
Dear Parents 
 

I am taking this opportunity to inform you of an important new development at the school. 
 

Extended Schools 
The Government’s five year strategy for schools set out an agenda for schools to develop stronger 
partnerships with their parents, local communities, employers and other organisations to maximise the 
life chances of young people. This philosophy is at the root of the ‘extended schools agenda.’  In the 
legislation (Every Child Matters, DfES 2004) Government articulated this idea into five key areas for 
children’s services. Every child should be healthy, safe, enjoy and achieve at school, make a 
contribution to their school community and through success at school be able to achieve economic well-
being. We are wholly in support of these universal aspirations for every child. 
 

In 2005 we joined forces with the Governors and Headteacher of Warren Wood Primary School to form 
an Extended School Partnership. We have since secured some funding to move forward. We intend to 
phase in developments to provide; 
 

• Wrap around childcare and activities for children from 8am – 6pm 
• Homework and extra study clubs 
• Extra curricular activities including music, drama and sports 
• Advice on healthcare issues 
• Adult education and learning programmes 
• Additional support for parents at crucial stages in their children’s development including 

parenting programmes and family learning activities. 
 

We have already made a promising start. Since 2004 we have had a thriving community library on site, 
adult education and have developed a wide range of clubs and activities. In addition we have 
homework and coursework clubs and have run both Easter Revision and Summer Schools. We are 
currently embarking on a programme for our Gifted and Talented students. Warren Wood has made 
parallel progress, especially in the area of childcare. We also share facilities and the joint use of a 
minibus. 
 

The next phase will see an improved co-ordination and promotion of activities and the first step will be 
to appoint a co-ordinator, who will work with both schools. We have been in discussion with a wide 
range of organisations and I hope parents will recognise improvements and opportunities for the local 
community over the next twelve months. 
 

As we approach the period of final coursework completion for senior students in preparation for public 
examinations we are providing many opportunities for students to stay after school to improve their 
grades.   
 

I was disappointed to note the demise of the Thomas Aveling Association despite some excellent 
support from a small group of parents over a long period of time. Along with the extended school 
provision we would like to re-launch a parents association in September and will write again closer to 
that time. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

Richard Hart 
Headteacher 
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February 2006 



LOST PROPERTY 
 
All lost property will be on display in the main hall on the 
second Thursday of every month at 3pm. The next 
display will be on Thursday 9th February.  Parents are 
welcome to come and have a look for their child's 
belongings.  Students may also come to Student 
Services on any week-day before registration, during 
lunch or break times and after school to claim their 
property.  At the moment we have an enormous amount 
of lost property and insufficient storage space so any 
items remaining unclaimed after the monthly display will 
be sent to charity.  Thank you for your support. 
Mrs Stratford 
Student Services 

 
SAFETY AWARENESS 

 
Well done Danny Keane in 
10A for designing an eye-
catching window sticker for 
the Humanities faculty, 
warning students not to 
touch the windows.  These 
will shortly be used and 
hopefully prevent accidents.   

 
 

TECHNOLOGY STAR OF THE MONTH  
 

We are currently running a "Star of the Month" scheme 
for all year groups in Technology. Check out the "High 
Flyers" in T block where you can see their photos and 
work.  
 
Congratulations to the following students for their 
consistent effort and high standards of work:  
 
DECEMBER 2005 JANUARY 2006 
 
Year 7   Jake Yard 7D Amy Pullen 7D 
Year 8   Charlotte Hayes 8W  Alyshea Tullet 8A 
Year 9   Emily Russ 9V Georgia Carter  9N 
Year 10  Simon Hird 10I   James Johnstone 10T 
Year 11  Jamie Wyatt 11I Pam Dhami 11N 
 
Well done to you all! 
Will you be the next Star of the Month in Design 
Technology? 
The Technology Department 
 

YEAR 11 MAKING SIXTH FORM CHOICES 
 
The A level English taster 
lesson gave us insights into 
the types of learning we will 
use in A level lessons and 
showed us what to expect.  
Our teacher and the sixth 
formers gave us useful 
information about the subject 
and the sort of exams and 
coursework we would do.  It 
helped us to make our minds up about taking the subject 
next year.  We have had a number of helpful discussions 
with staff in all subjects, and Mrs Whelan in particular, to 
help us with our decision making. 
Olivia Lusted 11L and Jade Shaw 11N   
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
Mon. 13th to Fri. 17th Feb. inc. - Spring Term Break 
Monday 20th February - Start of Term 4 
Friday 31st March  - End of Term 4 
Monday 3rd to Monday 17th April inc. - Easter Break 
Tuesday 18th April - Start of Term 5 
 
