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Dear Parents

As we fast approach the Christmas holidays | know both students and staff are looking forward to a
well earned break. In the New Year there will be an opportunity to discuss your child’s progress at
our annual Academic Tutoring Day for Years 7-10 on Friday 18" January where appointments are
made with the Form Tutor to review progress and agree targets for the remainder of the year.
Parental support and attendance has previously been excellent and | hope that every child will be
represented on the day. Post 16 and Year 11 students will spend the day under supervision on
examination coursework and will have full access to ICT equipment.

Our annual Presentation of Certificates Evening takes place on 13" December with the prizes
being presented by Mr Geoff Broughton, our former Deputy Headteacher. This will be the first official
occasion for the newly appointed Chair of Governors Mrs Lynne Last. | would like to publicly thank
our Mr David Stoddard for his outstanding work as Chair over the past four years. The evening
provides a welcome opportunity to award examination certificates and reward both excellence and
endeavour over the past year.

I would like to take this opportunity to raise two issues of health and safety with all parents:

The number of young people arriving on the school site very early in the morning seems to be
increasing. Parents are reminded that our breakfast service opens at 8.10 and external staff
supervision commences from 8.30; children should not be on the site until that time.

In case of bad weather in the New Year | would ask parents to listen to Radio /{é\
Kent, where schools’ news is regularly updated. We only close if the site is %,@g B
dangerous or insufficient staff are able to attend. 3

We have been delighted with the number of students who have been involved with charity
fundraising during the term with a range of sponsored events and cake stalls. The sixth form ‘Pink
Day’ for breast cancer raised over £500 and our annual Christmas Child collection broke all records
at 259 boxes. | would like to thank families for their support for these very worthwhile causes.

The decision to publish the majority of school information on our website
(www.thomasaveling.co.uk) this school year has meant that fewer newsletters will be delivered by
pupil-post. Families that do not have internet access should inform the school so that paper copies
are sent.

We close for the Christmas break on Friday 21° December at 1.15pm and return on Monday 7th
January. We wish all parents and students a Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous new
year.

Yours sincerely

Richard Hart
Headteacher




IMPORTANT DATES

Fri 21°' December

End of Term 2 (1.15pm closure)
Mon 7" January 2008

First day of Spring Term 3 (Week B)
All students return to school.

Thurs 10" January

Year 11 Parents Consultation Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm
Fri 18™ January

Academic Tutoring Day (* see article below)

Years 7 - 10 students should only attend school for their
consultation.

Coursework Study Day for Years 11 — 13.

Thurs 24" January

Sixth Form Open Evening 7.00 - 8.30pm

Thurs 7" February

Year 9 Parents Consultation Evening & Options Fayre
5.30 - 8.30pm

Mon 18"- Fri 22" February (inclusive)

Spring Term Break

Mon 25™ February

First Day of Spring Term 4 (Week B)

Fri 21° & Mon 24" March

Good Friday & Easter Monday.

Students should not attend

Thurs 27" March

Year 8 Parents’ Evening & Options Fayre 5.30 - 8.30pm
Fri 4™ April

End of term 4

Mon 21° April

Start of Summer Term 5 (Week B)

ACADEMIC TUTORING DAY

JANUARY

Academic Tutoring Day for Years 7 to 10 will be held on
Friday 18" January 2008 from 9am to 5pm. Please
note the school is closed to KS3 and Year 10 students
and they should only attend for their consultation. Itis a
Coursework Study Day for Years 11 to 13 and they
must attend.

Ms R Gray - Senior Head of Year

SPORTS FIXTURES

Should your son/daughter be selected to play for a
school team they will be expected, on occasions, to
travel to an away fixture.

Your child will be advised when and where the fixture
will take place and the time at which they are expected
to return to school. Travel to and from the fixture will be
via the school minibus and all drivers have the
recognised minibus driver’s licence.

The fixture will be posted on the school website, but
please be aware that due to unforeseen circumstances,
this can sometimes be changed at late notice.

PLEASE SEE THE SCHOOL WEBSITE WHERE A
FORM CAN BE DOWNLOADED INDICATING YOUR
CONSENT FOR YOUR CHILD TO PARTICIPATE, IF
SELECTED.

NEWSLETTERS

In our attempt to conserve resources, newsletters are
usually published on the website. If you require a paper
copy of school newsletters, student reports and profiles
etc, please inform Mrs J Holdsworth, School Data
Manager, in writing as soon as possible.

WORK-RELATED LEARNING

45 students from Years 10 and 11 attended an Army
Personal Development Day as part of the Enterprise
and Work-Related
Learning Programme on
a cold November day.
Activities included an
®._indoor assault course,

- problem solving,
teambuilding and a range of outdoor games including a
Tug-O®Nar competition! Everybody enjoyed the (rather
muddy!) day and we all want to go again!

EXTENDED SERVICES

Congratulations to some students in
Years 7 and 8 who recently completed (2~ i a
voluntary after-school Healthy Cooking

Course, provided free by the Local
Network Fund. We made carrot
cakes, pizzas, homemade soup
and, as a treat, some chocolate
éclairs! Other students are now

& e

taking part in a short course and we have invited some

friends from Warren Wood Community Primary School
to join in the next course in January!

