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Dear Parents 
 
As we fast approach the Christmas holidays I know both students and staff are looking forward 
to a well earned break. Our new timetable arrangements have bedded in well during the 
autumn and we have been pleased that students have adapted well to the ten day timetable 
and split-lunch arrangements. 
 
At the end of term we say goodbye to Mr Cristina and Miss Suman who have taught 
Geography and English respectively for a number of years.  Miss Brown and Ms Steinmann 
are also moving on and we wish them all success for the future. We have appointed Miss 
Ladums (Geography), Mrs Wan, Mrs Lewis and Mrs Mahomed (English) and Mrs Mount 
(Design and Technology) for the new year. 
 
Our annual Presentation of Certificates Evening took place on Wednesday 30th November. 
Our guest of honour was Mr Graham Winter, now Headteacher at The Grays School in Essex. 
The evening was very well attended and provided a welcome opportunity to award examination 
certificates and reward both excellence and endeavour over the past year. 
 
The school has enjoyed a very successful year in 2005. Our examination performance at 
GCSE and A Level has risen to a record high, resulting in inclusion in the top 100 most 
improved schools in England. The year also marked the conclusion of the first four-year phase 
as a Technology College and the Specialist Schools Trust named us as a ‘high performing 
school,’ resulting in the achievement of Training School Status for the next four years. Thomas 
Aveling was also re-designated as an Artsmark Gold School, a Sportsmark School and an 
Investor in People during the year. Our success is the result of the hard work of students and 
staff and the continued support from parents and school governors. I was very proud to 
represent the school and LEA in meeting the Prime Minister and Secretary of State at a 
Downing Street reception in October. 
  
The term concluded with the production of Treasure Island, staged by Year 13 performing arts 
students and ably supported by the cast, musicians and backstage staff. Their efforts were 
much appreciated by the audiences on Thursday and Friday. 
 
We close for the Christmas break on Friday 16th December at 1.15pm and return on 
Wednesday 4th January. Please note that we have a day for academic progress meetings on 
Friday 13th January and students will only be required to attend the meeting with parents and 
tutors during the day.   
 
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous new year. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Richard Hart 
Headteacher 
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TERM DATES SPRING 2006 
 
Tues 3rd January   
Staff Development Day –  
Students should not attend school. 
 
Wed 4th January 
First day of Term 3 (Week A) 
All students return to school. 
 
Fri 13th January 
Academic Tutor Day (* see article below) 
Students should not attend school  
 
Mon 13th - Fri 17th February (inclusive)   
Spring Term Break 
 
Mon 20th February  
First Day of Term 4 (Week A) 
 
Fri 31st March 
Last Day of Term 4 
 
Mon 3rd – Mon 17th April (inclusive)  
Easter Holidays 
 
Tues 18th April 
First Day of Term 5 (Week A) 
 

PLANNING FOR BAD WEATHER 
 

I would like to ask you 
to make plans for your 
children in the event of 
extreme bad weather. 
Please always assume 

that the school will remain open unless 
informed by the school or through messages 
on Radio Kent. It is very important that you 
make clear to your child what to do should 
the school be forced to close. We only close 
if the site is dangerous or insufficient staff are 
able to attend. 
 

ACADEMIC TUTOR DAY 
 
Academic Tutor Day for Years 7 to 13 will be 
held on Friday 13th January 2006 from 9am 
to 5pm.  Please note the school is closed to 
students on this day, however, some year 11 
students may be invited in to complete 
coursework. 
 
Mrs K Gunn  Deputy Headteacher 

DATA PROTECTION ACT 
Fair Processing Notice 

 
Schools, Local Education Authorities and the 
Department for Education and Skills, all hold 
information on students in order to run the 
education system, and in doing so, have to 
follow the Data Protection Act 1998. This 
means that the data held about students 
must only be used for specific purposes 
allowed by law.   
 

Providing information to Connexions 
 
For students approaching or above the age 
of 13, the school is required to pass on 
information to the Connexions Service.  This 
includes name and address of student and 
parent, and any further information relevant 
to the Connexions Service’s role, which is to 
support young people, helping them to 
achieve their potential and to realise benefits 
from education, learning and employment.  
However, parents, or students if aged 16 or 
over, can ask that no information other than 
name and address be passed to Connexions.  
If you do not wish any further information, 
other than name and address, to be 
passed to Connexions by us, please 
contact the school within two weeks of 
receiving this note.  If your child is aged 
16 or over, please share this note with 
them. 

 
 

APPLICATIONS FOR SIXTH FORM 
 

The Sixth Form Opening Evening is on  
Thursday 12th January 2006  

from 6.30 - 8 pm.  
 