Year 9 only 
SATs exams begin on Tuesday 2nd May 

 
HOLIDAY LEAVE 

 
May I remind parents that the granting 
of holiday leave is entirely discretional 
and is dependent on attainment, 
attendance and the ability of students 
to catch up.   Governors actively wish 
to discourage parents from applying 
for holiday leave during term time, especially for upper 
school students who are following examination courses, 
and would also discourage extended absences  
immediately preceding or following a school holiday term 
break.   
 
Whilst recognising that many parents book holidays 
during term time to minimise cost, we have spoken to 
local travel agents, two of which have agreed to offer the 
following discounts to any Thomas Aveling School family 
wishing to book a holiday during the school holiday 
period: 
 
Thomas Cook Travel, Hempstead Valley Shopping 
Centre, have agreed to offer a minimum 5% discount for 
any parent booking a Thomas Cook holiday to the 
minimum value of £250, and a minimum 7% discount for 
long haul holidays in excess of £3000.  They will also 
offer flexibility in negotiating possible discounts with other 
travel related services. 
 
Going Places, Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre, have 
agreed to offer a minimum 5% discount for any parent 
booking an Airtours holiday, travelling during school 
holidays. 
 
We do appreciate the dilemma faced by parents with 
regard to additional costs during holiday periods; 
however, the school’s responsibility is to provide 
continuous education during term time and avoid the 
negative impact on learning caused by holiday absence.  
RH 
 

SCHOOL NURSING FACILITIES 
 
The school has first aid facilities 
operated by staff trained in first aid, in 
order to cater for minor illnesses and 
injuries occurring across the course of 
the day.  
 
Please however be reminded that whilst 

the school has a visiting nurse on a periodic basis offering 
a counselling service to students, the school does not 
have a resident nurse and is therefore unable to provide 
daily on-site medical counselling. Therefore if your child is 
unwell, you are recommended to seek medical advice 
from your GP before sending your child to school. 
Mrs Stratford 
Student Services     



VILE BRITONS 
 
In English we have been researching Vile Britons and 
finding out who is the vilest of them all. We learnt about 
different killers from other members of the year group who 
gave us background information about the crimes. We 
used power-point presentations which was a better way of 
getting people to listen. I found it easier to use the slides 
and felt more comfortable standing up telling people about 
my killer, Ian Huntley, even though I was scared to start 
with. I really enjoyed studying for this speaking and 
listening assessment.  
Aimee Josh 10L 
 
Doing this project on Vile Britons showed me how to 
research and find out about a subject. The people who 
gave their presentations in front of 100 people in their year 
group were very confident. Even the least confident person 
was prepared to have a go.  
Lottie Elvin 10T 

 
We were the audience for people giving 
their presentations on Vile Britons. We were 
taught about different criminals by various 
students in our year group. We heard about 
people like Harold Shipman and Jack the 
Ripper. We really benefited from these 
presentations and learnt a lot.  
Kim Dhami 10E, Frances Pyke 10T and  
Katherine Hawkins 10T 
 

For the past few weeks we have been producing our own 
presentations on our chosen murderers for the Vile Britons 
talks. I chose Fred and Rose West. This project has given 
me more confidence to speak in front of a large number of 
people. I also feel that this experience had improved my 
research and writing skills.  
Kira Taylor- Williams 10I 
 
We have learned from doing the Vile Britons talks that it is 
hard to stand up in front of your friends and peers and give 
a presentation. We admire the way people were willing to 
get up and talk in front of others. It is an important lesson 
to learn the confidence to speak out loud.  
Jake Wayman 10V and Danny Keane 10A 
 
I was impressed with the way people planned their talks on 
Vile Britons. They had collected a lot of interesting 
information. Those who had prepared good notes did not 
have to stop and read the information from the PowerPoint 
on the screen. Some people had even memorized their 
talks. Some people were confident and others made the 
effort to stand up in front of others and have a go.  
Stephen Morgan 10I 
 