Congratulations also go to Shannon
Page, Natasha Moloney, Jade
Sherwood, Jade Best, Becky
Johnston, Amy Rossiter, Amy Colley
and Amber Childs for achieving 100% attendance at
the Girls©Football training via Grass Roots FC. If any
girls are interested in continuing with a football team,
please speak to Miss Wellman.
Mr P Wintle - Project Manager

A SAMARITANS PURSE THANK
YOU

For five years Thomas Aveling School
has supported the international
children’s charity ‘Samaritans
Purse’. For the first time this year the whole school
contributed. Each tutor group was invited to put
together some ‘Christmassy’ shoe boxes containing a
large variety of gifts including anything from toiletries to
scarves, pens, paper and sweets. These are then
distributed worldwide to bring a little seasonal happiness



to children in less economically developed countries.

A massive well done and a big thank you to all who took
part this year as we broke all records and were able to
donate a fantastic 259 boxes. This was beyond all
expectations and demonstrates the good citizenship of
our school community.

Mrs G Nyangon - Assistant Headteacher

CITIZENSHIP - ECO 1

=rs=x In May 2007, ECO 1 began their
r‘,r'\\‘;';\\‘, environmental campaign. Since this
—N time we have been looking into how
to make the school a much greener
place. Last July we had our first
sale of organic produce that we
grew in our greenhouse. | would
personally like to thank all of the
school and wider community for their support in helping
us raise £60. This will go towards other ECO 1 projects
and making the school more sustainable. Within the
group we are corresponding with the Youth Parliament
and will be planting more produce for next year’s
harvest!
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The year 2007/08 is going to be very exciting! So far, we
have already achieved our bronze and silver awards
from Eco Schools. Now we are working towards our
green flag award, in which our pond renovation will help
us towards this goal.

Eco 1 meets in S1 every Thursday 3.15 - 4.15pm.
Bradley Peachey, Captain of Eco 1

YOUTH SPEAKS COMPETITION

The Youth Speaks competition took place on Friday
30™ November in the Municipal Buildings, Gillingham.
Ryan Williams (Year 11) and Lucy Mullan (Year 9)
took part in the two categories (14-17 and under 14
respectively) and performed brilliantly. Each competitor
had prepared a five minute speech on one of the topics
given. Ryan spoke thoughtfully on whether “In a
democracy there should be total freedom of speech”
and Lucy chose to persuade the judges that “The cult of
the celebrity is a bad influence on young minds”. At the
end of the competition Paul Clarke MP thanked Lucy for
expanding his knowledge of footballer Peter Crouch and
“pointing out that he had done something nice!” Paul
also agreed with Ryan’s point that “The world would be
a boring place if we all agreed!”

Mrs D Girvan - English Dept.

SPORTS REVIEWS

Football

In a close battle the Year 7 team lost 1:0 to Howard
School in a game that was dominated by defences. It
was a game of few clear cut chances but plenty of effort
from both teams. Aveling showed some good moves in
patches throughout the game but ultimately were unable
to break down the Howard defence. However if they
continue with the outstanding efforts they showed in this
game then better results are surely just around the
corner.

Howard

In the build up to this game the Year 8 squad
understood there would be no margin for error against a
Howard side with a big reputation. The game begun in a
scrappy manor with both teams trying to earn the right to

play. Howard dominated the midfield and made the
most downhill advantage, they managed to stamp their
authority on the game. TA changed their shape to a 4-
5-1 to try and win back the middle ground. Howard’s
dominance eventually paid off as they took a deserved
lead. Aveling then displayed a classic defensive
performance, much to the manager's delight! They
adopted a perfect shape behind the ball, pressed
players in possession and reacted quickly to set plays.
The half time team talk was a rallying call ‘do you
believe you can score two goals this half?’ “yes” was the
resounding response. The second half kicked off.
Howard scored to make it 2:0. Then a glimmer of hope
as Charlie Lamb scored a stunning goal to make it 2:1.
Then | witnessed some of the most enjoyable school
football I®e seen as both teams set about their aims.
The game was high tempo and frantic pulsating from
end to end. Howard scored at the death to end a very
enjoyable game 3:1.

Wrotham (Kent Cup)

The Boys were in urgent need of some bounce back
ability after their defeat to Howard. The long wait for the
Sevenoaks team and rumours of substandard players
hardly put the boys in the right mind set for a must win
game. And so it was the worst ever first half
performance | have seen. It took twelve minutes for
Aveling to string two passes together. Wrotham took a
2:0 lead and looked like extending it at every
opportunity. Theo Onumah and Jack Johnson's
blossoming central defensive partnership was under
constant attack. Steven Munn then scored a well
placed header against the run of play to make the score
2:1 to Wrotham at half time. The hairdryer treatment and
a few home truths at half time seemed to work as
Aveling began to set about their work in the second half.
The ‘Aveling Beckham’ Matt Nelson curled in a peach
of a free kick to level the tie. But against the run of play,
Wrotham again took the lead. With ten minutes to play
Aveling needed two goals, and they got them. Steven
Munn scored twice to complete a hat-trick after good
work from Kane Haysman in the middle of the park. A
scrappy performance, and an ugly win, but at least we
are in the hat for the next round.