We have a wider choice of courses than ever 
and the largest sixth form in the school’s 
history. Year 11 students who intend to apply 
are urged to do so promptly and should see 
Mrs Whelan or Mr Smith if they need 
advice. The number of courses we run is 
determined by student interest, so it is 
important to apply early to avoid 
disappointment. 
 
Mrs S Whelan 
Director of Sixth Form Studies 
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CITIZENSHIP - 
REMEMBRANCE ASSEMBLY 

 
Our remembrance assembly this year was 
taken by Mrs Wormald. She shared with us 
her experiences of when her husband was 
killed in Bosnia. 
 
Every student was captured throughout the 
assembly and found it extremely moving. It 
made everyone realise that Remembrance 
Day is not just about wars that happened a 
long time ago but also ones that have taken 
place recently or still continue.  
 
I know a lot of people were so moved they 
cried and that they felt so much more respect 
for Mrs Wormald for being brave enough to 
stand on stage and talk about what 
happened. 
 
I know for a fact more people will buy 
and wear a poppy through the 
experiences Mrs Wormald 
has shared with us, and she 
deserves all the praise she 
gets for such an moving 
assembly. 
 
Emma Williams Year 13 
 

SAM Learning offers a comprehensive online 
test practice and revision service for Schools. 
SAM stands for Self-Assessment Method, a 
uniquely powerful learning methodology 
based on exam practice and self-marking 
that©s proven to raise student achievement at 
SATs, GCSEs and A level. 
 
SAM learning is available to all students both 
in school and at home. 
 
Students may access this software via the 
internet from www.samlearning.com. 
Students will need to know the school 
identifier, their username and password 
which are available from Mrs M Hellyer. 
 

 
HEALTH & SAFETY 

 
We continue to be 
concerned by the 
potential risk caused 
by parents driving cars onto the school site at 
the beginning and end of the school day. We 
would like to remind parents that this is 
unacceptable and would appreciate your co-
operation in this matter. 
 
Ms R Gray 
Senior Head of Year 
 

SCHOOL NURSE DROP-IN SESSIONS 
 
Tara Cooray, our school nurse, will be 
holding drop-in sessions on the first and last 
Fridays of the month.  The sessions are held 
in the Connexions room during students© 
lunch-breaks.  Students do not need to make 
an appointment, they may just drop-in and 
discuss, in confidence, any health concerns 
they may have.  If, 
as a parent, you 
would like to 
consult the nurse 
in your child©s 
presence, you 
may do so, but 
please contact 
Student Services 
beforehand to make an appointment. 
 
Mrs S Stratford 
Student Services 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
 
All lost property will be on display in the main 
hall on the second Thursday of every month.  
The next session is on Thursday 12th 
January at 3 pm.  Parents are welcome to 
come and have a look for their child©s 

belongings.  Students 
may also come to 
Student Services on 
any week-day before 
registration, during 
lunch or break times 
and after school to 
claim their property.  At 
the moment we have an 
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Working and Learning Together for Success 
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The sports department is pleased that sports 
c lubs are  be ing supported so 
enthusiastically, by both boys and girls. 
 
Miss K Wellman 
Head of PE 

 
SPONSORED RUN 

 
All year 7 and 8 students took part in a 
Sponsored Run around the school field 
during one of their PE lessons in October. 
The money raised will be shared between 
Children in Need and the school. To date, 
the total raised is £700, and money is still 
being brought in. All Sponsor Money should 
be paid in by the end of this term. 
Congratulations and thanks to all those 
students who have paid in their money, with 
an extra big thank you to Roxanne Caley, 
Charlotte Harvey and Louise Pearson who 
each raised over £60, and who will receive a 
prize next term. 
 
Mr M Townsend 
PE Department 

Mrs Holdsworth, Mr Neave and Mrs Gunn 
with their winner’s medals at the finish of the 
10 KM Charity run in October. They raised 
£300 for cancer research.  

enormous amount of lost property and 
insufficient storage space so any items 
remaining unclaimed will be sent to charity.  
Thank you for your support. 
 
Mrs S Stratford 
Student Services 
 

TEXTILES 
 
The Textiles Department 
would be very grateful for any 
unwanted knitting yarn, 
embroidery threads, buttons, 
white cotton sheets and toy 
stuf f ing/cushion f i l l ing.  
Thanks 

 
Ms J Saunders 
Subject Leader - Textiles 
 

TREASURE ISLAND 
 
A big thank you to all students and staff 
involved in our recent production of 
“Treasure Island”.  It was a great success 
and enjoyed by all who attended.  Your 
support is much appreciated. 
 
Year 13 Performing Arts Group 

 

VISIT TO NUMBER 10 
Mrs Gunn & Mr Hart  


