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Dear Parents

As we fast approach the Christmas holidays | know both students and staff are looking forward
to a well earned break. In the New Year there will be an opportunity to discuss your child’s
progress at our annual Academic Tutoring Day for Years 7-11 on Friday 16" January where
appointments are made with the Form Tutor to review progress and agree targets for the
remainder of the year. Parental support and attendance has previously been excellent and |
hope that every child will be represented on the day. Post 16 and invited Year 11 students will
spend the day under supervision undertaking coursework study and will have full access to ICT
equipment.

Our annual Presentation of Certificates Evening  took place on Thursday 11" December with
the prizes presented by Mr Danny O’Donovan, our founding deputy headteacher and
subsequently the highly successful headteacher at Herne Bay High School. The evening
provided a welcome opportunity to award examination certificates and reward both excellence
and endeavour over the past year.

| would like to take this opportunity to raise two issues of health and safety with all parents:
The building work on the new Performing Arts Centre is a potentially hazardous place for
children to try to access in the evenings and weekends. We would be grateful if parents
reinforce this by ensuring children do not try to get onto the site.

In case of bad weather in the New Year | would ask parents to listen to /{E\
Radio Kent or Invicta FM, where schools’ news is regularly updated. We ,@E 0
only close if the site is dangerous or insufficient staff are able to attend. %"

We have been delighted with the number of students who have been

involved with charity fundraising during the term. The sixth form ‘pink day’ for breast cancer
raised over £600 with a similar amount collected for Children in Need. Year 11 collected £250
in small change for their South African Aids charity and our annual Christmas Child collection
broke all records at 302 boxes. | would like to thank families for their generous support for
these very worthwhile causes.

Our recent Ofsted inspection visit was successful and represents the collective effort of
children, parents, staff and governors. The report will be made available to parents as soon as
it is published.

We close for the Christmas break on Friday 19" December at 1.15pm and return on Monday
5™ January. We wish all parents and students a Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous
new year.

Yours sincerely

'Z:}’“{-th:

Richard Hart
Headteacher




IMPORTANT DATES

Fri 19" December JANUARY

End of Term 2 (1.15pm closure)
Mon 22" December -

Fri 2™ January inc. School holiday
Mon 5™ January 2009

First day of Spring Term 3 (Week B)
All students return to school.

Thurs 8 ™ January

Gifted & Talented Evening 7.30 - 9.00pm

Fri 16™ January

Academic Tutoring Day (* see article below)

Years 7 - 10 students should only attend school for
their consultation.

Coursework Study Day for Years 11 — 13.

Thurs 22" January

Prospective Sixth Form Open Evening 7 - 9pm
Thurs 5™ February

Year 9 Parents’ Consultation Evening & Options
Fayre 4 - 7pm

Fri 13" February End of term 3

Mon 16"- Fri 20" February inc.

Spring Term Break

Mon 23" February

First Day of Spring Term 4 (Week B)

Thurs 12 ™ March

Year 11 Parents’ Consultation Evening 4 - 7pm
Thurs 26 ™ March

Year 8 Parents’ Consultation Evening & Options
Fayre 7 - 8.30pm

Fri 3" April End of term 4 (1.15pm closure)

Mon 6™ April - Fri 17 ™ April inc.  School holiday
Mon 20™ April

First Day of Summer Term 5 (Week B)

ACADEMIC TUTORING DAY

Academic Tutoring day will be held on Friday 16 ™
January 2009 , from 9am - 5pm, and will also offer
the opportunity for Year 11 students to catch up on
or fine tune their coursework.

The school will be closed for students in Years 7-
10 and students should only attend, in full school
uniform, with parents/carers for their consultation
with their form tutors. Appointments can be made
in the New Year.

Ms R Gray - Senior Head of Year

BICYCLE PERMITS
During the summer we have added security gates
to the bike rack area at the front of the school. In
order to further improve the security of bicycles
stored in this area we are additionally reviewing
our bicycle permit arrangements and consequently
any student wishing to bring a bicycle onto site will
be required to apply for a bicycle permit.
Application forms will be issued in the New Year
and will include details of chassis numbers, colour

and any other distinguishing features. Where
possible we will attach a photograph of the bike to
the form. Whilst we would remind parents that any
bicycles brought onto site remain the responsibility
of parents and that they are required to be
maintained in a roadworthy condition, it is our
belief that this will help to make them less
attractive to theft and additionally help to improve
traceability of bikes in the event that they may
become lost or stolen.