Year 8 Football

The Year 8 side were looking for back to back victories
as the travelled away to New Brompton. From the first
minute Aveling showed flowing possession football.
Quick two touch interchanges between players
demonstrated how much this team has developed. It
was evident that if we persisted with this style the goals
would come. As Argentinean footballers always state
‘don’t look for a direct route to goal, just look for an
available pass and the opportunities will present
themselves’. And so it was as the play switched to the
right wing Michael Stokoe lashed in a vicious shot to
make it 1:0. Quick fire goals from James Drew and

Kane Haysman (2) made the score 4:0 . at
half time. The manager wanted the ‘

tempo and desire to remain the same .,

for the entire match, and his players ?

responded by dominating in all areas of
the park. Dan Ducanson played the
holding midfield role to perfection, JJ &
Theo stifled any attempted breaches of our
defence, and up front the goals kept coming.



Kieran Oliver, James Drew and Kane (2) made the
score 8:0. The songs on the bus ride home have never
been sung so loud!

Year 11 Football

The Year 11 football team gave a tremendous
performance to beat Chatham South 6:0. The standard
of football was excellent and particularly pleasing was
the link between defence and midfield as the ball was
passed with ease through the middle of the park from
back to front. A fine hat-trick from Charlie Ryder as well
as goals from Lee Purdy, Alastair Nwachukwu and an
outstanding individual turn and volley from Dean

Knights ensured that the league campaign is well on
track.

Year 7 Netball

Year 7 have started off the netball
season, to a flying start. With only a
friendly match under their belts they
have shown real fighting spirit with
a 3:0 win against Rainham. Top
playing from the team and top goal
scoring from Holly Bates with the
help and drive from the team. This Year 7 team have
shown real commitment and have the making of an
excellent team!

Year 8 Netball vs Rainham Mark Grammar School
This first match of the season was disappointing for the
team. The anxiety felt by the girls before the game, was
transferred onto the court and this resulted in many
simple errors being made. Rainham Mark quickly
latched onto these and moved into a dominant position
of 7:0 by half time. The second half proved equally as
hard and although the girls managed to pull one goal
back, the final result of 14:1 shows there is room for
development.

Year 9 Netball vs John Fisher

As the team suffered from having a number of fixtures
cancelled last year, they were understandably anxious
about their first league game of the season. However
once the match was underway these nerves were soon
forgotten and the team, through excellent distribution
work in the middle of the court, quickly moved into a 7:1
lead by half time. Great defensive play and accuracy in
shooting during the second half meant the team
completed the game 12:1 ahead. Well played girls.

Boys 7aside Hockey Years 8/9

Although regular training sessions have been
undertaken, this was the first match the school have
participated in this season and the Years 8/9 Boys were
looking forward to it. From the start they controlled the
game, demonstrating strong tackling in defence and fast
creative play going forward. This combination caused
the opposition many problems and resulted in a 7:0
victory to Thomas Aveling. Since this fixture, contact
has been made with other local schools regarding
Hockey, so more games are anticipated.

Miss L Beattie - PE Dept.

UNDER 18 HOCKEY
AVELING vs MAPLESDEN NOAKES Score: 2:5

Thomas Aveling came out in high spirits before the
match hoping to make an impression in the new league,
but due to the newness of the team, they were cleverly
outplayed. Inside the first ten minutes Maplesden
Noakes came 1:0 up, but an amazing move by Matt
Larney and a brilliant finish by Alastair Hutton allowed
Thomas Aveling back into the game, but Maplesden
Noakes continued to press the ball forward and test the
defence of Matt, Connor Goode, Chris Link and
Richard Perkins and goal keeper Charlotte. By half
time, MN had retained the lead through a brilliant move
that split the defence and scored a second goal. In the
second half, MN dominated play scoring 2 goals in quick
succession but through the calmness of Matt L keeping
his head and making an astonishing run creating the
opportunity for Alastair H to score again.

When the MN squad scored the final goal, TA realised
that winning the game was hard but they still pressed
forward but good goal keeping from the opposition kept
the score 2:5 to the final whistle.
Richard Perkins - Sixth Form

TEXTILES

The textiles department would be %
very grateful for donations of any
unwanted trimmings, buttons, plain
coloured fabrics, lace scraps, threads
and knitting yarn. Thank you.

Ms J Saunders
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TRAINING SCHOOL NEWS

Congratulations to Mr Boughtflower, Mr Neave, Mrs
Lewis, Mr Rayner, Mr Martel and Mrs McMahon
who all took and passed their minibus training last
month.

Mr S Quenby

Assistant Headteacher and

Training School Manager

(A Foundation Technology College & Training School)
Arethusa Road Rochester Kent ME1 2UW

Headteacher: Mr R J Hart BEd, MA  tel: 01634 844809

fax: 01634 818385

www.thomasaveling.co.uk