By doing the Vile Britons talk I 
have increased my confidence 
when talking to a large group 
of people. I have learnt that it 
is good to learn parts of your 
presentation. The strangest 
thing was that I found it harder 
to give my presentation in front 
of my class rather than in front 
of my half of the year. 
Kieren Martin  10I 
 
 

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS 
 
I would be grateful if any outstanding payments for this 
terms lessons are received as soon as possible but 
before the end of the month.  Can I remind parents that 
lessons cost £35 for paired and £48 for single.  Cheques 
should be made payable to The Thomas Aveling School 
with your son’s/ daughter’s name on the back and handed 
into Student Services.  
 
I also have places for singing, woodwind and limited drum 
spaces, if you are interested, please see me in M1.  
Mrs Best 
Music Department 
 

GET READY FOR THE FRENCH CONNECTION AND  
THE ITALIAN JOB! 

 
The Modern Foreign Languages 
Department is organising a day visit to 
Le Touquet, France, for Year 8 French 
students on Friday 24th March, and a 
six-day residential visit to Lido di Jesolo, 
Italy, for Year 8 Italian students in June. 
The purpose of the visits is to give 
students the opportunity to visit France 
and Italy and to practise some of the 

language they have been using in the classroom. Both 
visits have 30 places available. If 
they are oversubscribed, they will 
be allocated by ballot. Year 8 
students interested in participating 
in one of the visits should contact 
me if they haven’t already been 
given a letter by their French or 
Italian teacher. 
Miss Rosina - MFL 
 

ATTENTION ALL NEEDLEWORKERS! 
 
If you have any unwanted embroidery 
and sewing thread, curtain lining, 
buttons or lace, the Textiles department 
can make very good use of them. Thank 
you. 
 

Ms Saunders 
i/c Textiles Department 
 

JEWELLERY WANTED 
 
We want any old bead necklaces or bracelets 
please, even if they are broken!!  Not your 
best diamonds or pearls but beads are 
expensive and the Textiles department can 
recycle them into stunning pieces of 
artwork.  Have a rummage at the bottom of 
your jewellery box please. All donations are welcome. 
Ms Job 
Textiles Department 
 

SPORTS NEWS 
 
The School Hockey Teams, despite only having a few 
fixtures, are very focussed and training hard. The Junior 
(7-9) Club night (Wednesday at Holcombe Hockey Club) 
is very well supported, with over 40 students attending. 
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Working and Learning Together for Success 
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The Senior (10-13) Club night (Thursday at Holcombe 
Hockey Club) has approximately 20 students, so more 
are welcome. Their results from fixtures so far:- Played 4, 
Won 2, Drew 1, Lost 1. 
 

General PE Notice 
 
Could parents please ensure their child comes to school 
with the appropriate PE Kit, especially considering the 
weather conditions at the moment. Thanks 
 
Miss Wellman 
Head of PE Department  
 

WHAT’S HOT & WHAT’S KNOTT! 
News from the Drama Department 

 
This is another busy term in the Drama department, with 

both Years 10 and 11 
GNVQ groups preparing 
for The Variety Show on 
March 23rd, which will 
showcase their work. 
 
The Year 7 drama group 
are currently preparing for 
the traditional play “St. 
George and the Dragon” 
which will also be 
performed at the variety 
show. 
 

Tickets for this combined performance will be on sale 
soon:  £2.50 for Adults; £2 for Children and Senior 
Citizens.  Make a note in your diary! 
 
Mr Knott 
Drama Department  
 

CARIBBEAN POETRY EVENING 
 
 
It is much easier to interpret the poems if you can hear 
them as the poets intend them to sound.  It is also helpful 
to talk to the poets yourself afterwards.  John Agard 
came over to me and was talking about all the things that 
inspire his poems.  I was able to tell him what I found 
difficult to understand and he explained things to me.   
Andrew King 11I 
 
I heard John Agard and 
Grace Nichols last year and 
think that no one can read their 
poems and explain them as 
well as they can.  If you want to 
h a v e  a  r e a l l y  g o o d 
understanding of difficult 
poems like “Half Caste” or 
“Hurricane Hits England” make 
time to hear them for yourselves.  
Yvette Marrs 11L 