Mr S Rayner - Finance & Business Manager

SIXTH FORM ENGLISH VISIT TO
THE UNIVERSITY OF KENT

On the 5™ November, Mrs Gilson took a group of
Year 12 and 13 English students to visit the
University of Kent. It gave us a clear insight of life
at uni and how everything works.

The visit was the most informative and interesting
I've been on. We were shown around the whole
of the university and it looked so appealing that |
hope | can get good enough grades to go
there. We sat through mini-lectures and took part
in activities (sounds boring | know!) but | wasn't
bored all day! They made it creative and we were
treated brilliantly!

The lectures were based on English Studies and
this is what many of us hope to go on to do. The
people were all very welcoming and friendly and
now | cannot wait to go to the University of Kent!
Rosie Morgan, Year 12

A SAMARITANS PURSE

THANK YOU
For six years Thomas Aveling
School has supported the
international  children’s  charity
‘Samaritans Purse’ that provides
a Christmas present for children all over Eastern
Europe and the Third World who would otherwise
have a very bleak Christmas indeed. For the
second year running the whole school
contributed. Each tutor group worked together to
provide ‘Christmassy’ shoe boxes containing a
large variety of gifts including anything from
toiletries to scarves, pens, paper and
sweets. These are then distributed worldwide to
bring a little seasonal happiness to children in less
economically developed countries. A target of 270
was set to beat the 259 total last year. A massive
team effort led to 302 boxes being donated! Well
done and a big thank you! to all who took part this
year as we broke all records and were able to
donate a fantastic 259 boxes. This was beyond
all expectations and demonstrates the good
citizenship of our school community.
Mrs G Nyangon - Assistant Headteacher




HISTORY GIFTED AND TALENTED
SESSION ON 19™ CENTURY COSTUME

On Monday 17" November a gentleman came into
school to talk about Victorian Costumes. | got
picked because | am on the Gifted and Talented
list for History. We all went into the Youth Wing
and sat down while he was discussing what we
were going to see. He said that he was going to
show us a Victorian costume and we had to name
a piece of clothing or an accessory and describe
what they did. | found out some very interesting
facts like if you had a suntan then you were a
worker and the width of the ladies skirt was 45 feet
wide — it was nearly as big as the room! | would
love to say thank you to the lady and gentleman
because it was very interesting and funny at times.
Nicola Couperthwaite 8A1

On Monday 17" November a gentleman came into
teach us about Victorian Costumes. The man is
connected to the Maidstone Museum, some of my
class mates and | got invited to see him because
we are on the Gifted and Talented list for History.
The man introduced us to a lady; she was dressed
in a big crinoline dress with other accessories. The
man asked us what we thought was unusual.
When we answered he would take the item of the
lady and explain what it was and what it was used
for. The man and women were really funny and |
enjoyed learning about the costumes as they
made it fun. We got to measure the ladies skirt all
the way around! The skirt was 15 metres wide,
which was nearly as big as the room! The lesson
went really fast and | was shocked. It was really
good fun and a good laugh. If | ever had the
opportunity to have that lesson again | would
gladly accept. Hollie Gibson 8A1

LIBRARY AMNESTY

— Bring back your overdue

; wp—; > Dbooks etc Dbefore

= " “\ December 19th and you

5 ED will not be liable for any

¢~ fines or
' charges.

postage

Parents and students,
L~~~ please be aware that if
books DVDs etc are due
back during the holiday
period you must either
renew them before you
break the last day of
term or ensure you visit
or telephone the library
during the school
holidays.

Mrs J Jeanes - School Librarian

BANTABAMI CHARITY

This charity was set up in 1998 in Pietermaritzburg,
South Africa. It is a charity that supports AIDS
orphans. They are not government funded and
thus rely solely on donations from individuals and
organisations. All of the monies donated go directly
to the orphans and any administrative costs are
absorbed by the trustees. To date, this charity has
touched the lives of over 300 children and we, as a

Some of the children we support

school, have played a significant part in this.

