusive all the lost 
property that we have will be displayed in the 
main hall.  Would students please come and 
check to see if their belongings are there.       
 
Mrs S Stratford 
Student Services 
 

* * * * * 

CITIZENSHIP – YEAR 12 
 
The ‘Playground Leaders Scheme’ is a new 
initiative that trains Learning Support Assistants, 
dinner ladies and prospective teachers to make 
primary school break-times more enjoyable for 
the children. We were invited to take part in the 
scheme at Warren Wood Junior School recently. 
We were taught how to play fun but safe games 
with the children in the playground. 
 
It was so much fun working with the teachers and 
students at Warren Wood, but sometimes 
embarrassing when the course-leader made us 
talk in front of everyone. We learnt how to interact 
with staff and students and we became more 
confident, so much so that we have been invited 
back to help out at lunch times in the playground 
every Monday by Mr Whistler the Head Teacher. 
 
Lucy Roche and Amy Fitton 
 

* * * * * 
 

POETRY WORKSHOP 
 
In June, Year 10 English students visited the 
"Look Again" exhibition at Rochester Art Gallery 
which featured sculptures by Thomas Aveling©s 
art technician Louise Bassant.  The exhibition’s 
theme was colour, turbulence, rocks and fruit. 

 
The students took part in a poetry workshop with 
local poet Katherine May and created their own 
inspirational poetry.   
 
We will publish some of the students© poems in 
the next newsletter. 
 
Ms K Esland  
Head of Communication Faculty 
 

* * * * * 

©  Louise Bassant 
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ARTSMARK AWARD 

Once again the school has been recognised for 
its commitment to the arts and arts education and 
has been given the prestigious Artsmark Gold 
status. Mrs Nyangon, myself, Nissa Dann and 
Craig Allen ventured to Sevenoaks to collect the 
Gold Artsmark award on behalf of the school a 
couple of weeks ago. Being Performing Arts 
students, we were all very proud to have won this 
award. The ceremony included dance acts, 
singing and a brass band which were all very 
entertaining. Once that was all over Craig and  I 
had a picture taken with one of the acts which 
performed that day. Unfortunately,  the Artsmark 
people asked for only two people in the picture so 
Nissa voted herself out. We had fun on our little 
trip, but we wished that Mrs Nyangon wouldn©t 
play that Hippity-Hoppity tune in her car, it gave 
us a headache! 
 
Cat Honour -  Year 12 Performing Arts student 

 
2005 VARIETY SHOW 

 
The 2005 Variety Show took place on April 26th 
and 27th. It was a great success and everybody 
had an enjoyable evening. There was laughter 
from everyone who came.  
 
Everyone enjoyed the performance by the office 
staff (even by the teachers who the poetry was 
about) and thought that their dancing was 
fantastic! The last song of the evening “Take Me 
Out” by Franz Ferdinand had everyone clapping 
and singing along. We would like to thank 
everybody who took part in the show, you all 
helped make it a success, the show would have 
never have happened without you all. Also thank 
you to everyone who came to see the show. 
 
Katie, Cat, David, Jon and Lysette 
Performing Arts students 
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