Our current Year 11 group have supported this
charity for several years now and have sent close
to £1000 to the orphans.

This year, as part of International AIDS day, we
challenged the whole school to bring in their
pennies and attempt to fill an enormous bottle with
their loose change. They rose to this challenge
admirably, and the bottle overflowed after just
three days, raising £250 — which has already been
sent to South Africa. This would equate to about
R3750, which would buy food for the children for
four/five months! This is a wonderful reflection on
all who brought in their pennies — and in so doing -
helped children less fortunate than themselves.
Thank you alll Ms N Butler - English/Media

OUT OF HOURS LEARNING

Over 300 students at The Thomas Aveling
School regularly attend our 40+ out of school clubs
and activities! If you want to improve your grades,
improve your skills or try something new for fun,
we have a range of sport, art, homework, course
work and other activities! We also run some
programmes with local primary schools (e.g.
Science Club with Warren Wood Primary School)
and others for different ages (GCSE Maths for
parents and Wild@Art in the library for children) for
the wider community! Look out for the next Out of
Hours Prospectus and the Community Newsletter
that will be published early in 2009!

Mr P Wintle - Project Manager




WORK EXPERIENCE/SHADOWING

As part of the upper school curriculum, students
attend work experience and work shadowing
placements. This year, our work experience
provider, MEBP, has made applications easier
by having an online system. Students in Year
13 will have a two-day work shadowing activity
on 23" and 24™ February. Year 12 (advanced
level) students will be going on a week's
placement for five days from 22" June 2009,
and Year 10 students will be on a week's work
experience from 13" - 17" July 2009.

Applications will be made in the early part of
2009. If students wish to make their own
arrangements for work experience, this is
possible but please speak to Mr Wintle about
this as special health and safety checks will
need to be made. Work experience is an
excellent opportunity to learn about work through
doing it! A series of preparation activities will
form part of the PSHE programme for Year 10
students.

YEAR 9 FOOTBALL v MEOPHAM - KENT CUP
(WON 5 - 4)

After exiting the Medway league in the semi-finals
with a loss to Howard School the boys were keen
to continues there high standard of play in the
Kent Cup. Due to poor conditions the game
almost did not go ahead, but in the end the sun
came out and we thought it was worth making the
journey over to Meopham and getting the match
played. The boys arrived to a sub-standard pitch
that made the game very interesting. The boys
quickly adjusted to the conditions and the goals
soon followed, five in the end, two by James
Amey-Drew , one from Keiran Oliver and rare
one from Steven Munn . Jack Innes had his
debut match and gave quite a solid performance,
we look forward to his contribution to the team.
Ash Iffe struggled in the poor conditions but still
managed to make a few critical saves when we
needed them. Well done boys good luck in the
next round. Mr J Northcott - PE Department

MEDWAY YOUTH GAMES

During the course of these past two terms, we
have participated in competitions for Hockey,
Badminton and Cross-Country. Our results have
been excellent, placed 3" in the Hockey, 1% in the
overall team event in Badminton and 4" in both
the Girls and Boys events in Cross-Country. This
meant, at the time of writing we were in 1* place
across all Medway Schools in the Youth Games.
Well done to all involved.

TRAINING SCHOOL NEWS

Staff are currently engaged in a whole host of training
activities. Presently we have six teaching colleagues
following Masters level qualifications, delivered at the
school through Greenwich University. We also have
a variety of teaching colleagues following Teaching
and Learning Academy (TLA) qualifications. Six of
our associate colleagues are currently working
towards foundation degrees with Greenwich
University. Other award bearing qualifications
currently being studied include the SWiS (Support
Workers in Schools) programme, HLTA (Higher Level
Teaching Assistant) award and Leadership,
Innovation and Enterprise Training. All staff will
continue to access both internal and external training
activities to improve the quality of service they deliver
to the school.

Mr S Quenby
Assistant Headteacher and
Training School Manager

(A Foundation Technology College & Training School)
Arethusa Road Rochester Kent ME1 2UW

Headteacher: Mr R J Hart BEd, MA  tel: 01634 844809
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